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INTRODUOTORY

OPERATION "MARKET GARDEN"

17 = 26 September 194)

GENERAL

1. (a) This Operation carried out by Second Army, with 1 British
Airborne Corps under ocommand, was known as "Operation
MARKET GARDEN",

(b) To avoid confusion the operation carried out by 30 Corps

was known as "GARDEN", and that carried out by Airborne
Troops as "MARKET".

OBJECT

2, The object of this reoport is to record and to describe
30 Corps planning and exeoution of Oparation "GARDEN", +

LAYOUT AND DISPOSITIONS

3 (2) The report is divided into THREE parts, which cover
respectively the planning and preparntion, the execution,
and a summary of the main points of the operation.

(b) Tho dispositions of formations within 30 Carps, prior to
the advance on 17 September, are shown at Appendix 'BY.

MAPS
L. Unless otherwise stated, all map referencos are to
1/50,000 maps.

+ NOTE: The report also outlines in the narrative thc parts
that were played by the airborne formations of the
Airborme Corps,




PART I MMIEQ

SECTICN 1
GENERAL SITUATIUN AND SETTING
1a By- 11 September, the Second British Army had completed its

quick advance from the R SEINE, and its lesding formations were
established on, and had small bridgeheads across, the gener:cl line of
the MEUSE - ESCAUT Canal, from inclusive GHEEL 0888 to inclusive ‘the
40 Grid line.

During this vericd, hard fighting had taken place against an
enemy who, although disorganised, continued to offer stiff resistance
with rearguards mainly composcd of infantry supported by Tiger tanks
and SP guns. Behind this screen, he was sttempting to organise
dofensive positions based on tie major water obstacles which would have
to be crossed if' a continued thrust by the Second Army were to be made
through the NETHERLANDS.

The British I, of C wns now approximately 400 miles long.
ANTWERP, J 6896, had been L&puUf@d but was NOT operative, and the full
necessary administrative build up would onlv be achieved when this and
other capturcd channcl ports became available, The maintenance links
of the Second Army, whereby the necessary administrative build up could
be completed, had te be largely supplanented by road transport resources,
which in turn had to Lo provided 2% the expense of lifting fighting
formations. At the same time, it wms vital to prevent the enemy re~
orgenising; +this could only be done if the time for the administrative
build up for this operation was shortened, after careful consideration
it was decided to take this administrative risk, subsequently fully
Jjustified, and the actual date of the start of the operation was
advanced by six days.

The oporation entailed the biggest airborne drop yet to be
undertaken by airborne formations, and three corps of the British
Second Army were to advence ana be deployed, 30 Corps leading in the
centre, and 8 and 12 Corps echeloned back, each on a flank, For this
reason, it can be said that the propcsed operation was unique, as
although it had many Tactors in common with other operations; there were
certain aspects which were not applicable to any other type of operation.
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SECTION 2

SUMMARY OF SECOND BRITISH ARMY FLAN, OFERATION "MARKET anDEN"

GENERAL

2e

The object of Second irmy, (with airborne forces under command

after landing), was to position itself astride the rivers MAAS, WAAL and
NEDER RIJN in the gencral area GRAVE 6253 ~ NIJMEGEN 7062 - ARNHEM E 7575
and to dominate the country to the NORTH as far as the ZUIDER ZEE,

thereby cutting off communications between' GERMANY and the LOW COUNTRIES.

TASKS OF FLoNKING FURMATIONS LND o IRBURNE TRUOES

e

The tasks of formations operating under Second srmy, in

cgn.junction,with 30 Corps, were as follows:-

(2)

(b)

(¢)

T .

8 Corps

8 Corps, consisting of 3 British Division, was to move up
on the RIGHT of 30 Corps and carry out the following tasks;=

(1) Protect the RIGHT:and rear of 30 Corps.

(ii) On advance of 30 Corps, progressively to relieve 30

Corps of responaibility for- RIGHT flank protection.

The above wes to bc accomplished by capturing WEERT 5897
nd SOERENLONK 4902, and subsequently extending as far
NORTH as HELMOND 5522.

12 Corps

12 Corps, consisting of 7 armoured Division, 4 drmoured
Brigede, 15 (S) Division, wes to continue to operate on
the LEFT flank of 30 Corps, and carry out the following
tasks: -

(i) Progressively relieve 30 Corps of responsibility for
. LEFT flank protection by capturing initially RETHY
1599 = ARENDONCK 1505 and TURNHOUT 0606,

(ii) Subsequently to advanoe to R iLuS and possibly beyond,

airborne Troops

(i) 1 British iirborne Division (with Polish Parachute
Brigade) and 82 US Airborng Division were operating
under British dirborne Corps. Their tasks were
respectively: -

To capturg, intact, bridges over NEDER RIJN at
"4RNHEM and daminate the surrounding country.

To capture; ‘intast, the bridgss over the R Ma4S
and R WALl in areas GRWVE and NIJKEGEN and to
dominate the intcervening country.

(1%) 101 US iirborne Division was to be dropped under

orders of British air“orme Corps in the arca from
axclusive GRLVE to inclusive EINDHOVEN in accordance
with the requircments of 39 Corps. For planning
purposes, 101 US airborne Division was placed under
command of 30 Corps.

e -/Tht'.i télsk
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The task of this formation, which was to come under
comwand of 30 Corps on landing, was to facilitate
the advance of 30 Corps as far as the R MALS, Theirx
function could be described as laying down a carpet,
in advance, to seize and secure the nodal points on
the latter part of 30 Corps' main axis.
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SECTIUN 3

THE FLANNING LND FREPIRATION OF 30 CORPS FOR OFERATIUN "GaRDEN"

be

divided into threc Qhases:-

The planning and preparation for "GARDEN" by 30 Corps can be

(2) The assembly prior to the overation
(b) The break out

(e¢) The thrust to contact the airborna forces.

(a) The Assambly

(®)

The asseibly and the marshalling of the forces beforc the
operation presented a nunber of unusual points which are
worth consideration.

The first point was that the assambly hed to be so flexible
that the Commander would be able to call forward any body
of troops he might find nccessary, Trom the operational
point of view,. cncc the Guards armoured Divisicn had led
the breok through. The nature of the operation was such
that it was never possible to plan upon a rixed order of
march for the whole Corps, (approximetely 20,000 vehicles),
and this necessitated a vory careful crder o assanbly,

and an efficient organisation, to call forward groups of
troops as they night be required,

The second point was that the whole of the concentration in
the BOURG LEOFOLD arwva had to be effeocted in a very brief
tine, througn seriocus bottlenecks at DIEST and HEERINGEN
which it was not possible to iuprove,

The third point was thet the hature of the nperations were
known to be such that groups of administrative and technical
vehicles had to bu afforded local protection in the form

of detachments of off'ensive troops.

The fourth point wes that the coluun, which from the start
was restricted to one axis, included twn very large and
very vulnerable groups - one -~ a bridging group, which in
certain circwastances might extend to some 5,000 vehicles,
and two - the administrative tails orf the airboune forces,
amounting to suvie 2,000 vehicles and of necessily requiring
a high priority in the order of march.

The Break out

The terrain to the NURTH of the bridge over the WEUSE =
ESCAUT Canal at 3596 (JUE'S BRIDGE), and the activity of
the eneny in that arce, nade it clear from the start that
the break out cperation would be one of considerable 2
difficulty,. Tho bridgehead wns suall end only served by
two bridges, There wer< fow rosds and the country to the
NORTH and to the flanks of the bridgehead was heavily
wooded and very marshy, iaaking it well nigh lmpossible for
the armour 4o ove off the rosds, - ‘
Bearing thigse points in view, the Corps Coamnmander directed
that the basis of the break out plan should be a very heavy
artillery programise supported by heavy waves of Typhoons,
and that, relying upon this weight of metal, the armour
and infantry of the Guards Amicured Division would break -
through and advance with all possible specd,
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SECTION &

OUTLINE OF 30 CORBS FLiN FOR OPERATION "GARDEN"

5 (a) Intention
30 Corps was to advance, when ordered, at maximum speed,
and to secure the area NUNSPEET & 6721 -~ ARNHEM E 7577,
both inclusive, |

(b) Grouping and Order of Battle

The Order of Battle for 30 Corps, together with the
additicnal troops under command of their formations, is
shovm at Appendix ‘Al The Order of Battle for iirborne
Troops jis NOT shown,

(¢) 4xis of advance, oricr of march and boundaries

30 Corps was to advence on one main axis, and for part of
the way on o subsidiary =xis toc be used only by fighting
troops, in the following general order: -

Guards aArmoured Division
Headguarters Main 30 Corps
L3 Infantry Division

50 () Division

The axis of advance to be used by 30 Corps and inter corps
boundaries, together with 1 British iirborne Corps Dis, and
final planned positions of 30 Corps NORTH of ARNHEM, are
shown at Appendix 'B',

Notes:

The dispositions of formations within 30 Carps', prior to
the advance on 17 Scptember, are also shown in this
appendix,

HOVEMENT AND TR.FYIC CUNTROL

6o 30 Corps vwas to move on one axise Although a subsidiary
route was allotted, it did not avoid bottlenccks and therefore did not
give a complete second routes The above meant that a colunn of
approximately 20,000 vehicles had to pass certain bottlenecks, on the
nmain axis, at which a good traffic control organisation would be
essential, as the course of the battle would entirely depend on the
flow of vehicles along this axis.

The importance of speed in the advance in this operation was
impressed on all ranks, and that the key note to the whole success of
the operation was an eificient traffic control organisation and good
march discipline. '

The detailed instructions with regerd to movement control and
traffic organisation as ordered by the Corps, are further considered in
detail in Section 5 Part Is

TIMINGS .
Te The timings which were arranged by 30 Corps were as follows:-

(a) 'D' day was the day on whedh operations "MARKET" and "GARDEN"
began,

(b) 'H' houx was the time at which trcops taking part in
operation "MHLRKRT” were first to drop.
'oa/'Hl hour




(2)

TASKS OF

-7~
'H' hour had been fixed provisicnally for 1300 hours 4
17 Beptember and this was tou be confiried,

Postponements would be for pericds of 2. hours..

'ZY hour was the time at which leading troops taking part
in opsration "GaRDEN" would advanca, 'Z' howr was likely
to be cne hour after ‘H' hour and would, in any case, not

-?0 carlier. The exact tirie of 'Z' hour was to be notified
ater.

In the movaunent instruction all cstimated times for ssrials
to pass 8P would be in terms of 'Z' plus so many hours.

FORMATIONS

Be

The tasks of formations in 30 Corps,’ as ordered, were as
Sty 3

follows: =

(a)

(b)

(9

()

Guards Armourced Division

Guards Arnoured Division will advance at 'Z' hrur at maximum
speed to arce ARNHBM and, by-passing &PFLEDOORN Z 7803, will
dominate the area Prom inclusive NUNSFEET Z 6721 to exclusive

Should bridges at either GRAVE, NIJMEGEN or fRNHEM have been
destroyed, Guards .rmoured Division will fan out to the flanks
on the SOUTH bank of the river and, in conjunction with aipr-
borne troops in tho area, take all appropriate action to
facilitate the task of 43 Division to carry out bridging
operations. This will include scouring the flanks of the
proposed bridge site and, if possible, the securing of a
small bridgehcad,

15/19 H Group

15/19 H Group will advance 4o srva EINDHOGEN and there come
under operaticnal comuand of 506 ROT with a view 1o helping
to keep clear 30 Corps main.axis of advance in the EINDHOVEN
arce. - 3

2. RTR Group

Iy RTR Group will advance to area VEGHEL E 4737 and there come
under operatinnal couaand 501 RCT with « view to helping to
keep clesr 30 Corps main axis of aldvance in the VEGHEL arca.

SRY Group

SRY Group will aldvance to area GRVE and there he in support
of troops of 82 US 4Lirborne Division with a view ti assisting
that Division to keep clear 30 Corps mnin axis of advance in
the GRLVE ares.

L3 Division
L3 Division will:=-

(i) Zsdvance, when orderud, at naxiviu speed and secure area’
frow inclusive APFLEDOORN E 7803 duc SOUTH elong high
ground to a point of junction with 1 British iirborne
Division in the aren NORTH of iHNHII,

(ii) Send detachments to secure crossings pver R LISSEL at
DEVENTER % 9107 and ZUTHHEN I Sk9k.

oo LLER)
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(iii) Should bridges over either rivers }.aS, Wasl or NEDER

RIJN have been destroyed, be prepared to cerry out an
. assault crogssing and bridging opcration,

(£) 50 (N) Divisien

50 Division will continue-to hold the existing bridgehead
over the MEUSE - ESCAUT Canal. Thereafter the Division
will: -

(i) Send detachments to secure a crossing over R IJSSEL
. at DOESBURG E 9051,

(ii) aAdvance when orderel and secure high ground to -the
NURTH of LRNHEM, relieving 43 Division of part of
their resronsibility and keeping contact with Northern
troops of 1 British Lirbome Division.

(iii1) Be at all times available as a Corps reserve,

(g) 101 US .iirborme Division

The nain missions which have been assigned to 101 US Airborne
Division on landing arc shown diagramcatically at appendix 'B's

»IR SUPFORT sRILLNGH FNTS

e The Break out \

(a) The planning of air support proceeded on the assumption that
during the aAirborne drops the 83 Group aircraf't supporting
30 Corps wnuld ve grounded to allow the fighter and fighter-
bauber escorts tio the truop-carrying glider force free play
ing -

(1) Fighting hostile aircraft,
(ii) A4ttacking hostile flalk positions,

since it was sppreciated that the slow uoving troop carriers
and gliders would present o sitting target both from ground
and air,

(b) as soon as the drop was over 83 Group were froe to support
- the advance ol 30 Corps.

(e) . This support wes to oc basel on a pre-arranged roquirauent
of one squadron of RP Typhoons every five minutes for 35
ninutes, briefed to straf'e the road NORTH of the leading
§ troops and to be f-llowed by a "cab=rank" of RP Typhoons
Ilying over the lending arioured elementsy 41l these
aireraft werc to be epntrolled {rom the ground Ly an RaF
Squadron ;Leader in R/T touch with the pilots from o contact
cor fitted with VHF wirecless equiptient, The whole RP
Typhoon c¢ffort of 83 Group was by this jwwans to be nade
available at very snort enll to the local comender of the
force which led the break cut on its very narrow front.

(@) Another contact cer was sited alongsido Comziander 30 Corps
with the priority task 5f receiving a roeport from a
VIS Tactical Ruconnaissance aircraft on the accuracy of the
airborne drop s that the Coiwander could, by reference to
that inforuation fix the zero hour for the break cut.
This car could alsc talk to any other Tactical Reconnaissance
aircraft which were over the arcas

ree/( )
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(e) In addition to the RP Typhoon cffort, the normal fighter
effort of 8) Group was available in the role of continuing,
af'ter the airborne drop, to keep the sky clears

10, After the Break Out

(a) The normal 4SSU tentacle systan was available and the
allotment of tentacles, (excluding the contact cars already
referred to), was as follows: =

HQ 30 Corps

Guards aruoured Division
L3 Division

50 (N) Division

-

(b) The airborne forces were to drop with jeep tentacles manned
by US operators and with US dir Support Officers, these to
. be netted in non a separate net to its control at Second arny
Headquarteras 30 Corps was to monitor this net so as to
be able to iunpose a veto if any demands for support submitted
on it appeared to endanger 30 Corps troopss In the event of
the jesp tentacles being unable to get the range necessary
for wireless touch with their control at Army Headquarters,
an FCP with a 12 HP set was available at 30 Corps Headguarters.
The FCP was also available for use as a forward non visual
control poat by the RuF Squadron Leader when his task with
the contact car was over.

(c) Ground tc air Recognition

It was appreciated that the ground situation in this
operation would call for the nmaxinun euploynent of all
ailds to recognition, arrvangenents were nado for the use
of' cerise fluorescent panels during a rapid advance,
suspension of which was'tc be at the discretion of
Conaanders, The use of yellow smoke and MaNN BEACON lsauaps
was also ordered.

(d) Landmarks

12 Corps was to set up a landmark "™, with the head of the
letter facing NE. Bach arn of the letter to be 100 yards

long, and to be made of white hessian cloth, In addition,
cach point of the "T" was to be prolonged for 500 yards by

yellow smoke from points of origin at 100 hards interval.

R
11 For their break out fram the ESCAUT bridgchead the Guards
Adirrouped Division was to be supvorted by a field and mediun rolling
barrage, under the direotion of the CRA of the Guards armoured Division.
Details of arrangencnts wade are shown at Gppendix 'C' ard trace thereto.
Ady

12 (a) 100 44 Brigade, (with under operaticnal control 27 Lk, less
one troop), was ordered to provide i dofence as follows:-

(i) Over all bridges along the nain axis of advanee, ises:-
Bridges ovor ESCAUT Canal 3596

Bridges at BREUGHEL 4426 and VEGHEL 4837
Bridges at GR.VE and NIJLGGEN

vwe/l43)
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(ii) In tHe case of the bridges «t GRAVE and NIJHMEGEN,
HiA and Lid defence, with radar and searchlights,
was to be provided by last light D + 1.

(1ii) Arrengements were made to counter Motor Torpedo Boat
activity in the NIJMEGEN area.

(b) Should ARNHEM bridge be reached on D + 1 or D + 2, 4i
protection was to be provided by the Guards srnoured
Division, .

(6) As from D day, and continuing until further orders, a HOLD
FIRE on: all in fire was ordered during daylight sn as to
ensure that none of our aircraft being used for dronpmg
parachutists should be fired on,

RE
13« (2) 4irfields -
Becauso the RAF urgently I‘thll-:d the use of airfields at
VOLKEL 5640 and EINDHOVEN, every effort was to be made to
capture them and CE of Corps wes ‘directed to report early
on their condition.
(b) Bridging ' .
The bridging plan t:. swmount the three najouw water
obstacles across which the Corps axis of advance was
directed was as follows:=
(i) sufficient bridging cquipment yas briered and yiven
a definite position in the initial order of march to
provide crossings over the Canals up to and inclusive
the R MiAS, and to provide ferries for the rivers
Vioil and NEDER RIJN.
L]
(ii) Equipment for bridging over sthe R WeAL and NEDER RIJN
vwias available in the bridging dunp at BOURG LEOFOLD.
(iii) CE 30 Corps was put in charge of all bridging operations
and could demand,if necessary, sll or part of 43 and
50 (N) Divisions' RE resourcos.
(¢) Planning
Notes on the RE planning aspects for 30 Corps operation
"GARDEN" are shown st appendix 'D'.
AIMINTS TRATION e
e See Part I Section 6.

INTERCUMUNICATION

15 (a) Location of Headquarters

(i) 6OC 30 Corps' recomaissance was to nove immediately in
rear of the Guards srioured Division,

(ii) Main Headguarters 30 Corps wad %0 bé phased into the
order of uarch nccording to the progress of the battle,

. sy (D)
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(v) Comunications

(i) Extracts of €SO 30 Corps' Signal Instruction for this
operation is at ippendix 'El.

(ii) The comunications.that were to be set up for Airborne
Troops and for all fomawtions under and operating with
30 Corps during this operation are shown at Annexures
to appendix 'E' as follows:=

snnexure 1 - Main Headguarters 39 Corps W/T
Communications

Amnexure 2 - W/T Comunications airborne Corps
Headquarters in UNITED KINGDOM.

Annexure 3 - W/T Communications after dirborne
Corps Headquarters had landed.

finnexure 4 ~ W/T Comunicetios Special Ri.

Note: - Some notes on the exccution of 3U Corps Signal
plan is shown at Appendix 'Q' tc Part IL.

LIATISON

16, * (2) Fivo Contact Detachments were provideld by 101 US Airborne
Division to work between elements 101 US .irborne Division
and Torwerd troops of the CGuards Armoured Division.

(b) Arrangenents were made for a liberal exchange of Liaison
Ufficers as between Headguarters 30 Corps znd Hecdquarters
British Lirborne Corps.
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SECTION 5

VRGANISATIUN FUR MOVELENT OF 30 CORPS TRAFFIC

THE PROBLEL

17« The problen presented o the Corps wes the tactical move
of approximately 20,000 vehicles across HULLAND; one route,
supplemented by a subsidiary route, was available,

URGaNTISATIUN °

184 Full details of the plan and the organisation set up to deal
with the problem are shown at apendices to Part II as follows: -

(a2) appendix 'G' - Headquarters 30 Corps lovement Instruction
for Operation "GARDEN"

(b) Appendix 'H' - Headquarters 30 Corps Traffic and Movement

’ Control Organisation.
TORUGRaFLY
19. Topographical appreciation of the axis of advance and the

Going Map issued for the operation are shown at appendices as followst -

(a) Appendix 'J' - Topographical appreciation of the axis of
advance ana Rivers WAAL and NEDER RIJN.

, :
(b) Appendix 'K' - "Guing Map" as issued for the Operation.

INITIAL CUNCENTRATION TN GROUES *

20, 30 Corps was initially concentrated in carefully pro:-
erranged groups in an area SUUTH of the ESCAUT Canal astride the
axis of advance, and these are shown at Appendix 'B' to Section 1,
Part I. -

PERIODS OF MUVIMENT AMD HARBUURING

21. (a) The principle of movaient was that iovement should take

. vlace by dey only,
(b) Formations and Units would harbour along the road each a
night, reteining their order of priority.

(c) Fomations 2nd units were to be fed into the axis as road
space becane availaole,



s

SUMMARY UF 30 CURES MAINTENANCE HLuN POR OPHRATIUN "GaRDEN"

GENERAL : : ' ;
224 Reference to 30 Corps Urder of Battle,(appendix '4', Part I),

for operation "M.RKET GuRDEN" will show that their operational end
maintenance commitinents far exceeded those expected to be normally
executed by a Corps Staff and Services,

The outline ilaintenance Plan to neet these commitments is as
shown below.

GENERAL MaINTENANCE

V' 23, (a) Up till 16 September, all formations and Corps Troops were
to remain based on 160 TMC in BRUSSELS arvee, and amunition
would continue t7 be drawn from No 6 Army ioadhead in the
BRUSSELS area until 161 FMC was open,

(b) OUn 17 Scptember, 161 FMC was tn npen in BOURG LEOFOLD arca
or the maintenance of: =

52 Division (Seaborne Eluuent) x
Corwvs Bridge Column

41l Corps Troops

82 US Airborne Divisicon

101 US Adrborne Division

(¢) On D + 3,162 RiC was to open in the 4RNHEM area for issues
Lo -
L]
Guards arsoured Division
L3 Division Group
50 (N) Divisimn Group
1 Adrbornc Division tincluiing Polish Parachute
Brigade) '
8 armoured Brigade
Corps Tronops forward of the R Wadl.

MAINTENANCE UF GROUUND TROUUES

2la (a.) The eintenance of Corps, Arny and aruy Group RE atteched
to Divisions for bridging etec, was to be by Divisions
concerned.
L]
(b) Detachnents of Units placed under coumand of sirborne
: Formations were to boe accoupenied by a proportionate amount

ot their second line transport, which wes to vork unit
control to the MMC from which that unit was to draw

SUFFLIES .ND FOL

254 Formations and Corps Troops within 30 Corps were orlered to
hold the following:- -
FPorations Days Supplics Miles
Guards Arsowred Division 8 200
43 Division 6 250
50 (N) Division 6 250
8 armourcd Brigade & 250
Corps Troops ; 4 150



)
AMMUNTTION

26. (&) All formations wers ordered to cerry, as a minimum, double
sécond line heoldings of 25 pounder, and all aumunitien for
prograwme 17/18 Septecber was tc be drawn fraom 161 RC.

(b) Uwing to the slender stocks held at itsadhead, (later to be
hcld at 161 and 162 FCs), formations were ordered tc accept
the fact that they might have to carry on with depleted
second line holdings.

TRANSFURT

27. (2) Troop Carrying Trensport

The allocatio: of 1ift for troop carrying couridtments to
formations was as follows: -

—

-~ 43 Division - 297 and 536 Companies, (DUKWS)
50 (N) Division - 20 nrmy Troop Carrying Coapany

90 armourcd Brigade Company, (less
one platoon 6-tonners).

DUKWS allotted to L3 Division were tn remsin under cormand
but were tn be mede available for use by RE for assault
river crnssings. Lmmnition loaded in these venicles was
to be off loaded end.-held under arrangements 43 Division.
This ssmunition was ton bo reqarded as a Corps reserve and
was not to be issued to any formation nr expended by 43
Division until released by 'Q' Main or Rear Corps.

Un arrivsl of foromations on their objectives, all troop
carrying transport, (less LUKWS), was to revert to 30 Corps
control to supplement Corps third line naintenance lift.

(V) Increment to Aruy Transport

Owing to lack of .way Transport, 30 Corps were made
responsible for their om srmy, (3rd line), Transport lift

~ from Roadheeld t0 FNCa. To increase the army Lift, the
following measurcs were ordered: -

(i) Transport of the Seaborne element of 52 Division, (both
first and second line), was to Quap its comaodities
and G 1098 equipnent, thereby providing eight platocns
transport 1lift,

(ii) .4111 troop carrying transport, heving deposited formations
in their objsctive sr.a was to revert to 30 Corps controls

(iii) Divisions within 30 Corpgs wexra 13 be prepared to accept
Corps tasks for five platoons of transport for an
unspecified period.

(iv) Four US Truck Companies - sec paragraph 30 below.

MAINTENINCE O AIRBURNE TROUES

28. From D till D + 5, the formations of British Airborne Corps
were to be maintained by air by Fortresses, Stirlings and Dakota
aircraf'te Provision vas also wede. for raintenance, in an emergency,

of 82 and 101 US Airbryne Divisions from 161 MiC with effect from D day
and for 1 Airborne Division from 162 FMC with eoft'ect from D + 3.
Seabome element of 1 Airborne Division was to rejoin the Division at
the earliest opportunity,
' s oo JLLTNTENNCE 1 BRITISH AIHBURNE DIVISIUN




- 15 =
MAINTENANCE 1 BRITISH AIRBUANE DIVISIUN

294 Kaintenance by air was to be carried out by Stirlings and
Dakotas, and all drops wer. to be based on pre-determined counmodity
demands. The drop on D + 1 however was to be entirely ammunition.

The Seaborne Tail was t2 carry a further echelon of
aurunition and twp days supplics wes to Ye phaszed in, in blocks, in
accordance with priorities as femended by Commeader, 1 dirborne
Division, The first block, with ammunition lorries leading, was to-
follow the Guards Lrmourcd Division.

MaINTENANCE US aIRBURKNE FUSMLTIUNS

30, air maintenance for US alrborne Formations from D + 1 was

to be provided by Fortrosses. Thereafter, air maintenance coulld only
be provided by such Dakota aircraft as were available. In the event
of extrome emergency, First allied Airborne Aray wera to air land 150
tons of US ammunition at BRUSSELS airport, which was to be carried for=
ward to the US formuations by road, 4

Four US Truck Companies, loaded with aumunition, were ordered
to report from LE MaNS to 161 FMC by 18 Septarber.  Thersafter; they
were to be prepared to deliver cou. odities to US Airborne Divisions
ch instructions from Rear 30 Corps.

After delivery of stores to &irborne Formations, all Companies
were to return to 161 PMC where they would come under control of DDST
30 Corps for reloading Tfrom Arny railhead,

MEDICAL - GRUUND TRUUES

31« (a) Mediceal Plan

The normal mcdical arrengenents on a Corps level were made,
except that the help of the Dutch authorities, through the
nedium of Prince Bernhardt, was eanlisted to supplement the
Corps Medical respurces.

(b) EBvacuation St
4 high rate of casualties had Luen expected during the
enployment of the British Ariborne Corps, and in the initial
stages medical units werce warned that they would have to
hold casualtics pending evacuation. Evacuation from
Divisional Medical Uinits was to Le initially to civilian
ingtallations at BUURG LEORULD, and later to 3 and 10 CCSs
at ARNHEM and NIJAEGEN by 111 MAC,

MEDICAL nIRBURNE TRUUES

32 From airborme Units, evacuation was to be initially into
Field Ambulances of 30 Corps or direct to 3 and 10 CCSs. Bvacuation
by air was to be arranged by DDNS Airborne Troops as opportunity
pornitted. Ninth Troop Carrier Command agreed to cvacuate up t0
750 casualties daily from BRUSSELS, the aircraft doing this being on
the weturn run from a supply mizsion, This method of evacuation
might also be applicable to Second ariy casualties other than
Adrborne.

Medical supplies for Airborme Troops were to be dropped

until D + 4 inclusive, after which 30 Corps were to be responsille
for provision of these articles.

oo o JURDNANGE FUR GRUUND TRUUES
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URLN.ICE FUR GRUUND TRUUES

33 Urdnance Stores wer: to be received by both road and air,
and arrangemants were made fopr maxihum loads to ce forwarded to
Divisional, armuoured and Infantry, Urdnance Sub Parks, Armoured and
Infantry Ordnance Sub Parks were attached to their formations and
were to supplenent the tank and MT spares position.

Vehicle and Controlled Stores Park, and Corps &nd Army Troops

Sub Park, werc to be "stepped up" Lfrow

poeration.

their rear locations by 18
»Septenber, and waximum available issues were toc be tede prior to the

{_ MMSs were located at 161 BIC for issues.

Arrangements were nade for delivery by air of urgent demands
such as MT spures, wircless valves, cte.

Arrangenents were also made for deily clearance by Ordnance
Vehicle Stores Convoy Unit of such stores as are received from the
base at Urdnance Maintenance Conipany at ENGHIEN J 3k

RDNANCE PUR ATRBURNE TRUOES

Sl 110 tons of nrdnance stores

were landed at BAYEUX in three

bricks of about 34 tona eachs Shortage of transport imposed soie
delay in getting these bricks to the "ILRKET" area, but it was hoped
to get at least cne Lrick intc fthis arca by D day.

RENME

35 In surmery, the arrengements for repair and recovery were as

follows: -
(2) Repair

(i) In the early stages not :

th €o
. (s l &l i gmes _‘.".-r
Wore thun one Brigade Workshop

was to move with each formation.

(ii) Certain frrmation workshops were to rewsin on wheels,
whilst the remainder were to stay in their existing

locations,

(1) - Recovery

(1) [;.Qu 30 Corps was allotted .two light recovery sections

for work at ‘IE_PS.

(ii) Headguarters of b _Recovery Coupany, with light recovery

faciliti es, was to be loc

Headquerters 30 Corps.

o

ated in the arca of Rear

(iii) &1L Merocks" werc to be remcved froum the road for &7

forward recnvery only.

CIVIL ANFAIRS

56, The three Corps Detachments

wore placed under eomiand Guards

armoured Division Tor deploynent as fpllows: -

222 Ci Dotachment
213 Cci Detachmont

214 Ci Detachient

APHLEDGORN
GRNHEN
NTJLEGEN

v../Uth’r

V
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Other detachments were also deployed, uoving under Corps
orders. ;

FUSTAL, REINFURCEMENTS, Bi, EFI, S.IV.GE

37 Normal facilities were planned.

INTERCUMUN TCATIUN

%
38, Rear Headquarters 30 Corps was to bs cstablished at BUURG
LEURULD by 16 Septeuber.
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APPENDIX ‘4!

T PART I
GRUUPING 4ND UKDER UF BATTLE
OFPFRLTION "MARKET GARDEN"
17 SEFTEMBER 1944
GRUUPING
Additional troops under command of formations, within and

operating with 30 Corps, for operation "MARKET GARDEN", were ac follows: -

(a) Guards armourcd Division

(i) Under Comnand

8 bed Regt Ra -

198/75 4 Tk Bty Ra '

Det 4 Svy Regt RA °

11 Fd Coy RE :

Part 128 Br Coy:

Recce Parties 16 airfd Constr Gp¥
Recce Parties 5557 airfd Cinstr Wing"

(ii) Under Comuznd for liovement

Elenents 100 4 Bde (A/A4TB role on R Wadl)
Recce Party 100 4LAd Bde

(b) 43 Divisicn

(%) Under Cownand

8 urnd Bde (less one Arid Regt)
Royal Netherlands Bde

147 P4 Regt i (less one bty)
One PL 210 Fd ‘Coy RE

6L Med Regt RA

419/52 Hy Bty Ra

Bty 4 Svy Regt Ra

(ii) Under Command for dovement

HQ 128 Br Coy and part Br Coln

30 Corps Tps RE (less 11 PA Coy RE and-one PL 210 Fd
Coy RE)

T Army Tps RE

23 lech Eqpt Pl

Elements 16 iirfd Constr Gp

Elenents 5357 airfd Constr Wing

(e) 50 (N) Division

Under Conmand

86 Fd Regt R4 (less onc Bty)
7 HMed Regt Ra

Bty & Svy Regt RA

195/75 end 196/73 4 Tk Bty Ra

(d) 101 US sirborne Division

(i) 15/19 H, with under cormand one sqn RUYALS and. one bty
86 PA Regt Ri, caue under co.mand 506 RCT on arrival
in EINDHUVET arca,

.../(ii)l Ll RTR

SSEEEEES —
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-1
(i) 44 RTR, with under comiand one sgn RUYALS and one biy
4L RHA, came under command 501 RCT on arrival in

VECHEL areas '
Det 27 Lih Regt is under commaend 44 RTR for movement,

82 US airborne Division

SRY, with under coimand one sgn RUYALS and one bty 147 Fd
Regt Ra, in support of 82 US Airborne Div on arrival area
GHAVE. A
Det 27 Lah Regt under command SRY Tor movement.







APPENDIX "C"
TO PART I

RA GDS ARMD DIV TASK TABLE

ISSUED IN CONJUNCTION WITH FIRE PLAN TRACES FOR
OPERATION "GARDEN"

, ZONE *A' times comes into force 0300 hrs 17 Sep 44 (1200 hrs
GMP? = 13004 hrs = 14O00B hrs) :

1, P4 Arty Rolling Barrage

(a) Units taling part

(ii) Line b 94 and 112 Fd Regts
(iii Line c¢ 147 and 179 I'd Regts

(b) co-ords

IS (1} Opening Line 74 and 124 Fd Regts

N Ht

L. 437605 499255 5 mn
B, 436402 499799 35 m
C. 439115 502575 0 m
D, L37922 503135 30 m

(¢) Timings
7. Fd 125 #d 94 Fd 112 Fd 179 Fd 147 Fd
Minus 3 =« QO a a b o c c
- 1 d d b b o c
1~ 2 d d C € o e
i d S e (&) i i
3 i & e e £ f
hiw 5 8 g h h 'y -,
5- 6 g B h h i i
6= 3 J h h i i
7- 8 3 93 k k x i
R 3 3 k 1 1
9 ~ 10 m m k k il 1
10 - 11 m m n n 1 1
11 - 12 m m n n (o] 0
12 - 13 P D n n 5] (6]
13 -1 p P q q- o 0
1 -15 p o q q r r
15 - 16 8 s q q r r
16 = 17 5 5 % £ r r
17 - 18 8 s t t u u
J 18 - 19 u u t t u u
19 -~ 20 u u u u u u
(a) Rates NORMAL throughout,
(e) Lmi HE,

(£) Rates of 4Adv 200 yds in onc min
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(g) Trace issucd in conjunction with R4 Gds Armd Div Task Tables
dated 16 Scp 44 is shown as "jmnexurce" 1 to this Appendix,

2, Mcd Arty Rolling Barrage

(2) Units taking part

(i) Opening Line BL"Med Regt

(ii) Linc db . 7 Mcd Regt
(iii) Linc ce 64 Med Regt :
(v) Co-ords o
B N Ht o
Ve 439110 503149 30 m P

X, 438349 503515 30 m
T, 420629 506470 25 nm
Z, 439863 506835 25 m

¢ imings
() Ziinee 8L ied 7 Med 64 Med

Minus 10 - ifinus 9 as. bb - ca

Minmus 9 - Minus 8 ad bb _Alod

Mimus 8 - Mims 7 dad co . co

Mimis 7 - Mirmus 6 dd ce £

Wims 6 - Mimus 5 g2 ce rf

Mimus 5 - Yims L4 £g hh £2

- Mimis 4 ~ Minus 3. g8 hh ii
Mimis 3 - Minus 2 33 hh ii

Mims 2 - Mims 1 JJ kk 13

Mims 1 - 0 33 Xk 11

O 7l it Xk 11

1= 2 310} nn 11

i 3 i nn 00

b=, JEC VR0 PP m 00

bk~ 5 PP aq 00

5= 16 PP qq rr

6 - 7 ss aa rr

7- 8 88 &t rr

8- 9 ss tt uu

9 - 10 uu tt uu

(a4) Rates NORMAL . |
(¢) hmn HE

(£f) (i) On complction of this Barrage Regts will rclay their
guns 08 follows; -

8L Jied Regt - Opening Linc \

7 Med Regt - Ling bb
64 Med Regt - Linc ce

(4i) It may be nccessary to fire the whole barrage again,
In this case the following orders will be given by
HQ RA Gds Armd Div to 64 iMed Regt Gp and 84 MNed Regt

"Fire Rolling Barrage at seaseese hrs',
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(g) Trace issucd in conjunction with RA Gds jirmd Div Task Tables
dated 16 Scp 44 is showm as-Annesure 1 to this Appendix,

S TIMED CONCS e s
Ser - Time
ial Unit Tat from to Rate Aamn Remarks
1. 86 rd 2601 0 5 MNORMAL HE
2, 151 pa 2613 0o 5 " "
3. 86 rd 2802 5 10 1 "
ke 151 F& sHiles = 5., 400 i, i
5. 86 ¥d 2803 10 15 " n
6. 151 Fd 2615 10 15 - " !
7. 90 Fd One Bty 2801, g " “n
8, 90 Fd One Bty 2805 o 15 " 0
9, 90 Fd One Btﬁ 2806 0 15 " "
10, * Belgion Arty 2807 o 35 " 1
11, Belgian Arty = 2808 0: - 15 " it
12, Dutoh Arty 2809 0 15 " "
13« 419 Hy Bty 2810 . U 5 RAPID i
1Y, 165 Hy .Ms. Regt One Bty 2811 0 15 3 rpgpm " Adrburst
15, 165 Hy AhRogh One Bty 2812 0 15- " -
16, 165 Hy &b ﬁcgt One Tp 20821 E 0. 15 L " i
2822
i;. Conecs on Call

To be worked out by all

btys able to reach ;-

2816

2817

2818.
2819
2820
2821
2822

ALl regts, whether firing in the barrages or not, will work

out ALL cones,
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5. LIST OF (O-ORDS

Tgt No. E. N. Ht. (1) Remarks
2801 138950 502150 .30

437950 501800 30
2002 138800 503450 30

438370 502500 30
2803 439150 502850 - --- ~30

: 238850 503750 30

2804 457100 503300 35

136650 503580 D
2805 1436150 501.350 35

435960 501750 35
2806 435510 501200 35

135220 501640 35
2807 442050 501000 30 CONC (NOT on Trace)
2808 _ 442200 500000 35 CONC (NOT on Tracc)
2E09 131700 501440 40 STONK 160° (0T on Trace)
2810 441500 508200 25
2811 L40350 506980 25
2812 137370 506234 25
2813 438750 499900 35

438600 501250 35
281% 439000 500750 25

439000 502150 35
2815 44,0600 502560 35

139250 502200 35
2816 440000 508300 25
2817 4,38C0 509450 25
2818 LLB000 508000 25 (MOT on Trace)
2819 L19800 510900 25 (NOT on Trace)
2820 112800 513030 25 (MOT on race)
2821 435200 505250 30 CONC (HOZ on Trace)
822 " 433350 504230 30 CONC (MOT on trace)
823 L2200 .. 5L06C0 25 CONC (MOT on Tracc)
282), 42,0500 512200 25 CONC (NOT on Trace)
2825 138800 515250 30 CONC (NC® on Trace)
2826 437200 5114300 30 coNC (NOT on Trace)
2827 L34200 511650 25 CONC (NOT on Trace)

(Signed) COCOOCOCOOGEIX

B, Lu’n Iﬂtlj-‘.)r R, &
16 Sep 4% B. MRty Gds Arnmd Div.
1130 B hrs



» APFENDIX 'D!
= 2b - TO PART I

RE ASPECT OF OFERATION "GARDEN"

SCOPE OF TASK

1. The problem facing tha CE in the "GARDEN" Operation was
entirely one of nrlégwp, part from the four major obstacles of
the MEUSE, MEUSE - WAAL C aml, VAAT, and NEDER RLJN thero were, at least,
two sizeable water obstacles before the MEUSE was reached, namely, the
WILHEINMINA Canal and the Z0TD WITINNS VART Canal,

PLANNING ;

2, (a) Although tha lirbornec forces were being dropped with the
object of capturing the bridges intact, engincer planning had
to be based on the worst cazes where all obstacles would have
to be bridged,

(b) Another factor in planning was that although the bridges might
be blown, the Airborne forcos might be in possession of the
sites =nd routes in between, so that work could be carried out
on all bridges smultmcously iff rafits wore wsed to ferry
bridging couipment forward,

ORGANISATION AND CONTROL

3 In order to meet these comnitments, a large ongineer force
was assembled at BOURG LEQCOLD under the Corps Chief Engineer, their
control being decentraliscd through CsAGRE who were placed under cormand
of Corps for that purpose, This involved :=

(a) three CsAGRE,

(b) two formations of Army Troops Engineers,

(¢) two formations GHQ Troops Engincers,

(d) two formations Cenadian Army Troops Engineors,
(e) two Mechanical Equipment Flatoons,-

The above was, of coursc, in addition to Corps Troops, Divisional
Engineers, and the Corps Mechanical Equipment Platoon, The Divisional
Engineers were to be placed under command CsAGRE, as reguired, according to
the circumstances, In all, there vas a total of about 9,000 Royal
Engineers smd Pionecrs, not counting the Adirficld Construction Units,

b Nearly the whole resourccs of the Army Group Bridge Column
were assembled at BOURG LEOPOID under their CRASC with four Bridge
Company HQs.

5. Thiz amount of bridging equipment on wheels wus suff'icient to
provide bridges over the initial obstacles, bridges and rafts over the
MEUSE - WAAL Canal, Closc Support Raf'ts ovcr the WAAL snd NEDER RIJN
and a Class 9 Briduu ovor NEDER RIJI,

6. In additioa, a large amount of bridging cquipment, about
2,000 lorry loads, was brought to BOURG LEOPOID and durgped. This vas
3u.f’ficie,nt to prov:a.dc cventually three bridge crossings over each major
obstacle, either on pontoorsor barges, and to refill all the bridging

vehiclea,

«es/ RE CORPS PLAN
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RE CORPS PLAN

Te With the knowledge that this bridging was at BOURG LEQPOLD

and could be called forward on priority, no bridging was put in to the

order of march cxecpt a small amount under the direct conmand of the

Guards Armoured Division ; this was sufficient to bridge small _
obstacles on the route and to provide Assault Boats and Rafts to got

the leading troops and tanks over the major obstacles should the bridges

be blowvm, but held by our ovm Airborne Troops,

BRIDGING COLUMNS

8. Plans were, therefore, made to form pre-arranged columns to
meet various contingencies of a major bridging commitment., These
columns were given code=names and convoy serial numbers so that they
could be called forward by the Traffic Control organisation when required,
The columns so constituted were, roughly, as follows :=

(a) Columms to provide bridges and rafts over each obatacle
on the assumption that all bridges were blovn but held
by ovr troops, and that bridging over each obstacle would
take place at the same tine,

(b) Colums to provide the full scale of rafts and bridges
for individual obstucles should any onc be blown and held
by ouwr own troops,

(c) Columnz to provide assault equipment and initial bridging
and rafts for each individual obstacle should it be held
by the encmy, -

(d) Colums to provide duplicatc bridges over each river should
the cxisting bridge be intnct,

(e) A eolun to go right through pnut ARNHEM to provide
equipment to form an opposcd bridgehcad over the IJSSEL,

9 Each colurn included the correct number of RE Units and
formations to carry out the task, which had been planncd and studied by
them, In 211, twenty differont columns were planned and details
worked out. Of these colurms, four werc cventually called forward,
exactly as planned and the system worked very well. Subsequent
bridging was called up 25 required on an "ad hoc" basis,
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TC PART I
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CSC 30 CORES SIGNAL INSTRUCTION KO.12

(To be read in conjunciion with 30 Corps Op Instr No.2k -

Operation "GARDEN")

INFORMAT ION.
XXX X;‘L}Q.J{ LXXAIXXXLXXEREXRR
INTENT ICON *
L., . Teo érovide coms for operaticn MARKET-GARDEN,
5a Normal Cerps cams will be maintained as shown at Aunexurs

“l.  15/19 H will keep set on Corps Secondaxry Net until they pass

to comd 506 RCT.

6 Special cams for MARKET as follews (sec diagrams at
Lrnexures 2 and 3).

(i) Two links, A9-and All, between Main Second irmy - 3C
Corps - Br Airborne Corps in UK. These are already
establisheds When comns have been established with |
Airborne Covps after i has dropped, comme will be
maintained on vhichever of A9 or All is the better.

(ii) Ome link (C5) 30 Corvs - Br iirborre Cerxpa - 101 US 7
Airborne Div -- Main Second irmy - Tac Second isrmy.
Two British operaters have been attached to 101 US
Adrborne fiv te wexrk on C5.

(1ii) | One link (C&) Nnin Second .xmy - Tac Second Army - 30
' Corps - Br Lirberne Corps.

{iv) 101 US Lirberne Div is dending wo HQ 30 Corpa one 30R
193 with US op-rators to work on Clh to the Airborne Div
Guard sets of 101 UR Airborme Div, 82 US Airborne Div
and’ 1l Br Airborne Iiv in turn, Twe US operators are
being sent to Gds Armd Div To work on Clli. o set to be
provided by Gds Armd Div (sec Anhx 2),

(v) 101 US Airborme Div is proviling 5 SCR .300 (Fi sets),
each with two operatcers, o werk between fwd elts of -
Gds drmd Div and fwd elts 1Vl US Adrberme Dive The
operateors will come conplete with all necessary copde
details, -

5
L

(vi) Div irty Go. 3 No.19 Scts and 1 Gdn 9 Set aach with
US operators will work a Div ixty Gp from CRA Gds fxrmd
Div to FOOs with I'd Regta of Gds Armd Dive. Tire contrcl
tgete from Airborre liva will come up on the gp as required.

(vii) Med Arty Gp. 84 Med Rogt will have one set for which
a US operater is being provided to which tiva contrcl sets
of Ldrborne Divs will werk as required.

I'I/El
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(viii)

(ix)

- 29

One 76 Set with crew will move with DA & QUG Br Lirborne
Corps tc work on C6 to Rear Br Airborne Ccrps in UK. This
set will be with Reaxr 30 Corps until Airborne Cerps
seaborne tail joins Main Alrborne Corps Q.

AS soon as seaborne tail of Br Airborne Corps HQ joins

Br iirborne Corps HQ, a one-to =one link will be established
between Rear 30 Corps and Br Airborne Corps. Second Army

is providing the set at Rear 30 Corpss. Details of freq

and linksign will fnllowe

Freguenciess

Te

Be

(1)
(ii)

For detailed freg allotment see Annexure 5.

r

Freg lists will be in use in Second Axmy as follows :-

30 Corps Corps List A
8 Corps ' " B
12 Corps " G .
Gds Armd Div Armmd Div List &
11 frmd Div i B -
7 ixrmd Div L C
50 (N) Div Inf Div List A
43 Diy s D
15 (S) Div " B
53 Iiv Y C

3 Br Div gl B

L Lirmd Bde Indep Bde List C
8 Lxmd Bde 8 9 L

Codes.

()

(®)

()

General,

Alrborne finns hold only Airborne Code keys and therefore
ground fins commnicating with Airborne frms will always
usc Lirborne keys.

Code Signs.

Row Registers of Airborne fmns have already been distributed.
Code signs for use on special links are detailed by
scquence and row nuber with a schedule of wireless nets
at Annexure 5« Copies of a special Airborme Code Sign
Extract are attached at Annexure 6 (not included)s  Ground
frms must realise that Lirborme frns know only the code
signs of Airborne fims and do not understand Sccond lxmy
code signse VWhen meking contact on Guard Waves or using
RT codes, if it is necessary to indicate the names of
ground fins thuy must, contrary to normal practice, be
encoded in SLIDEX.

It is inportant that the use of SLIDEX to conceal the
names of fims is reduced to the minimum.

SLIDEX & MAFLAY.

Airborne Tps SLIDEX and MAPLAY keys have already been
distributed and keys for further pericds follow. These
SLIDEX keys will be used with normal Br:irmy SLIDEX cards
for comn to Br Airborne fims dovm to and incl Div level
of Airborne fims.  When using SLIDEX to US Adrborne Divs,
Lirborne Tps SLIDEX keys will be used with imerican
SLIDEX cards.

v o(d) /huthentication
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(d) Authentication.
For the purpose of meking contact on Div or Corps Guard
Waves or for authentication on the comns to be set up
between ground and Airborne fims, Combined Authentication
System CCBEF,0122, Serial A6, will be used with the sheet
for the day concerneds The first method of authentication
detailed in CCBP.0122 will e useds airborne fmns will
understand no other mesns of authentication.
CITHER,
9 The following One Wime Pad links will be held.
(1) Nine-woy - Helder OQut Table Pad Number
Spare at Second Army 200
Main Second irmy 205
iain Airborne Corps 206
Main 21 Army Go 207
Gds Axmd Div 208
43 (W) Div 209
Tac Second Axuy 210
Spare at 30 Corps : 211
Main % Corps 123
(ii) Three-way
Second Lrmy 13 (3v Corps 368
+(30 Corps 14 (Second army 369
101 US Airbornme Div 15 (1 iirborne Div 370
30 Corps Nos 30 Corps 367
+(Second Army o Second Army 383
82 US Airborne Div follow (52 (L) Div 38l
30 Corps 371 EGds Armd Div 36
Second Lrmy 372 +(101 IJS Lirborne Div 37
Main Airborne Corps 373 (Spare at 30 Corps 38
Gds frmd Div 33 Gds Armd Div 30
+(82 US Zirborne Div 34 +(1 Br Airborne Biv 31
Spare at 30 Corps 35 Spare at 30 Corps 22
Pads marked '+! arc "Letter Pads" for which instrs to use
have been issued through ciphcr channels,

(iii) Special .drborne Double Transpositien Cipher has been
distributed down to and incl Bde level for use in the event
of lateral cipher comn with Br Airborne fims being required.
Distritutior within Br Airborne fmns is as follows -

HQ Br lirberne Ccrps (Main, Rear and AFCE)
HO 1 Adrborne Div =2nd all bdes,
HQ 52(L) Div and a1l bdes
HE 1 Polish Indep Para Bde
(iv) It is hoped to provide M209s (US cipher machine) for 30
Corps, Gds sxmd Div, Secoud Lrmy and@ 43 (W) Piv in case
the US forces use this, Insters will Be issued through
cipher channels,
(v) Rear HQ Br .irborne Corps in UK will contimue to operate

the usual Corps ciphers and messages for clearence in

vos/UK
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UK should be routod to thems It is particularly
important that the corrcct code sign is used.

TIME
10. Zone 4 time comes into force D300 17 Scp Ll
1ls H hour is 171400i.
]:2- ..'I;GK.
(sigred) XX XXX
Time of Signature ...+6022%.... Brigadier
Chief Sigmel Officer
Method of issue «..0204,200, 8, 5.8 | ' 30 Corps
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ANNEXURE 5 to CSQ 30 Corps

SReY LTLLOTIUINT = 8 AIRBURNE CURES

ANNEXURE 5 toAPPENDIX ‘E!

Sig Instr Npo.1l2 Part T.
Net Time of
N0 Designation of Net Freq Control Sta Opening Qutstas Reamarks Sequence & Row Nurbers.
Q5 Br Airborme Corps RL 1 2420 Main 30 Corps H - 1 hr Main Br Airborme Corps P15 RG9
lain Second Arny Pl Rr72
101 US Airborne Div F15 R15
Tac Second Army FL R72 4+ affix 5
cé Supply link 1 day 4595 lain Br Airborne H hcur Rear Br Airborme Corps F15 RL7
night 3085 Curps 1 airborne Div to follow
I & QMG Br Airborne Corps Fl5 ]74
c8 Br airborne Corps RI2 3435 Mein Seeond fymy H = 1 hr iiain Lirborne Corps F15 R10
Main 30 Corps E6 R53
Tac Second .roy listening F15 RIO 4+ Affix 5
c10 Corps Guard Wave L100 as required F15 R14
Clk Div Guard Wave LO50 ¥ain 30 Corps H-1h 13Br isirborne Div F18 al .
82 US sirborne Div B10O REB Ak
101 US airborne Div H10 R51 L
Gds Armd Div E9 R11 1
49 Second army UK link 1 L4790 Main Second Army in llain 30 Corps 6 R31
2900 operstion Br iAdirborne Corps (UK) F15 R5
A1 Secrnd srmy UK link 2 )60  Main Second arpy in Br iirborne Corps (UK) Eh R52
1980 operation Main 30 Corps. 16 R31
iv Arty Net 4160  CRA Gds ipmd Div H hour . 3 FOOs (Airborne) E20 R66
E20 R70
E20 RSO
HQ 101 US iirborne Div Fd Arty H10 R19
H{ 82 US jirborne Div Fd irty B10 R53
Med Arty Net ~ 5150 8l Med Regt H hour  Set with fwd tps 101 US Air-
borne Div H10 R30
Set with fwd tps 82 US iir-
borne Div B1O R48



GENERAL SITUALTCN OF 30 COLPS FRONT 17 SEPTEMBER 19LL.

——an

DISPCSIPION /ND ENEMY ,CIIVITY

1. (2) Dispositions
The dispositions or 30 Corps prior to operztion "MARKET
GARTEN" on 17 September arc shown at Appendix 'B' to
Part I.

(b) Enemy Activity

During the previous 48 hevrs there had becn little
enemy 2ctivity on the Corps front, othsr than loeal
infiltration and patrois.

Th; Corps bricgehcad over the KMEUSE - ESCAUT Canal was
firmly and strongly beld by 50 (N) Division (231
Iifantry Brigadé), backed by elements of the Guards
armoured Division. The gncty put in a number of strong
counter awtacks agrivst *the bridgchezl, btut directed his
main effort on to the 12 Corps bridgehead over the
MEUSE - ESCAUT Canel at GIHEFL 0686..

It was estimnted that the cnomy. strength on 30 Corps
front, which wis to coposc the break out from the bridge-
head, was approdnatcly six indsnixy battalions backed by
about 20 .FVs and a dozen cr s¢ field and medium guns.
The numbcy off G8 s on “he Corps front was not estimated
tc be mary, whrile the preseace of tanks was suspected
but net cont'imaed:

ERILGE SITU.TICN.

2. The bridge situation was Shav Tue R reports showed that
all the prineipal bridees over the ma'n ~micr ovstacles on the
Corps axis of advance ware intact.

Corps Troops W9 had esgleced a Class 4O supplementary
bridge over the MBUSE .. 8SCLUT Gonal within the existing bridge-
head, thercby easing the broal out.

VEATHER AND CONPIRE.LIICHN OF 057" ZON

3 The day was- finc with 2 3lisht wind oand favourable for
airborne operaticns. On the merning 17 Septenber, Second iy
Main confirmed that operation "ILRVET G RIFN" would 4coke place;
by 1230 hours HQ 30 Coruve wececined irom I Aivborne Troops the
information th=t the leading olemsnbs of 1 British Airhorne
Division, 82 US .idirberne Division opd 101 Jirborne Division were
on their way frorn. their hoie bases in BNLAND,

OBJECTIVE AND PORMATION ORDERS.

Le For referenc? vurposes the aain axtracis of the Qperation
Orders of the Cuards ~rmourcd Divizion. 50 (M) Division and 1
British Airborne Corps, togother wiih the DZs of 1 Ailrbornc Corps
are shovn at Appendices s fo0dllows ;=

Appendix 'L' - Cuarde Lrmcured Division.
ippendix “1i' - 50 (N} Division,
Appendix "NT - L Brisskh iirzborne Corps.

-~
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CROUND TROCES
5e <% 1310 heurs, Commond.r 30 Corps saw that the airborne

drop was procceding according te plen, and the order to the Guards
irmourcd Division was iiven to attack ot 1435 hours. 5 Guards
srmeured Brigade werc led by the IRISH GULRIS Group which had one
squadron of taniks leoading, folicwsd by 2 tank-carried infantry
company. They in their turm werce followed by a squadron of 2 HCR
so placed for immediatc rolease onec the break Dut had becn achieved,

At Pirst 2 rolling and noxyew berrage of six ficld
regiments wes put down covering 1,000 yards either side of the
EINDHOVEN road, This lasted ror 2C mirutes and was accompanied
by eight RP Typhoons attacking overy fivo minutes forr 35 minutes,
folloved by further squadcons dicvcctod by an RAF contreller in a
centact coxr on to targets indicated by Guards Jrmourcd Division.
The contact car was the noxt vehiele to that of tha Commender of
the lcading armoured groups 4t the some time, but only lasting
for 10 minutcs, a wolling © ;Lu‘_'bc vias olso put dovm by threc medium
regiments. Timod COHG"’TJ'LI‘.I:LHH‘; were also fircd for 15 minutes
by threc field regiments, BELGL YN artillcry, and o DUTCH artillery
Heavy Battery. A Heavy L4 Rupglisent fired airbursts with good .
effects - When the artillory programne finished, & mmboer cof well
sited spandaus und ﬂmti-—tdnk qans came Yo life, ond these let the
leading squadron throush and "brewed up" 8 tanks of the sscond
squadron, To deal i uh thcse, tonks sprayed every hedpe with a
hail cf fire and then the infantry wert in to mop up.

By 150 hours the loading squeiren of the IRISH GU.RIS
Group, congisting of n crroured reginment and one infantry battalion,
had cressed the frontier into [OLLID, and was in contact with sbout
200 enery infantyy who weee cur in on cach side of the road; they
werc being supported by a fow cpeny &P guns and hared fighting took
nlace in "hlcn o nuriber ol our’ tuuks were lost, To overcome this
temperary check, « further set-nicce f.ttrzc}:, surverted by a Typhoon
"cab rank" was stuged; this attack was only mrtially successful,
and at 180C hours the mediwa RL barrage 1“5_L.L.ui in the norning
had to be lifted forward and & u_;a(..:".t(..-la Thig weight of supporting
fire, accompanicd by =~ ground attack, had the desirced effect, and
by 1815 hours the IRISH GUIRDS CGrouy, sogainst weakening opwosition,
had crossed 2 suall river SOUTHD of ViLENSGwiD, ronching the tovm
at last light, and there they horboured for the night., The inmcdiate
close support of the Typhoons had beon 4 great suvccess. They released
their rockets whilst over our ovm fresis and these were nost ct'fective-
ly aimed. Plentiful uvse of yellew sncke and strips wes made by
the infantry and tanks, -:s;x.-c:i.-';ll;-; those deployed off’ the road.

v "] -\

50 Divisionlcontinucd to helld the bridpgehead area, leoss, 2
IEVON and 1 DORSET of 451 Briade. Those te be bhalions werc ordered
to advance in rear cof' the Cuozds imeured Division with the cbjeet of
mopping up, 2nd by last 1i vht they werc cstoblished on 2 gencral line
SV from BORKEL 3902.

.

The coony vesiticns had heon much stironger than expected
end the Guards Jamourcd Division had to fipght savapely to effcet theéir
break out from the briagchand cstablishod over the HIUSE - ESCAUI Canal.
During the poriod of the advence, wnich was some 7 to 8 miles, the
eneny had dirccted hic ~ttncls yninst $he NOKIH shoulder of the

e ./bl‘il“._{“"ﬁ shead
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bridgehead but had made no impression., Furthcr, his continuous
attacks werc dctermined and were supported by guns and mortars,
Identification established that the ecnany fighting on he Corps front
consisted of 1 and 3 Battalions of the 6 Parachute Regiment and two
battalions of 9 SS Division, thc presence of the two SS battalions
being a completc surprisec.

AIRBORNE TROOLS.

6. Landings of the First jirborne Corps took place against

only limited oppositions 4t 1300 hours paratrocps of 101 US Lirborne
Division werc firmly cstoblished at ZON 4426, SOUTH of ST OEIENRODE
4332, and WEST of VEGHEL 4737. Successful drops had also been made
in the vicinity of the main bridges at GRIVE and NIJMEGEN by 82 US
Alrborne Division and at LRNHEM by 1 British Lirborne Division. The
bridge at GR.VE was sccurcd intact but that at ZON 4426 was blown;
NIJMEGEN and iRNHEM bridges were intazct but not in our hands., It

can be said thet complete surprisc was gainced in the initial stages
and resistance was not at first organiseds Enemy flek was much lighter
than had been expected and no fighter opposition had been encountered.
The re-supply of all these formations was up to schedule, and loss

of aircraft had been.neglipible.

FL.NKS.

7e . On 30 Corps RIGHI', 8 Corps vare preparing to bridge with 3
British Division EiST of the Corps boundary, thereby drawing off cnemy
attention from 30 Corps' thrust. |

On the LEFT, 12 Corps ordered a night attack end this was
successful, a bridghead being established over the MEUSE - ESC.LUT
Canal, with thc object of establishing n Class 9 bridge by sarly
rmorning 18 September. Both Corps had reported that during the peried
16/17 Scpterber, encry reaction on their front had becn considerable.

‘" 4IR_SUPFORT.

Be During 17 September 550 sorties werc flovm by 83 Group

in support of the ground trcops. Attacks by Tyvhoons alon: the
EDDHOVEN road were continuous from 145C to 1850 hours. Those
attacks assistad cosening up some of the stiff cncny positions in
the woods on cach side of the V/IKENSLJRD road and in the ¥illage
itself where Tiger tanks were attacked with success. The display

of fluorescent pancls was a marked success, only one vehicle being
attacked in rear by our aircraft. :

This close RaF support was controlled by one of the Rl
contact cars with IRISIl GUIRDS Group. The scale of attack was as
follows =

B aircraft every 5 minutes for 35 minutes and subsequently
8 aircraft every 10 minubcs until such time as ground troops could
make more projress.

Thereafter, Typhoons strafed on the 30 Corps axis of advance
up to the time thaet the Guerds irmaourced Division reache? VAIKENS{/URD
EL108.

These attacks, put in by Typhoons, were only sone 5C yards
on eithcr side of the road and 100 yards ahead of the leading vehdcles.
It should be noted that the usual aid of showing 25 pr red smoke was
not required because the I Squadron Leader controller in the contact
car was able to control the nireraft visuelly to their targets as
indicated by the OC IRISH GU/RIS Greups .. sccond R contact cor

"a l/".!:UV&_‘ il

v e |



- 39 -

moved with 30 Corps and was previously briefed, with the primary tasks
of veceiving by VHF, (very high frequency), 2 Tac R report, from a
specially briefad recce aireraft, of the accuracy or ctherwisc of the
Airborne drops to enable the Corps Copmander to decide on his zerc hour,
This i% did "and also received Tac R inform=ticn from othcr reconneis-
sance airceraft during the operation.

ENEMY 4IR ACTIVITY.

9. Although the enemy put up a fairly strong fighter force, he
was either unable or unwilling to interfere with the airbornc operations
or the close support afforded tc our ground troops by 83 Group RAF.

SUMMARY

10, In summexy it can be said that an excellent situation had
been created. The whole Corps was poised to advance in any order,
thereby giving the required flexibility should the order of march
have to be altereds The combined ground and airborne attacks had
gone sccording to plan, complete surprise had been achieved, and

the enenmy's back areas had also been surprisecd. The R.F with 83
Greoup had given closc and intimate support, and the Corps artillery,
reinforced by 2ll divisional ‘artillery, had put dovn a barrage which
enabled the break out from the bridgechead by Guards .rmoured Division
to be successfully accomplished, although only af'ter fierce fighting.
The bridgehead area was finmnly held by. 50 Division, and 43 Division
was rcady to move across the MEUSE ~ ESCLUT Canal wher roquired. /X8
regards the airborne operations, 1 British 4irberne Corps was close
up 2nd in possession of the NORTH end of *hc [RNHEM bridge, while

82 US iirborne Division had captured GRAVE bridge and bridges over
MALS = WALL Canal 678603 7C1541, but had nct yet reached the SOUTH
approaches to the NIJMEGEN bridge. 101 US Lfirberne Division had
secured all its objectives along the Corps axis of advance between
EINDHOVEN and GRaVE.




SCT10H 6.
‘ 30 GORES OFERADICNS 16 SELTEIBER 194k
GENERAT, SITULTION
18 [ The setting for cooravions on 18 Scptomber was that the

enemy had effected an orderly withivewal during the previous night,
that heé was in greater strength ond guality then expected, and that
the diffiicult naturc of the country on either side cf the Corps axis
of advonce favourcd the defenmcc and westricted our nbility to deploy.
Therefore, the need for more ivfaniry was anperent zsnd for this reason
the move forward of 69 Infantry Brignde of 50 (N) Infantry Division
was accelerated by Comnander 30 Corps. 4 Brigadc Group of 43 Division
was also directed to be prepared te rrove up 23 required.

The enemy was still meking reveceted attacks on the WEST of
the bridgehead over the MEUSE ~ ESCAUT, but with the 50 Division taking
over complcte responsibility for holding the bridgehead secure, the
Guards srmoured Division would be freec to concentrate its attention
forward.

No definite news was wwvoilable about the bridges over the
rivers Wiaili end NEDER RIJN Dus it wae knovm that the one 2t GRAVE over
the MAAS wes intact and in our honds.

TASKS 30 CORES PORM:TIONS 1§ S:ptonboc.

12, The tasks as given to the ‘crmations of 3 Corps and those
units under cormand were os follors ;.-

(2) Guards Armoured Division. (

No change from tasks showw in paragravh 8 (a) Part I,

(b) 50 (N) Division.

(1) Be prepaved to emend up to one brigade in clearing
woods on the flavke of the axis and keeping axis

open'Lre. lue S0 )t VALKENSWAARD
EL10E.

(ii) One brigade to hold bridgchehd over the MEUSE - BSCAUT
Canal. : 3

(4ii) 69 Brigade to close up,[from IEERINGEN arca. )

(¢) 43 Division.

Be prepared to nove one brigade groupn rapidly to go under
cormand Guards saxmoured Division.if the latter encountered ,
during their advonce, sericve opposition in country re-
quiring iriantcys

: : % o, M SeRh
ud) Commanders or represcntatives ol 15/19 M, L4 RPR and SRY )
to report te BGS merning of the 18th.

GROUND TROOQLS.

13, +t 060C hours the CGuords covpcurad Division, led by IRISH
GUIRTS Group, rcsuned their advanee Crom V.DKENSORD #2108 and con='
tinued to mect considersinle opposition ~lenpg the twe roads NORTH and
EAST of the towm. The enany, genceally spesdding. were in the same
strength and quality as these encountepred on 17 September. They
were using Panther Sanks and thedir inlaotry wers paking imlt use

of the wooded countevy waich lined noch side of the reond,  (LLST

“ . ,/1'13;.2131,
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EL213, due NORTH of VILKENSWASRD EL108, was reported by 2 HCR to be
firmmly held. 4 cne-way bridge cover a suzll river just SOUTH of
ViLKENSYAARD caused a considerable traffic jam, but this was quickly
cleared and the flow of traffic meintained. Lpprucisting that this
would continue tc be a bottle-neck, the Corps Cermander directed that
ancther bridge be built forthwith, bBut that Guards Aznoured RE re-
sources were 0P to be used, as the route was adeguate for the divisien
which was keeping its bridging resources for the WILHELMIN: Canal.
During this pericd therc was nc enamy zir sctivity and our ovm air
COVEr Was cperative.

Eventually, ALST was repcrted clear, but the cnemy again
imposed delay from a concrete strong poirt two miles to the NOETH.
Meanwhile, armoured cars of 2 HCR were exploring the oridges to
EINDHCVEN. On thc RIGHT, the right~hand sguadron of 2 HCR wes held
up by infantry established to the RBAST of VALKENSWALRD but on the
LEFT flank armoured cuars were oxploiting towards EINDHOVEN and WEST
of it wherc contact was made with eneny paratroops.

By 1100 hours, it was confirmed from civilian scurces that
EINDHOVEN was strongly held and it wzs then decided by Conmandér IRISH
GU/RDS Group to try to by-pass the tovn by the WEST reutes They were
again held up by determined enemy resistiance NCRTH of AALST, but on
our securing EINTHOVEN the cnemy withdrew, thereby leaving this group
a clear run through on to ZON EN425, To the WAST, the 32 Guards
Brigade started to move on thc secondary route, but after gocd initial
progress, were held up between VALXENSW.URD and LEENDE EL808. 4t
1230 hours,the 32 Guards Brigade cdirscted an attack on LEENDE, but
were held w by well directed enemy fire coming Ifrom the woods situated
NE cf V.IXENSW: .ARD,

Owing to the woakneas of oridges, which would not take tanks,
the GREN,.DIER GIJARDS CGroup could make 1ittle progress on the roads
WEST of EINDHOVEN and had to come back on to the main axis.

At 1700 hours, 101 US iLirberne Division reported that
EDDHOVEN was fiymly in its hands, and that the IRISH GU.RDS Croup
had linked up wvith it on the NCRTH edge of the town, licanwhile,
WELSH GU.RDS Group meving on the subsidiary axis were reported to
be having 2 atern fight, tut by last light they had overccome eneny
resistance and werec established just SOUTH of GELDRCP EL816, vhich
was still held by the eneny,

In suwmmary, the ncesition at last light was tant the Guards
Armcured Division was fMirily eostablished, cenired on EINDHOVEN
with the 5 Guards armuoured Brigade Group holding firmly the SOUTH
bank of the Canal SOUTH of ZON bridge ELL25 which had been blovm.
The 50 (N) Division continued mopping ur overations and maintained
their hold over the MEUSE - ESCAUT Cunal. 1 LJRSPUS tock over
VALENSWAMRT.  Throupghout the day, the cneny continued to attack
the bridgehead cver the MEUSE - ESCAUT Canal firom the NE, These
attacks were supported by twenty worters and twelve guns but were
beaten off after sUilf fighting.

In addition, tho cnoayy attoupisd to disrupt communicstions
along the existing axis, particulsarly the bridge over the MEUSE -
ESCAUL Canal Tat these attenpts were unsuccessi'uls

50 (1) Division passed teporarily under cperational comsnand
of 8 Corps, =5 it was decided 30 Corps skould be relieved cf the res-
ponsibility for safepuarding the tridgé sres snd thelr axia of
advance from that bridge up teo EINDHOVIG, It vwms noteworthy that 50
(N) Division thus left operational comnand of 3¢ Corps for the first
time since jugust 1943+

«ae/The
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The bridge situaticn was that the Guards .rmoured Division
were building a cluss 40 bridge over the canal at ZOW E4425 and this
was 't0 be completed by first light morning 19 September so that the
arnmoured thrust towards GEL.VE E6253 could be continued. 82 US
Airborne Division had copturcd intnct the bridge at GRAVE, The
bridges at NIJECEN and .-.RN}IE_. were 2lso reported to be intact but
not yet secured by clements of 82 US Airborne Division and 1 British
Adrborne Division. 101 IS Airberme Division reported that all the
remaining bridges across thic water obstacles along the main axis of
advance werc intact and firmuly held.

( AIRBORNE TRQOES.

1% (a2) 101 US .irborne Division.

101 US Airbogne Division continued to consolidate its hold
on all the nodal points on the axis of advance up to and
oxcluding the bridge ot GRIVE. To date, its losses hed
been light,2nd cenemy -opposition against nodal po" nts vhich
thoy held had not becn active,

(b) 82 Us Adrborne Division.

In the NIULEGEN w@xrea, 82 US Lirborne Division was est-
ablished SOUTH of the NLTZCFN bridge with 2 firm base on
the high ground SOUTH of the town. They alse further
consolidated their held on this asrea éand extended this up
the IS - UL Canal. Z¥lements of this division were
conly some 300 yards from the bridge itself, but could
get no closer a2s the eneny was defending it with SF

guns snd hesvy machine guns firing from nre—war concrete
pill boxes. - .

The fly-in off 327 Glilex Inf=ntry Repiment was success-
fully achieved on this duy with negligible losscs.

(¢) 1 British Airborne Division.

In the .GWHEL srea, L Dritish slirborme Division was
established JEST and N of the town, but the ¢newmy, consis-—
ting of 35 units and roinf'crced with tanks and 5P guns,

was holding the tovm itself. The situation was obscure.
Informstion was hard to et and comnunicaticns were
difficult owing to bad westher and the intense bombardment
that the perdmeter of the area, held Ly 1 British iirborme
Division, was receiving from the enecmy.

Little was kncwn of the 1 Parachute Bripgade, other than
civilian reports which stnted that clements were still
holding out near the NORLIH ond of the JJNIEM bridge. This
subsequently jroved to be corrcct.

No cormunicﬁtinn vias ostablished with 1 Parnchute Brigade
throushout the y, in spite of attempts by 11 Parachute
Battalion -nd thc 3 ST to break through to the RBAST.

The First Division build-up was continued during the day
by the arrival of 4 Parachute Rri,_’r_".dc and sub units of .ir
Landing and Divisicnal troous.

As repnrds maintenance of this Division, the re-supply on
this dny wns not successful as it was all dropped on the
enery, and this was undoubtedly lerpely duc to henvy ceneny
flak which had beon thickened up by flak trains operaiing
WEST of Jddilibid. In '\-.‘1f1¢,n, weather conditions werc far
from favourable owing to Lad visibility.

«es(d)/Since



(@) Since the start of the cperation, iirborme Corps reported
thet they had taken about 90C priscners of war but that
their ovm c¢asualties werc beginning to mount up.|

AIR SUPEFORT,

15, Durxing the whole day the weather was the limiting factor,
as it was bad both cver zirfields and the bottle areca; consequently,
the ground trocps of the leading brignde of the Guerds Armourcd
Division did not get the same close and intimate support that they
had received on the vrevious day. In addition, the ground situation
lacked the clarity which on the proevicus day had enzbled the degree
of intimate support already described to be achieved, This made
rapid progress difficult =2gcinst the eneny who continued to hold his
positions, well duy; in and with weapons well sited, with great
deterninction. .

ENELY AIR ACTIVITY.

16, There was 1little interference to our ground troops by
eneryy air activity, but an unsuccessful attack was made on JOES
BRIDGE over the LEUSE - ESCAUL Canal.

FLAKS.

17. On 30 Corps nIGHT 8 Corps had, aifter very stiff fighting,
established o small bridgchend over the ISCAUT Canal in the LILLE -
STHUBERT K4294 are:.

Cn 30 Corps LEFT, 12 Ccrps had cstablished ancther bridge-
head over the JEUSE Canal and by last light two brigades were across
on the Northern bank.
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70 CORES OFBRATICHS 19 SEPTRMBER
GENERAL SITUATICN
18, The situation at the threc main bridges over the Rivers

MAAS, WAAL and NEDER RidSN was that s-

82 US Airbecrme Division had confirmed that the GRAVE bridge
was intact and held by them.

Between the GRAVE nnd NLJWEGEN bridges the situation was
obscure, The Division reported fighting 300 yards SOUTH cf NIJMEGEN
bridge and that they werc in possession of bridges over MAAS - WAAL
Canal £78€03, It was knmown that they had been rorced to pull out
on to ground EAST of HIJLEGEN owing to the encmy threat developing in
the REICHTYALD FOREST arce on their RIGHT flank,

From ARNHEE little definite informaticn was available,

To counter the threst in the REICHWALD FOREST arca, the
COLDSTREAM GUARDS Group were tc be placed in suppcrt of 82 US Airborme
Division.

Guards Armourecd Divisicn vere ready and about to crcss by
the ZON bridge, having briken through the Lnemy‘s main resistance
whioh had becn encountored at EINDHOVEN,

TASKS.,
19. Continuation of tasks almcady allotted.
GROUND TROOQES.

20, At 0615 hours, 5 Guards armcured Brigade got away to a goed
start having passed over the Class 4O bridge at ZON which had been
completed during thc night 18419 Septembers. The timings for the
construction of the bridge, built by 14 Field Squadron Were approximate-
ly as follows :-

RE reconnalssancc reached the site at 1900 hours.
First bridging vehiole 2000 hours.
First vehiecle acrcss the bridge nN615 heurs,

By 0700 hours, the leading brigade was beyond VECHEL and heading for
the GRAVE bridge, 32 Guards Brigade following clcsc behind them. Al-
though 2 HCR reported oppositicn in UDEN 5342, by 0830 hours lecading
sub=units of the 2 RMOURED GRENADIFR GUARDS had crossed the River MAAS
using the GRIAVE bridge, and thus the first major obstacle had becn
secured for the further advance of 3C_Garps.

By 1115 hours, 15/19 HUSSARS had linked up with 101 US
Adrborne Divison in EINDHOVEN, thereafter coming under thoir command
for execution of their tasks. Onc squadren was in EIUDHOVEN and werked
NW towards BEST 3726, and EAST tc GELDROF E4816 and HEIMOND 5522. The
remaining two sgquadrons pushed ¥EST from ZGN to BEST 3726.

By 1400 hours, leading patrols cf 2 HCR had reached the River
Viil and 5 Guards .rmoured Brignde was concentrated SOUTH of NIJMEGEN.
Meanwhile, fierge fighting 2s going on in the town of NLJMEGEN itself,
which by this time was strongly held by clements of 9 SS .Divisicn and
Flak troops. They werc also holding the SOUTH end of the NIJHMEGEN
bridge over the River WiiL. 'The bridge was intact and although pro-
parcd for demolition thc leads had been cut, 1t was subsequently
found, by Dutch partisans. This vas indecd lucky as it was not

«s»/until
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until late the following day that the bridge was Tinzlly seized and
held by cembined British - US clements.,

To clear the bridge, a combined Guards irmoured Divisien
and 82 US Lirbornc Divigion attaock was planncd and put in at 1500
hours. This attack, led by the GRENADIER GUARDS Group whe made
an attempt te ferce a "blitz" crossing cver the NLJMEGEN bridge with
tanks, was net succesaful. The cncuy had plnced SP guns on the
SOUTH end of Ghe bridge and held 2 number of sircngeeints, including
concrcte pillboxcs, on the Southern end, The GUIRDS lest 2 number
of tanks, and altheugh they =2ttenvted with their infantry to by-pass
the spereoches te the bridge, they cculd make no headway.  attempts
to gt further obscrvation and information as to ths encmy strength
were made by swneeisl prrtics of infentry who climbed up te the reofs
of the highest houses and from which they snived ané shot 2t the
enemy. By lagt 1ligat the ~ttzck had definitely feiled and the
enemy were 8iill in posasescion of the SCUTH end of the bridge, which
wag still intact,

A% 1.0 henrs, Headauerters 30 Corps lizin, accompanied by
Ll ROYAL TANSS and the SEY rioved from the HECHTEL 3483 area tc pro-
ceed to MALDEM TO55 arca, vhich it did neot reach, owing tc encmy
ground and air aciélon, until the evening of 20 September, having
been in transit ue the main axis fer 24 hours, and having taken
rart in 2 shovp sciion to clear the axis,

at 19C0 hours the encmy attacked with tanks, with 2 heavy
supperting progromme on the ZCN bridge, and its area, in fn offort
to cut cur L of C, but this attack was successlully held by 4L ROYAL
TaKS and 501 RCT of the 101 US .drberne Division.

IR SUSEORT,

21, Weather was agrdn the liwmiting fector. Both over air-
fields and over the battle aren it wns bad for Llying. armouead
reconnaisssnce missions sent out h2d te be reealled on agcount ¢t
banks of low cloud., Only 75 scrtics were flown,

The resupply cf 1 ldirbornc Divisien was unsuccessful and
in c¢nemy hands,
- -

"";.J:Y .:‘tIR ;—.CT .LVIT‘ -

22, Beveral fommations nttacked targets in the NLIAKEGEN area

and this was fellewed by a recomnaissance in the EINIHOVEN - TTLBURG
arct.

AIRBORIE TROOES.

23, (8) L airbormc Division.

At JAMNHEM, 2t 1559 heurs, elements of L Parnchute Brigade
were otill in the vieinity of the NORTH end of the RN
bridge, tut they were not holding it.  They were also in
the Westomn end of JANDN itself, where they had established
themselves in o mmber of heuses and continued o beat cff
Jetermined enemy attncks,  The eneny, whe was employing
Tigor tonks, uscd the simule method of bl-sting @ hcouse
until 1% could no leniver =fford cover. In the bridge area
itself, bheavy fighting tock place but the true situstien
oS obscure as commnications were peor; the maln cnuss

cf indifferent commnicctions was largely becnuse crern-
tional conditiona neccoaitated Headgnrters being sited

in a rloce vhieh wns unsvitoble fer seod ccormunicntions.

It was kuowvm, hewerver, that ammni tion and supplics were
badly nceded, a8 most of the re-suvply carried cut on

M
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18 September was dropped in cnemy territory, The rersons

for this werc the cxtrermely heavy flak which wns erployed by
the cnomy against the unarmed Dokotns and this flak had boen
considerably thickeoned up since Sund~y 17 September ;3 Dakota
and fighter pilots reported that this was sone of the heaviest
that they hd yet experienced. Civilian sources reported that
tanks wore operatins against 1 lirborne Division perimeter,
and ~ request for immediate air support to corbat- this

threat was initiated by Comrander 1 Ldirborne Division during
the day, The Division's poasition was mnde moro precarious
as, owinz to bad weather, the drop of the Polish Parachute
Brirnde, which should have taken place on 19 September, was
delayed,

(b) 82 US iirborne Division

To help the Division in its task of protecting the area Sé’

of NIJJEGEN, thc COLDSTREAN GUARDS Growp of the Guards
armourcd Division was detsched and enme under cormand of 82 U
Airborne Division for operations duvring 19 Scptember,

As has bucn described above, c¢larents of this Division located

in the NIJMEGEN bridge arca, put in. an attack to capture the
bridee itscll in conjunctinon with the Guords ‘rmoured Division,
In ~ddition to this, the Division huld off stiff onemy opposition
in the BEEK 7560 nron, The cnemy had attackud with some

tanks and wns moking o nuisance of himself by omploying

scvernl 88 mm suns,  The: Division also succeeded in beating

off dctermined enemy attacks, although thesc were not in great
strengzth, in the GROESBLEK 7555 nreq.

(e¢) 101 US rirborne Division

The Divieion, with 15/19 HUSSARS under command, continucd

to maintain and sccure their hold on the various prrts of the
main nxis of 30 Corps I of C, ond on this doy their
dispostions were oo follows :—

(i) 501 RCT ~  areca VEGHEL 4737.
(ii) Onu dbattalion oft 502 - ST OEDENRODE 4232
Reriment
(iii) 506 RCT ~  FINDHOVEN with

detachmont ~t
ZON L4425,

(iv) Gli«"!.ur periment and arca 41127

airborne artillery

J’l

(v) 502 RCT, less one -~ aren BEST 3726,
battalion

The enery were in £0ir strength at SCHIINDEL 4038 which was
to the WEST of the axis, and at HEIMOND 5522 to the EAST of
the axis, In the HELMOND arce, the cenomy wns reported to
be NORTI and SOUTH of the towm and to ke deploying supporting
arms, particulsrly huavy nochine guns, The cstinmted number
of prisoncrs of war tukin by both 82 and 101 US lLirbornc
Divisions up to 1800 hours 19 Septenber wis spproximately
2,000, =11 of which, it was intoreating t» notc, werc from
anti-nireraft, Corman Adr orce and L of C units,

‘ldl/ThQ
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The Division's casunltics were estimnted as between
500 and 700,

FLANKS
2, The situntion un both the 8 and 12 Corps frontz was that

only limited advonces had been mode owing to the difficult nature of
the country which the uvneny was dofending stubbornly cnd.skiifully,

45 regards 30 Corps, it had two open flanks o2nd its main axis
was subject to continunl attacks from enemy elements of about a
battalion strength, supported by tanks ; it wis acecpted thot these
intermittent atincks would continue until the leadins formation of the
two flanking Corps could nnke betver progress, '
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SECTION 8
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.30 CORPS OPERATIONS 20 SEFTEEER. )"

CENERAL, SITUATION

25 There were three main considerations which were the basis

of operations for thizs day, Pirat, it was imperantive to sccure

the NI'EGEN bridge, and if this could not be donc, then an nssault
crossing would hove to be undertaken, - Secondly, on the RICHT

flank the situation wes crusing some anxicty, as 82 U Airborne

Divicion wore being threatened from the BEEX area, and it wes

:.-.ppnrcn:t that the enemy was building up in the REICHIALD FOREST

E 8551 aren., .. Iastly, the overriding nccessity for relieving the

1 Bretish Alrborne Divisjon wns obrious, ns the foilurs of communications
had prevented ~ny assessment of the true situatien,

TASKS FOR 30 CORPS FORLL.TIONS 20 GEPTELBER

26, In summiry, the tasks that were allotted to the formations
of’ 30 Corps for operations to take place 20 Scptember were na
follows ;-

() Guords Armoured Division

. (i) 7o resume from 82 US ‘irbornc Diviaion, (50L
Regiment), responsibility of NT.IMEGEN bridge area

at first light 20 Septewber,

(ii) 32 Cuirds Prigadc wis to be in support of 82 US /
Adrborne Division nnd to net 28 2 mobile reserve for

‘def'once of BAST flank and nlso to ba responsible /
for defence of the Canal bridec at 702539.

(b) 43 Division to concentrate in GRAVE ares with a view to
undertaking an assault erossing of the River WAAL, and /
capturing NIJMEGEN bridge intact. '

BUIID UP,
27, In order to maintain the iymetus ot 30 Corps attock on the

NIJVEGEN bridge area, a quick build wp of fightins troops, supporting
arms and supply commoditics was wvital, The anin nxis had to be

kept open and build-up traffic hustled on, To en=blc this to be
done, all down traffic, less Ambulnnces, was stopped :nd certain
formationy and units were "frozen" to encble fichting troops,
vehicles and supplics to get throurh to the forward 'rens, During
the night 19/20 September, the enemy bombed BINDHOVEN area heawvily,
causing delay ~nd confusion prrticularly among the soeprly cchelons.
At 0800 hours, the cnemy made another ttemt to cut our I. of C which
he attacked with tanks, OP.puns and infantry ; thesc vere based on
the HELNOND =rer in 'which it wns reported thet the eapsl banks were
being mined, thercby showine thet the cnemy wors determined to

delay thre mecuring of the RICHT flink by 8 Corps ns long 5 possible.
This attack caused further delay, and ontnilod an organiscd attack by
501 RCT assisted by 15/19 i, &L ROY.T, TANKS, SRY and liain Corps
Headquarters being put in €0 clenr »nd re-open the main axis ; this
they did successfully -=nd by 1100 hours, the flow o traffic was
able to continue,

The situation 2s regards Cuirds Armoured Division and 43
Division was that the Cwivds, less their administrative sehelons,
were concentrated in wnd SOUIT of NIJIEGEN (one Comprny 1st (Motor)
Pattalion GRENADIER G1ARDS having svesosaimnlly blovn up the Fost Offiice

.o+ /hich was
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which was belicved to contain a switchbox for the demolition of the
bridges), while 130 Infantry Brizade of 43 Division was dug to move
up to tho NIJMECEN aroa on the night of 20/21 September with 4 view
to taking over the NIJIEGEN bridges once sccurcd,

GROUND TROOPS

28, The encmy bridgohead in NIDMIGEN, which was subsequently
proved to have boen in a very procarious state on the provious night,
was reinforced during thoe hours of darkness by 35 troops from ARNHEM,
They took up strong positions in the houses, and notably in the old
fort just SOUIH of the road bridge, which, together with anti-tank
guns, dominated the roundabout nd other approaches,

During the night 2 plan had been mide between Commanders
Gyards Armourcd Division and 82 US Airborne Division.

at Tirst light, 5 Cwrds irmoured Srigade with under command .
2 Battalion, 505 US Parachute Infrntry Regiment, assumed responsibility
for clearing NIJMEGEN preparatory to scizing the bridge. At the
same time, the COLDSTREATT GULKDS Group of 32 Guards Brigade moved over
to support 82 US 'irborne Division on the RICHT flank.

504 US frrachute Infintry Resiment was thus freed to under-
take an assault crossing of the River WALL, WEST of NIJMEGEN in arca
€8€Y. The artillery support ~nd timings of both forces were co-
ordinated so that the brideos might be attacked simultnneously from
both sides of the river,

At first light, 1 Yotor Patt~lion GREN:DINR GUARDS with
in support torks of 2 \ymourcd dntinlion GREMADIER GUARDS nnd snipers
of 2 pattalion, 505 US Parachute Tnf-niry Regiment operating largely
from roof-tops, proccoded with the laborious task of clearing the
town towards the Southern end of both bridges. Before fierce enemy
resistance, the advance procecded from house to house, slowly but steadily.

Meanwhile 504 US Paruachute Infantry Reglment, together with
two squadrons 2 Armourcd Tnttalion IRISH GUARDS who were to support
ther from the SOUTH of the river, were preparing for the hazardous
task of an assault crossing in daylight, Yany factors werc against
them, The enciqy had excellent observetion from the NORTH bank, and,
even at the hour sclocted, the currend did not drop below threc knots.

At 1500 hours the assault began, In order to prevent
aimed fire during the launching nnd crossing, the limited nrtillery
support was augmented by intense 'R and 84 fire from the IRISH GUARDS
tonks, which also atterpted n awoke screen, Owing to the weather,
however, the latter was not efi'ective and on approsiching the enony
bank the assaulting troops wore rct with hoavy fire,  This cnused
very heavy casualtios nd only n {fow of the lending wave reached the
far bank, some in boats and some swinming, Despite this, a footing
was obtained and a snl? bridgchesd 700 yords wide snd 100 yards deep
was maintained until the srrivel of the follow-up waves, some of whom
swvam the river, Ry 1600 hour:: this fore~ moved RAST towards the
Northern end of tho NIJIEGEN bridres, The ferrying of anti-tenk guns,
stores and equipment Lehind the nssaulting force wis successfully
carried out by 615 #ield Squadron,

Cormunications botweon the two forces were not zood, but
at approximately 1705 hours o report wis reeceived lythe CRENADIERS
that the Ameriean Flag could be scen on the far side of the brd dge.

vvo/This
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This subsequently turned out to be the railway bridge but it served
a5 2 signal for the GRENADIARS, who were by then fichting on the
spproaches to the road bridsc, to atiempt rush tactics,

At 1930 howrs 2 small foree, ineluding t'mh and infantry
of the GREN/DIZR3, with scme IF anti-tank guns and Sappors of 14 Field
Squadron, crosscd tne 600 ynrds span of the bridge and jomed up

with thc US Paratroops,

The position was soon strengthonca "oy the addition of :
tenks and infantry from the IRLSIT GUIHDS Group,, sné by 2015 howrs a
close bridgehead was firmly vstablished,

Far intc the nisht sporadic fighting cortinued on both
banks, and 2lso on the bridge itsclf where sgnipers wore still
firing from the rirders at the Sappers, who were hurriedly removing
the ample supply of .demolition charcus -'--:hic:h mysteriously, hed
nsvor been [ired, Undarneach the ro wway, 1n the picrs themselves,
80 German prisoners wece frkon by the Sappurs £rom their place of
hiding in the dumoliticn chawbors,

It was clear thut a considersble amourt of mopping up would
have te bc donc on the merning oi' 21 Sewtombor befowe the towm of
NIJMEGEN could be considered clenr of -enciy. . But one of the most
important bridgea in Burope had buen enptured intact in the face of
desperate resistance by o very d._.,,.nlnt.i oSneny, This was a
magnificent achicvement brought about by the ncbtions, so brilliently
co-ordinated nnd -.:xucuta.-n'{, of the "3-11" rds Arwouvced snd 82 U8 Adrborne
Divisions.

ATRBORNE TROOF S

29, (gﬂ_) 82 us ! irvorne Division

On the RIGHT flank of 30 Corps, which was held by 82 US
Airborne Division, the enomy had built up and attacked in
come strongthe i« B

In the MWEK 7560 arce the encmy held the line of 729628 -
7356165 = BEO2 with sbout = batt=lion of infsntry, some
of' whom werce dug in and supportud by tanks, 21so dug in,
and 2 number. of 80 mm ¢ms, Tactical Reconnaissance

had roported: that there were more cnomy dipgine in in the
RETCHWAID POREST aran 7@‘}2, and it was obvwious that the
cncmy werec building up thers with o vic: Lo stizing a counter-
attuck aeningt our RIGHT in the sawa held By 505 Regiment,
Small partics of the enemy also attacked 505 Regiment at
GROESIHERK, while 508 Hogimental Combet Toum wns attacked
by small r"artlfa., ot ﬂh., enepy operating from MOOK B 7251,
Although thosc attocks woere held, they worc troublesonc
owinr to the close naturc of the couniry snd thu £ act that,

gxcept for Tuctiecsnl :{LCOT.IL!iS' mea, the £aw approaches to
the EEICHWAID FOREST aran 7852, made 1t difficult for
our pitrols to ro out 111.1 obtain intomi:tion, Murther SOUTH

as b taen deseribed nbove, the uncuy also hold MOOK nt
which were reported to be slemonts of two Gernrn Repimento,
[+ wes also reported thot a German tridee was being dbuilt at
COYX 7148 which would probuobly be used for reinforcing the
cnowy forces alrundy concentrated in the Td"LGT‘ IALD arca 7852,

e/l
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It was estimntol that as the two villages of MOOK E 7251
and CUYK E 7149 lay 2t the ond of the three main
reinforcerent routes from GERMLNY that the enemy would
reinforce in this area and hold on to these points, and
this subsequently proved to be correcct,

To mect this threat, COLDSTREAM GUARDS Group from the
Guards Armourcd Division was put under cowmand of 82

US Airborne Division, This Division was zlso further
reinforced by the rclense of the parachute infantry
regiment which had Been guardineg the NIJMEGEN bridge which
was now in process of being taken over by 130 Infantry
Brigade of 43 Diviasion,

1 British 4irborne Division

In the ARNHE area, 1 British Airborne Division were
continuing to hold =~ srall divisional perimcter which
controlled a portior of' the NORTH bLank of the NEDER RIJN
near thce IEVEADORP Forry €377 ~nd the wooded area round
OOSTERBEEK E 6977,

The situatiorn wns becoming acute as the encmy had
reinforccd during thepast two days and it was apparent
from prisoncrs of war that he was bringing in good fighting
troops. Extrenely heavy fipghting was experienced,

The encmy made o series of locnl attacks preceded by heavy
mortaring and fire from SP guns and, in some cases,
accompaniced by tanks, ARMHENM wns now entirely in the
eneny's hands, The bridgchead was heing shelled from
the high around to the NORTH and the encmy were infiltrating
through the Airborne Division's lincs from the same
direction,

Casualtics of the iir ILanding Brigade and the two Farachute
Brigades during this period were heavy ; from c¢ivilian
rcports, it could now be assumed that only small clements
of the 1 British Parachute Brigade werce operating,  Thus
the oncmy's main resistonce was centred on ARNHEXM in which
it was reported that he had 300 SS, a number of paratroops
and 10 SF 88 mn guns,

The above information wes confirmed by the Adjutant,
Royal Enginccrs, 1 Airborne Division who that morning
had crossed the River NEDER RIJN WEST of the ARNHEM
bridgze and had walked through the enemy lines to the
Headquarters of the Guards /‘rmoured Division, He said
that the supply situation,after the partially successful
re-supplying of the Division by linkotn aireraft on 19-

September, was ndequate, He knew nothing of the supply
situation as regords 1 Farachute Brigade, as the Brigade
continued %o bu isolated from the Division, He

emphnasised, howuver, the Division's resources were
stretched to the uttermost and that relicef was vitsl
within the next 24 houras if the Division was to remain
intact as a fighting formation,

101 US .irbornc Division

The Division continued to maintain its hold on nodal
points along 30 Corps L of £, At ZON the enemy had
attacked but nad beun repulsed,

.../The situation




The gitustion ns ropords any major onery threat to tho
1L of C wns not at this stage apparent,

Corps axis snd
although it wns known that o consideravle force of

the cneiy was estallished to the WEST of the axis,

This threat, however, it was hoped would be met by

the two {lankinc formations, 8 and 12 Corps making rather
more rapid prozreas than they had in the past, which had been
slow owing to ths difficult nature of the country,

ATR SUFI"ORT

30. Bad wonthor mnd the maintenance 1ift for re=supply of "
1 British jdrborne Division kopt the number of soriies dovm to 259

of which 181 were pur:ly fiphtcer operations, air cover and

SWOGpSs, =

Tactical Rocomnnissance produced little of value both
becauge of bnd visibility »nd the architition on flying during
alrborne drops, Iater this hnd its effect, as it enabled the
eneny to concentrate forceds B/ ST and WEST of the axis of advance
with 2 view to zttacking and disrupting traffic on it.

A
and were
c ook
FLANKS . e vre "’-.'&(nd
S~ EVRE d({f{:;!fﬂ‘( ot "*‘j'!ﬂ' mileys Abarff ‘r' Theo
2 On the RIGHT, 8 Corps had sceured ACHEL K 4297 and HAMONT

K 4797 both of which vwercashort of the DUTCH fronticr, Ovposition

by the cnemy was stubborn, and it was thought that HELVOND was

held in strength Dy tanks and Sappers who -were manning the EAST

bank of the Canal, '

On the IERT, 12 Corps had gained the line of the road
between 3815 and 3010, nnd had weported stiff opposition from the
YWEST in the zren WEST of 3002,

dpest ke direcdon of 4rensonce
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_ SECTION 8

30 CORPE OPERATIONS 21 SEETEMBER

GENERAL SITUATION

325 With the capturc of the NIJVEGEN bridge intact and a
decreasc of cnemy activiiy SE of NTTIRCEN E 7062, it was hoped that
2 quick break out frowm the lLrltc.n brideehead scross the NEDER RIJN
would be achieved.

The unsuitabilisy of the country between the rivers MAAS
and NEDER RIJN for tanks made it wpcwt:we that more infantry
were brouzht up. This conflicted with ossential maintenance up
and down tr'.!‘i ic plus suppoirting and Ad artillery, a1l of which
were urgently requirced ia the forward areas,

The threat to the Corps L of ¢ was not at this stage serious,
although = considerable fcroe of the remmants of the 15 Gorman Army
were tlreatening it {rom the WEST,

4SKS FOR 30 CORPS PORMITTGNS 21 SEPTEMDER

35, The txsks thet were given to formations of 30 Corps and
units under command for oporations were w8 follows :-

(2) Guards srmourcd Division

(i) Ensure sccurity of road bridge over R WiiL a
NITVEGEN I 7062,

(ii) :':.".V-“a'ﬂCG earlicct voesible 21 Scptember at maximum
speed to aren ARNIENM 1 7575 continuing with task given
in 30 Corp.a vperation Instruction Nurber 2 vide
paragraph 8 {2), Port I, and also bringing 2asist-
ance to :r’ crnu T fwivmn. Main axis of advance
JIJHEGEN B /06Z - lu?"""w 67 ~ IRNHEH & 7575 ;
opc‘r vtional traffic may slasoc nse road NIILB_N

5 7062 = BTAM 7070, If strong opposition met,
m Ards vmourcd Division will make every e¢ffort to fan
out VEST and reach NEDSR RIJN area WEST of RNHEM
to make contnct with 1 Airborne Division,

(4ii) COIDSTREZ GAL.IDG Croup rerwin in support 82 US
Adirboarne Division mtil released by Corp: Headquarters,

(b) 43 Division

(i) Relicve VEISH GU.FDS rusponsibility bridges GRAVE
6253 =nd f? 0 earliest poasible, As soon na svailable,
Squadron  Haconmvizsance to opertte WEST from GRAVE
625’3 208,

(41) Send two batialions 130 Brigade to nasist Guards
fxmoured _:,}'J'.l.f.'- sion to clenr up WEST part of NIJMEGEN
B 7062 nud to ascurs 3."""1\"-;; bridpe 7063
Adrborns Cotps rogquested to assist this by
encaeavoneing o seize NORTH end of this bridge,

(iii) Advance ns soon 48 possible WEST of Guards Arroured

Division townrds NUEDER RIJN to assist 1 /irborne Division,

avw (iV)/Bﬂund.-"nry
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(iv) Boundary between Guards /irmourcd Division and 43
Division, when the latter advance, will be, inclusive
L3 Division, line of railway from NIJMEGEN to
NEDER RIJN at 7176 subject to axis rights mentioned
- paragraph (a) (ii) above, :

(v) Concentrate remninder Division, as it arrives, in
area astride road from bridge 6760 - inclusive
GRAVE,

GROUND TROOPS

34, By the morning of 21 September, clemonts of the 5 Gyards
armoured Brigade less VWELSH GUARDS Group, which was still guarding
the GRAVE bridge, were well cstablished on the NORTH bank of the

R WAAY, and were prepared to push on with maximum specd to ARNHEM in
relief of 1 Airborne Division, To ensurce LEFT flank protection,

2 HCR sent out patrols to 0SS E 4754 - s'HERTOGENBOSCH E 3246

and also from GRAVE - UDEN, Those patrols rcported that the enemy
werce passing throuzh TIEL 4268 and that they were withdrawing EAST
along the NORTH bank of the R Wiil, It was.now apparent that the
enemy were well cestablished in the area NORTH and SOUTH of EBLST,
which they appeared to be holding in strength,  About 20 tanks

had been reported by Tactical Reconncissance to be moving in a
southerly direction in the dircetion of ARNHEM, i prisoncr of war
from the Panzer Jaeger Battalion stated that they had no orders to
attack but merely to dig in in the ELST area, and it was now apparent

twijfelachtige enemy was determincd to prevent us reaching ARNHEHM.

DEWEKJFEE# An added difficulty was that although it h:d been confirmed

vrixv—ore railway tridge WEST of the NIJUEGEN road bridge was a Class
LO bridge, owing to cnemy activity directed against it from the NORTH
bank, it was imposaible to get traffic on to it. The approaches.
were weakened and blocked by disabled:tanks and vehicles ; =2

onsiderable amount of work would have to be done béfore tanks could
> got across, This was .undertaken by Corps Troops RE,

During the morning, 130 Infantry Brigade of 43 Division
had \taken over the responsibility of holding the GRAVE bridge arca from

the WELSH GULRDS Group, 214 Infontry Brigade Group of the 43 Division

the road bridge, the approaches to which had, by. this time, been
sufficiently strengthened to take tanks.

The previous night 5 Guards Brignde, with the IRISH GUARDS
Group and 153 Ficld Regiment, had cstablished 2 close bridgchead in
the immediate area at the NORTH ond of the NIJHMRGEN bridgze.

By 1230 hours, 130 Infantry Brigade of 43 Division, less two
companies of 4 DORSETS, had taken over the NIJUEGEN bridges from
5 Guards Armourcd Brigade Group, The disposition of 130 Brigadc
was that 7 HAMPS were responsiblc for the Southern oxits and 5 DORSETS
were responsible for the Northern exits,

By 1300 hours, the IRISH GUARDS Group of 5 Guards armoured
Brirade was deployed 2s fully as the country would permit, ngainst an
encmy who wns fighting stubbornly in the arca SOUTH of FLST and who
had sited a strong anti-tank sercen just NORTH of the bridge.

. v+ /Progress
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Progress by the armour wns slow as it was com
keep to the road which imposcd upon it advancing on s
Not only had this rond deep ditcheg on both sides,
deployment off it, but it was also raised about
surrounding countryside, Thus our tonks we
enemy 88 mms, 105 min rnd Tiger tanks who hpd ©oried o very strong enti-
tank screen some 600 yards off tho rond on the RIGHT flank in the
area of RESSEN station, To liquidate this tank screen, the WELSH
GUARDS Group attempted to zet round the I&FT flank but the country
did not allow this and btoth the VWELSH ~nd IRISH GUARDS Groups lost
a number of tanks, The available artillery support was limited
to one battery firing at o time, -sonly o Jimited smount of :
artillery could be zot forward the L of € .In ~ddition, the
contact car, which was allotted to the IRISH GU:RDS & failed
to contact the squadron of Typhoons in support owinz te fau

led to
ne tank front,
¢reby preventing
feet above the
¢ o perfect target for

communications betwoen the VAP set and the nircraft ; thus the tanks
lacked vital support at a critical period of the battle., By last

light the position was little changed and only = slightly enlarged
bridgehead was held by 5 Guards Armoured Priszde Group. Meanwhile,

129 Brigade Group had boen moved up and had.become available to strengbhien .
the bridgehead, if requircd, early rorning 22 September,

ATRBORNE TROOPS.

35. (2) 1 British .irbornc Division

There was still little definite news ~lout the Division

which continrued to hold & Divisionnl perimcter of approx-

imatoly one mile by half n mile centred on HARTESTEIN 6978 botween
the river and the high pround to the NORTH of it. The

encmy, most of whom werc now confirmed to tu elements of 9

SS Division, were shelling and mortaring the position and :

this was followe@ up by local nttucks which were causing heavy
casualties, . Although the strength off the 1 Airborne .
Division was considerably reduced, they continued to inflict
heavy casualtigs on the Gormans,

Owing to the contraction of the Divisional perimcter caused
by repeated cnemy attacks, the divisional Ficld Dressing
Strtion was also being shelled =nd hit by the enoemy, This
continued until the Assistant Director of ledical Services

of the iirborne Division drove out in = jeep and denanded from
the German Carmonder that this censc, The Gorman Commander
granted this concession and also allowed cur jeeps to drive
out and collect sasunlties mnd thereafter cvacuate them

into the ARNHEM hospitil, Tt is of interest to notc that
both British and Gorran easualtics were svacuated ans treated
impartially in this British FPicld Dreszing Station.

In ARNHEM itsclf, which by this tinme was entirely controlled
by the cneumy, elements of 1 Purachuie Pripgade wore continuing
to snipe the Germmns but thay were rradurlly being mopped

up. At 1700 hours, the ferry n{ HEVER/DORP 687767 had
been captured by the cnermy -nd thus 211 links to the Southern
side of the river wore cut,

Throughout the day, 64 Medium Regiment fired in support of
the division cauvsing the cneny henvy casualties, The
assistance =nd accurate fire by this reginent was of the
greatest value and raised the morale of the troops
consider=bly, - During the day it was of note that the
division destroysd 15 cneuy tnnks.

oo /it 1714 hours,
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At 171k hours, alhout two thirds of the Polish Parnchute
Briipgnde wore dropued in the aycs R/ ‘amd NORTH of ELST
7070, The Jrop took place nearer to ELST, and heneg the cneny
positions, than wms intended owinz to hcavy cnemy flnk,
The result of this wes that the Polish Parachute Brigade
suffereé 2 nunber of casunltics and it took’ time to collect
and concentrate them in the area frorm which they were to
cross to reinforce 1 British JAirborne Division, 4is has
=lready been narrated, the Adjutant Royal Engincers 1 ,
Alrborng Division had said that help must reach the division
wvithin the nzxt 24 hours otherwisc he feared that as a
fightins formation it would ceasc vo exist. Food and
ammunition were az7in in short supply due to the difficulty
of dropping thesc comroditics into a dropping zone which,
of nceessity, had to be sited in an unsuitable area within the
ruch contractod Divisional perimeter.

(b) 82 US Adrborne Division

Owing to the bad wsnthor, the landing of 352 Glider Infantry
Repiment h-d ~gain to be postponed, This was n cause for
anxiety, s although thore was 2 lull in this arca following
cneny ~tticks on 20 Septomber, cvidence from captured maps
and. documents showed th~t it wns cvident that t..2 enemy had
approxinntely the equivalent of two Home Guard Divisions in
the REICH.!'ID FORZST nven, Thus, ~lthough these were NOT
first clasn troops, ther formed o threat apainst onr RIGHT
flank wvhich could not bLie ipnorced, Lecordingly, the
COLDSTRE/L! GULALDE Group continued to opcrate in support of
82 ..irbornc Division in the arca SE of NIJVEGEN,

(e) 101 US Airborne Division

The division continued to earry out its task of protecting

the L of C, The 15/19 H reverted to the conmand of 11
frmourcd Division, Bnemy patrols were active during the day
and mony minor encounters hed token pluce,  The onemy was
operating in partics of ~bout 2 battalion strenzgth, and the
strength of our forces guarding the L of € were not strong
cnough to deal decisively with the encny,

AIR SUPPORT

36. Weather ~nd necessity for air 1lift again kopt the number of
sorties dovm and = total of 259 were flovn of which 181 were purcly Y
fighter operationsa, air cover sand supplics, The activities of Tactical

Reconnaissence were limited owing to bad visibility and becausc further
impending airborne operations placed a scvere rcatriction on their

usc, Through lack of Tactical Reconnaissance, the cnemy's tomporary

cut to the main axis in the VEGHEL B L4737 area was not spotied beforchand, .
¥hen the cut wes spotted, 30 Corps =grecd to the unusual procedure of strafin
on recognition within the borbline, This was succcssful and only one
vehicle casurlty of ours WiE Trepos

ENEMY ACTIVITY
5k, A eonsidersble number of e 1093 nd FY 190s operated over the

NIJMEGEN area during the af'ternoond which owo were shot down, onc being
claimed by 30 Corps ILight ‘nti-/lireraft Guns,

FLANKS
38, In summiry, both Corps had made some progress and had advanced

vaie .,"to
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to a line roughly EAST and WEST of EINDHOVEN. Reports from both
indicated that the enemy was fighting vory hard, and that he was
defending every important town and villapge, and was refusing to give
ground unless pushed out, This, coupled with the lack of roads, blovm
bridges and rcstricted areas for deployment, had made the role of

flank protection to 30 Corps difficult,
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SECTION 8

30 CORPS QFER.TIONS 22 SEPTENEE

GENERAL SITU.TION

39 It was now apparent that once a junction had been made with 1
British Airborne Divigion an agsavlt crossing on a large scale would
have to be undertaken.

The cxisting bridgehead, as held by 1 British Adirborne
Division, was srall, fdthough it was hoped to-ferry reinforcements
and supplics across to the iirborne Division on the nl"?‘t of 22/23
September, it was knowm that grcat difficulty would be experienced getiing
up and l'!.u:nchln" gither storr bo ats, assault craft or DUKs, Thus the
number of rcinforcerents that covla be put across' in the hours of dark-
ness was® limited by the diff'icultics of launching and lack of craft,
The turn around for craft between the NORTH and SOUTH bank was half an

hour., T2king into account «11 these factors, it was apparont that
an assault crossing in anothor place and out of renge from the encmy
firc might have to be undertaken, The orizinal Corps plan of sscuring
the ARNHEM bridee nna using its environments for a guick breck-out A

could not now be undertoken, as the enemy were firmly ustabllshed in
ARVHEM itself, and the "rounfl to the NORTH ~nd NE og it,

“ecordinglv, the original Ceorva dircetive to thrust right
through to the ZUIDER ZEE, with the Guards Srroured Divindon lesding and
43 and 53 Divisions holdings the hich around to thoe NOREL of ARNHEM, hed
of neceasity to be rodificd, The Corps was now ordered notv to
establish itself NORTH of (PELDOONN Z 7803, snd this was to be held by
tho Guards Armourad Division with 4.3 Division obtaining a firm bridgehead

based on ARNHEH, In general, the situation was that the enemy was
determined to prevent our reinforeing. 1 British [irborne Division, and
at thc same time would prob:bly continue to horass the Corps L of C, therchby
proventing much noeded reinforecments and mnintenance requirements fror
being brought up.

TLSKS

40, The tasks n2llottecd to 30 Corpe formations for 22 Septenber
were as follows :- s

(1) Guards Arroured Division

(i) To maintnin its prosent positions and rest for 48 hours.

(ii) To rcccc WEST of the road to ARNHEM, and in the
SYHERTOCENIOSCH =ron, Rucee w's alse to be undertnken
fror the GRAVE srcn on both sides of the miin axis of
advance,

(b) 43 Division
(i) To occupy the ARIIN bridge
(ii) %o 1wke contact with 1 Britiecl Lirbomie Division

(iii) The ROYAL NSTHERTANDS Brigade to take over close perimetor
“nd the d::i vnee of the NIIITCEN bheddee ander consw ~nd 69

Infentyry Brigade,

eesfC)/69 Intantry
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(c) 69 Infantry Bricade Groun (50 (N) Division).

(1) To relieve 130 Infantry Brigade Growp. 43 Division, of
all bridge responsibilitics of corcsuings between
NITHEGEN 2nd GRAVE,

(i1) To assumc commnd of the ROYAL NETHERLANDS Brignde
for tasks shown in (b)(1ii) above.

(d) RA was to be grouped on Corps level in support of 43 Division
operation,

(e) Air suppori by Typhoons and bombcr" was to he divested
a.gunst the cnenmy on the SOUTH bank of the I’“lD"hrnIJN VEST

4RNHEM,
GRCUND TROOPS ¥
L1, At first light, patrols of 2 HCR cyovating cn the WEST flank of

our forces Lstqblith..d :Ln the REEK E 5851 =y, reolivd the SOUTH bank
of the NEDER RIJN in arca 6876 and Ly 0800 heowrs hiii linted up with
elements of the Polish Parachute Prigade, who were g~ in the area 6775 -
677%. In establishing themselves in this area, ruvll use of the sarly
morning mist had been made to get a sguadron on t»n Lis objectiva, During
the course of the day, this sguadron continuci to scnd hack a gtreanm of
valuable information to Corps : * at one period they Jlr_ctad the Corps
artillory on {o tnrgets passed to them by iseclat.. T ratreopd in JRNHEM,

4t another period during the day, they observed a ¢ iwurer flying the

German flaog end towing four barges. They signalled that they were
ranoeuvrirg into o favourable position to cngnpe. _htthly afterwards
came the signal - "Steamer damoged - three 'l,'!.‘r o5 Suils M Back went the
signal from the Guards lrmoured, "Oong_'_rn.tulmloa.-s on brilliant naval
action, Splice main bracc," They did,

Heanwhile, =t 0B30 hours 43 Division attacked wivh 214 Infantry

‘irlfrﬂde with the O'b‘u.ct 01" oroaking out from the exs.ating Lridgehead--
established over the R Will ; subsscuently thoy were o secure the road
leading from NIJVEGEN to ARNHEY via BLST, 4t fivet apposition wag '
slight, and no fire support was necessary, but soon scvaral enemy positions
were encountered in the arcn 6864 nnd proc-ross wag slow,  They reached
the 67 grid line by 1600 hours after heavy fighiing, in which the enemy
had refuscd to pive mround unless autocked in Terce, mnd driven out.

it nbout this tire, it wis decidud to push n wobile colwm consiasting of
the 5 DCLI, with a sauadron of 4/7 DG wader command, 4o link up with the
Polez in the arca of DRIEL and cstublish themselvos o tac SOUTH bank of
the NEDER RIJN, In order to brenk throurh, eantior w.s abandoned and
two companies of inf'-ntry were mounted on thb banks anda =11 *he other
fighting vehicles available, Tarls lod this colwm nt their test speed
whilst the second colum "scotched wp" on the': LGeT 28 quickly as
possible, By 1915 hours, they hnd prssed +hwcurli VALRURS B 6670

and with the uxcoption of five Tiror tanks ;]-*-:hvj.n,,, t!a-;i,r colurn just VEST
of ELST, they reached the WEDER RIJU without further oppositicon and linked
up .\':l.th the Poles, 1 WORCESTERS elosed up behind this coluumn and werc
firmly established in VALRURG B 6670 by nidnight, This relicving force
included DUK/s caxyying mmamition, supplies 'nd m-dical stoxres for the
reli ef of 1 Lirbornc Division, Puring the whol: o this phanse 130

P¥ had been taken, 2 tanks kuocked ocut and mnother enpbured, L attempt
was made on the nl_s_;h‘t; 22/23 Geptenber torferr, nor s roinforcements and
supplies for 1 Alrborne Division but the banis worc stesn, DUKYE were
difficult to launch, and the whole of the Honbtheon Gk was undey heavy
enemy MG fire, firing on fixed lincs frow the OV hark, Somo stpplies
and ammmition were got acrozs hy eofting du-inr 4is cource of the ndght,

«s: /129 Infantry
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129 Infantry Brigade Group advancing NORTH uwp the main
NIMEGEN - ARNHEM road had made little progress against strong
opposition, 2nd owing to the difficulty of deploying off the road,
By last light thoy weore haltcd on the line of the 675 Northing, 2
At 1300 hours the cnomy cut the Corps L of C road-link with tanks and -
infantry between UDEN 5342 ~nd VEGHEL L737. This threat, consisting
of lorried infantry = few tanks and guns had come from 2 North-Westerly
dircetion, To deal with this® trouble 32 Guards Brigadce werc despatched
forthwith ; on arrival in the aren the Coumander 32 Guards Brigade was
to assume cormmand of all the Corps Troops, including the Medium
Artillery. By last light, contact *".t.th the cncny had been made in
the 'area 5140, SOUTH of GR:A ‘JI‘. but no decisive action had taken place.
it the same time as the enemy cut the main axis at UDEN and VEGHEL he
started 3hell:.ng ST OEDEMRODE 4232, »nd it appearod that an attenpt
was being made to launch o co-ord‘m 1ted counter-attack on the Corps L
of' C. This attack did not materialise, but it showed that the enemy
was in position to threaton and block thc. Corps L of C, thereby provcnt:l.n,,
urgently required reinforcenents and maintenance ruqulrencntb being -
sent up to the forward areus, This he was temporarily able to
achieve as no further traffic could be passed forwnrd for the remainder
of that day. On the E.IT flank, the ROYAL NETHERLANDS Brigade who
were responsible for protection of the GRAVE bridge area, had reported
that the enemy werc shelling CUYK 7149 ; further, that they had made
contact with smnll detachments of the endémy at OEFFELT 7647, but. that
they did not appenr to hnve ony hostile intentions,

' During the coursc of the « day, 69 Brigzade,less one battalion
had relieved 130 Infiantry Growm of thu., rcspons:.b'!llty for the protection
of the NIJMHGEN bridges.

ATRBORNE TROOFS

42, (2) 1 British iirborne Division

During the nizht "1/2” Soptember, an attompt had becn made by
the Division to regoin the ferry at HEVEADORP, so that it
could be used for ferrying across supplies ’md rcinforcements,
This attempt wes vnsuccessful, and it was now opparent that
if an assavlt croasing were to take place then it could only
do so providing the eneny positions on the Northern bank of
the river werc ncutralised,

The eneny continucd to cxert heavy pressure on the already
overtired garrison by rortaring and shelling on the same acale
a5 the previous day, The estimntod cffective strength of
the division wis reported to he now only approximately 1200,

(b) 101 US Airborne Division

At 1200 hours the division ceased to be under commnd 30 Corps
and was transferrcd to 1 BLritish Airborne Corps. During the
course of the day, this division fought many winor actions at
nodal points on the Corps 1, of C, »nd at times had to be
reinforced by clements of the 32 Guards Brigade,

(¢) 82 US iirborne Division

The RCTs of this division continucd to extend their flanks
and had to undoertake operntions agn :uﬂt the enemy who were

located at HOOK B 7251 and RRLIKO & 7862, It was now
apparent that tho cnm..y wns 1 1.:11]_(’1:|.n‘.T up his strength in the
REICHVALD FOREST srea that this would prove ~ very
definite threat to our ? [GHT flank.

.+ +/AIR SUPPORT
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AIR SUPPORT

L3, Flying conditions were much
flown in the general area NW of ARNHE
roconnaissances in the general area

roved and 500 sortiss were
B 104 of these were armed
W of ARNHEM down to VENLO E 9109,

Tactical Reoconnaissance hid reported on the evening of 22/23
September, that therc was a oolumn/of 100 mixed vehicles in VENLO itself,
and that the enemy were digging~in in that area.

Attacks were made in sppport of 1 British Airborne Division on
a big factory in the ARNHEM areg from which the enemy were sniping and
observing the Airborne defence perimeter, The factory was cffectively
attacked by 24 Typhoons and enemy activity from this area ceased,

Targets moving up to attack the main Corps axis were also

FLANXS

4, On the LEFT, 12 Corps hnd their forward elencents HE of EINDHOVEN
wvhilo 8 Corps continucd to push slowly forward toward:s HELMOND 5522,

On both fronts hard fighting had taken place, wad it was apparent that

the eneny, helped by -the country, was capable of stiil inposing considerable
delay on the advancc of both Corps. Thus the onemy would be able to
continue to harass 30 Corps L of C, particularly f:om the EAST flank, until
such time as 8 and 30 Corps elcments could link up.
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SUCTION 8

30 COIL’S OPETLTIONS 23 SLPTEMBER

GENERAL SITULTION

L5, The probler nov confronting the Corps was, Tirstly to continue
operations to sccure ARMNIET, secondly to get roinforcements and supplies
to 1 British Lirborne Division, thirdly to clcar nnd then kcep open their
L of C. Finally, ~s the cncemy wns reported to Le bringing tanks SOUTH
frowm LRNHEM, it was cssentinl to onsure the sceurity of the RIGHT flank
of the VWiAL bridachend, 4

As regnrds protection of the T of C, ﬂc—;conﬁ Arey had directed
that 8 Corps was to relisve 30 Corpa of this w snonsibllity ap to GRAVE,
The heavy artillery supportins progranme vhich vias ncecassary to support
the 1 Airborne Division, and the 5 DCLI ferrying ncross reinforcements,
entailed an excessive expénditure of anrwmiticg, It was decided,
therefore, that once the road was reopened, priority would be given to
the move forward of munition cchelons, The tos qluil*ty of' having
to carry out an assault crossing further to uhr.. 85T of /RNHEY, now
that the enemy conpletely controllcd .BNHEX, zlso meant the t_th_;m
forward of bridping: equipment had to roceive « hiph dearee of priority.

The necesiity for deepening Northwnrds the cxisting shallow
bridgchend vns fully appreciated oand further, thet the ncea for
additional infantry wns vital, ns the country NORTH of NIJURGEN wos
entirely unsuitable for deploying sriour acninst deterndped resistance.

As regards the eneny,he vwag sauged a5 havirz two wain objects
in vicw; f’:l.rstl_;, to continue er'Lssmg our L of C =né secondly, to
Cll!‘.\.l.n".‘tb the perivcter held 'by the British Adrborne Division,

TASKS

L6, The tasks that were given to 30 Corps Lorrations or
operations on 23 Scptouber woere as {ollows ;- -

(2) Guards irrourcd Division -
(1) Guards rroured: Brizade

H'ivu one Lrrourcd Resirent svailsahle to support 129
Infantry Brirade in cnge of ahinnck, Proteet RIGHT
flank of WAAL bridgchead from RIGHT flank 126 Infantry
‘Brigado to R WiAL, advancing in any case as for ;:;I‘pond
729658, ; 5

(i) 32 Guoards Brigade

Operate with one reginental group in arsa VEGIIEL - UDEN.
to kecp Corps axis clenr. Retain regiientn l 2roup
as ~t present disposcd SOUTHE of GRVE ‘..nlch was not to
be whved SOUTH unless Divisions] Condander cnnn:’.clcre.-:f‘.
neceasnry. ) ‘
(iii) Retain two soundrons HCR opudeting NORTI of WAL bridachead,
" also reecce TEST from GRAVE townrds 0SS B 4754 ~nd
S HETOGEITBOSCH 1 3246,

5 .- +(b) /43 Division
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(b) 43 Division

(1) Retain onc bripade group in area R WAAL bridgchend,
enlarging this towards REMVEL 7367. '

(ii) Capturc ELST

(13i) Secure and strengthen junction with 1 Airborne
Division

(iv) Recce Westwards between WAAL and NEDER RIJN,

(v) Send Cormander 129 Brigade earlicst to visit Cormander
5 Guards /rmoured Brigade,

(e) 69 Bripnde Group

Carry on with present taBks including recce VEST between
MAAS and WAAL and BAST from GRAVE towards CUYT,

(@) SRY remain under command 82 US Airbornc Division.

OFERATION ON 30 CORPS L OF C

L7. At first light, 32 Guards Brigade began operations i
conjunction with 101 US Airborne Division to clear the Cor
from UDEN, Contact was mrde with cnemy tanks and inf
area of VOLKEL 5640, and astridec the road in the arep 5140, L4 Royal
Tanks were also co=operating NE of VEGHEL and by 1300 hours they had

i i } = i e Eri rad 101
Joined up with 32 Guards Armowr zade __ [ contacted, not join

At 1530 hours, the axis was re-opened and blocks of ton vechicles
were being sent through every thirty minutes, From then on, traffic
continued to flow through steadily subjcct to ocecasional interruptions
from encmy shelling, bazookering and small arms fire, Nevertheless,
the threat to the axis continued, and the cnemy appeared to have in
this area about 300 infantry and a2 number of %anks and SP guns,

GROUND TROOPS, ARNHEM - NIJMEGEN aree.,

L8, As has alrecady been s tatcd it had not been possible to get
supplies across in DUKWS on the previous night to 1 Airborne Division.
accordingly, OC 5 DCLI asked that assault boats be sent up to him

so0 that he could make uso of them for getting both Polish reinforcements
and supplies across on the night 23 September, - Conmander 43 Division
also asked for a smoke detachment to be made available so that such
operations would not be limited to the hours of darkness, As regards
current operations for that day, the main object of 43 Division was to
strengthen and decpen the existing bridgehead so that a link up with

1 Adrborne Division could be achieved that nisht,

By 1230 hours, 5 DORSETS had reached their final objective
on the SOUTH bank of the RHINE but were being shelled from ELST which
was still strongly held, 1 YORCESTER Regiment had reached, and was

well eatablished in VALBURG, Earlicr in the dny, 1 WORCESTER was
counter-attacked from ELST, as a result of which their impending attack
on ELST to clear it had to be postponed. The enemy resistance

seemed to have increascd as he was fighting stubbornly and was ruch aided
by the country, where movement off the road was difficult owing to deep
ditches on either side of the road, This area was admirably suited
for defence as it onabled the cnemy to get good fields of fire across
large stretches of open country,
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By 1430 hours, two tnttalions of 130 Infantry Brigade wore
Just short of the SOUTH bank of the NEDER RIJN and 43 Divisional
Reconnaissance Lepiment was effectively screenins the Corps LEFT flank
between the Rivers NEDER {IJN and Wiil, At 1700 hours, 214 Infantry
Brigade had launched =n attock on BELST from the WEST and by 2200 hours
they had reached, ~nd werc fighting in, the liestern outskirts of ‘the
village, Herec a housec-to-house btnttle took place and before any
progress could be mndc it was o ense of clearing the village house by
house.

During the day, the VELSH CGUARDS Group had made little
progress and by last 1ligzht had ruached aren 7265, but ~s on the
previous day, the country over which they had to fight was ideally
suited for defence and the cnemy was not slow to adapt his methods
accordingly,

At 1600 hours, the ROY.IL NETHERLANDS Brigade, now under
command 1 Airborne Corps, ~ssumod responsihility for the GRAVE bridge
and the bridge just NE of 1it, 43 Division's hold on the SOUTH bank
of the R NEDER RIJN in the DRFEL ~xca had been maintained, Movement
was still under constant obscrvation and heavy fire from the enemy,
and therefore no attempt could be nrde to eross the rivoer,

The plan for the nicht 2372, Septerber to bring assistance
to the Airborne Division was to pass over ~s many of the Polish Parachute
Brigade as possible, possibly two companics of infantry, plus cssential
supplies, mainly ammunition, The e21) for ammnition by Airborne
Forces was an urgent one s they had not been ~ble to be re-supplied
the day before by nir owing to had weather conditions,  Therefore,_no_
major assault crossingz could take place, as the assault craft were
required for carrying across mmmunition ; cventually, 250 Poles of
The Dolish Parachutc brigndo wore ferried neross on the night 23724
September and 2 number of them snceseced in linking up with 1 Airborne
Division,

ATRBORNE CORPS

49. (a) 1 British Airborne Division

By midday 23 Scptemper, 1 Lirborne Division had been further
reduced, =lthough it o been reinforced on the night 22/23
September by about 50 211 runks of the 250 men of 1 Polish
Parachute Brigads, vwho hol originally becn ferried ~ecross,
The Division's perimot: was stlll ander continuous_heayy: eneny
mortar and shell fire from the NE, Anganition and medical
facilities were in even shorter supply than on the previous
day, The food situation was ~cute, There was still no
news of 1 Parachute Tricade, and from statements nnde by
prisoners of war, it was -ponrent that as a formation it
had censed to exiat.

(b) 82 US idrborng Division

On the RIGHT flunk, clonents of this Division had cleared the
encmy from the nrca in the bend of the R WaAL RAST of NIJMEGEN
up to ERTEKON, The COLDSYIRLY GUARDS Group, which vas
operatinr in this sector uader consnnd of 82 S Airborne
Divizion, hd crosscd the MURFAN frontier E.L3T of EEEK 7560
and were thus the first British troops, other than HQ British
Adirborne Comm,'bu rc-cntoer CBEEENY in this war,

At 1600 heurs, 352 Clider Infantry Regiment ~nd the remainder
of the Polish Parachute Beicnde wore drop ed in the NORTH
of GRAVE with oxccllent recultz,  Crsundties to both gliders
and personnel wore very lirnt.

E . ae(c)/101 US
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(c) 101 US Airbornc Division

This Division continued to be actively employcd in dealing
with the ¢nemy "cut" to the Corps L of C and its subsequent
disruption again «ftor repair,

ATR SUPPORT

50, The weather wus agnin cloudy, and this, coupled with the
landing of the glider clements of 82 US Airborng Division and the Poles
of the Polish Parachute Bripande, interfered with operations by 8
Group. 2L Typhoons werc despatched to attack ecnemy targets in 1
Alrborne Division's ares, and in 211 260 sortics wero flown over the
Corps area, ;

FLANKS

51 Both 8 and 12 Corps continucd to meot utiff opposition, but
both had managed to make some progross, and it was hoped that 11
Armoured Division of 8 Corps would soon link up with 30 Corps patrols
on the EAST lank,
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30 CURES UPERATIUNS 24 SEFTEMBER

GENERAL SITUATION

5% The enermy had continued in his attenapts to cut the Corps
L of C and to eliminate the perimeter held by the British airbome '
Division the previous day, In addition, the enemy was trying to
reinforce the ARNHEM area frowm the EiST and WEST, using the railway
fron UTRECHT to EMMERICH E 9760, Tanks had been seen moving along
the NURTH bank of the R NEDER RIJN from the ‘direction EaST of RHENEN
E 5175 su as to counter any attempt that might be made to cross the
NEIER RIJN, Cyclist troops were reported to have been moved SUUTH
to the ‘area 5876, The eneuwy hed thickened up his resistance to the
EAST and he was also digging-in on the NORTH bank of the NEDER RLJN
in the vicinity where the rivers NEDER RIJN and NEDER WALL approach
each other.

TASKS

534 The tesks for operations on 24 September as allotted by 30
Corps are as shown at Appendix 'U',

GRUUND TRUOES BETWEEN ARNHEK tND NIJHEGEN

511 L3 Division continucd its efforts to drive the enemy out of
ELST, but he had reinforced this arca with beth tanks and infantry fram
ARNHEN, So fierce wes the fighting in this area that 214 Brigade
group did not reach the centre of the village until 1400 hours, By
this time they were near the main road NURTH and SUUTH through ELST
itself and had elements acrosa it. By last light, the greater part
of EIST had been cleared Ly 2i4 Brigade, and 7 SUM LI had secured
ELST railway station and 1 WURCESTERS on the LEFT was estavblished
Just SUUTH of ELST., There were, however, still elements of the enemy
¢linging on to the NE end of the village. The main opposition was
from snipers and Spandaus, who were well concealed in almost every
house,

The glider element of the Polish Parachute Brigade, which had
landed in the GRAVE area on thc afternoon of 23 September,.were taken
up to 130 Infantry Brigade's area by 1600 hours 24 September, so that
they could be ferried across that night to reinforce 1 British
Airborne Division.

Un the SUUTH bank of the NEDER RIJN, the enemy's reaction
on the front of 5 DLI was considerable, as he was prosumably
apprehensive of -vuy waking an aitempt to establish a bridgehead in
this areas The capacity of the roads leading to 5 DCLI area was
very limited, in full view of the cnesy, and only narrow crossings
existed; thus it was difficult to get the assault boets and DUKWs
required to ferry reinforcements and supulies dovn to the river
side., If any orossing was %o bLe attempted in daylight, Commander
43 Division asked for a full allotment of smoke to cover such an
operation.

4t 1600 hours, the WELSH GU.RDS Group attempted to take
BEMMEL 7367 but found it strongly held, The enenmy was nost
deternmined - 'in his resistance, and by last light, the WELSH GUARDS
Group were short of their objecctive and were established in the
area 730665 to 720695, and SUUTH of BEOL 7367.

GRUUND TRUWWES UPERATING UN THE L' UF C

55 The enemy again out the Corps main axis SUUTH of VEGHEL

at 1630 hours and all traffic cesscd, This time the attack came
in from the WEST of the axis and vas made by elewents of 6 Parachute
Regiment, which had been by-passed in the original drive for
NIJMEGEN, The eneny again cnployed tanks and infentry and a few

SP guns, «ss/During
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During thc night cf 25 /24 Septaibor the road was again shelled and
mortared 3 nilces NURTH of VEGHEL.,

aliBURNE TRUU:S

56,

(2) 1 British airborne Division

1 British Aarborne Divigion had continued to endure heavy
casualties znd enewy attacks which it had been withstanding
for the past week, Their Divisional periiacter had LY now
been nuch reduced and wos centred on HARTESTEIN 6978,

The cneny kept up a steady streon of morfar and SP fire.
vur trocps had dur_f, thenselves in and were also holding some
houses, but thesc were razidly being destroyed Ly encry
gunfire Irc. tanks,

althouszh they hal received a2 few Polish reinforceents,

about 150 21l ranks, =nd supplies, the supply and a .aunition
situation of the Division was precarious. The situation was
agzravaeted Ly the fact that the enemy was in control of the
ferry at 6276, which made the sending over of supplies even
more difficult, Casualties were heavy, and the Field
Dressing Station established in the centre of the Divisional
sdministrative Area was groeatly overloaded vdch cases,
including Ghit aNS, AI%8 1 Airborne Division reported that
GERLNS were now evocuating: all wounded to ..RWHEM,

(b) 82 Us airborne Division

The Division c-ntinued to send out patrols t- the EaST

and to mop uL enely .str:m' points which hal been established
in the HUUK srea. During the course of their patrolling,
some of these patrols, .-.Jrk:mé in conjunction with a
squadron of the SRY, crossed the GERLN border,

The enemy continued to build up his strength in theo
REICHSU/LD arsa, and a nwiber of tanks had also been
reported there, 82 US Airborne Division had however a

o0l epti=tank obstacle in the form of a railway running
throuzh the front of their area, and in addition, thc SRY,
16-5:5 onc squadron, supplied the armoured support if required.

(¢) 101 US ..irborme Division

The activities of this Division in the VEGIEL arca were
full;; euployed in dealing with the enewy threat to the
L of C, anl much close and fierce fi;_,hting between small
detschients of ocur owm and the eneny forces took place.

AIR SULFURT

5?0

Eneny positions round the airborne perimeter were very

thoroughly strafed. An cbserver, who watched fron: the SUUTH bank of

the IIE

3% ®TJN near DHIEL, said that for 3 hours there was a

procession of Typhoons wirich 1ust have iven as wuch heart to the
Adirborme troops as Lt caused disconfort to the onetay. Speeilic

targets such 2a sun asd mortar positions werc located, but results

werc nard to observe., armazd reconnaissances operating cound

JNHER. intorfered effestively with rail movaaent, 12 Locootives

were Jestroyed =nd 10 dawaged snl 74 reilway trucks were destroyed, plus
31 vehicles on railway trucks, (these were first roported as tanks

but were found to be civilian cars)s Uf MT on the roads, 3 were
destroyed and 33 dauaged.

oarLly

Tactical deconmaissance produced soue information in the
part of the day but nothing of jreat significance.

ooa/sl. cona A% !“h.-lG
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A cousiderable f'orce of mediwu bombers attacked targets
in the ARTHEM areca,

ENEMY GCTIVITY

58. The NIJMEGIN bridge was covered by Spitfires and these Y
provided a long and spirited series of dog fights over the NIJMEGEN
area wherce they met a strong force of FW 190s and Me 109s. Several
eneny aircraft were scen to go down. '
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30 CURES UPEATIUNS 25 SELTEMER

GENER.L SITUATIUN

"

5%, By now it wag coporent that the Corps L of C axis would
continue to be cut until 3 Corps could take over cffective ermtrol.
This c-uld WUT be dine until the enoy was evieted from HELLUND

E 5522, which 8 Corps were having difficulty in rcaching.  Until, '
tnercefore, HELMUND could be cleared, essential traffic such as ..,
mere infantry and raintensnce vehieles would be very slow.

The situation of 1 British Adirborne Division was little
changed,

Durin:: the pruvious night, the infantry of the 43 Division
had forced a crossing of the NEDul RTIN, and eventually succeeded
in linking up vath the herd procsed airborne troops on the Northern
bank, Some supnslies had boon Porried across but this had to ceese
at first light owvang to the ene.y's cuaplete dowination by fire of
the SUUTH bank of the river

The enemy had now given up 2ll idea of retaking NIJLEGEN,
but from tectical recomnaissence roports it was evident that he was
rogrouping hard in the (RNHIM area. To the SUUTH of the 1LAAS he was
Leing gradually pushed Eastivoeds, 2nd it was hoped that 30 and 8 Corps
viould link up before night 25/26 Septonber.

TaSKS
60, Tasks for {-roetions of 50 Uorps operantions on 25 Soptenber,

were g Tnllows: -

(a) Guards iruourcd Division

(i) 32 Guanls Bri;nde cuntinue with prosent tasks,
positioning one roginental group in arca 4 miles
P A (e Y o Aapoced ) o
S of GuuVE i possiilcs

(ii) Continuec with presant dask of protecting BasT flank
of bridgchead over the & ..al, oxterding this by
relieving 45 Diviaion of rosponsibility for inclusive
BLST, wnen caplured. -

(iii) Continue present rooonnaissance tasks, including tasks
©0 BaST and WS Troni GRVE, SOUTH from X roAS, until
rolicved by erriveal B2 Division Recsnaissance Reginent.

(b) 43 Division

(1) ©Sropare 1o unlablish a Lridgehcad over the NEDER
RIIN in arca W1 of RENKLL 6276 as soon as possiblas

{(ii) Continue prosent veconnaigsance tasks WEST botween
the NEDER RIOY and Waal.

(iii) Protect BuST flank of 30 Corps from exclusivo ELST,

after capture, to NADER RLTN in arse 6976.

The decision tn withdr-w 1 Sritish Airborne Division
night 25/26 Senta bor wae wlen dusing the vorning, snd the above
tasks cancelled, The reasons oy this '.‘r.i_th-h‘:"..‘.f-'_'.l, end tho reovised
tasiks for farmations, ae lirceted Ly 30 Corps, are shown at &ppendix 'P!

‘ “se / GRUUND TRUUES
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GRUUND TRUOES

61. 4t 0345 hours, 130 Brigade of 435 Division reported that the
L. TURSETS had forcef a crossing over the NEDER RIJN during the night
24/25 September. Uwing to the late arrivel of assault boats, due
to the cutting of the L of O and the difficulty of approaches. to

the river, the attack did not start until 0130 hours. On the

LEFT, the 4 DURSETS got ovor 350 mun incliuding :iortars and two
gunner OUPs, in spite of the very fest current of the river which
dispersed the Loats over 2 wide arca. un arrival on the NORTH

bank they pushed slowly forvavd and it is thought that they reached
their objectives in the thick woolzs on tne NORTH side of the NEDER
RLIN. Contact vith $he cneuy wes gained, but they could not locate
elenents of the 1 British airborme Division, 4t first,opposition
to their crossing was only uoderate, but gradually incereased and

at first light further Terxying opcrations had to stop owing to
intense eneuy firse fron the NURTH benk of the river, approximately
three tons of stores - nciical. eouipirent, rations and ammunition
were got across during the hoars' of darknesse Un the RIGHT, the
Polish Parachute Brigade 4id nout cross owing tc the late arrival

of the assault “oats which had heen held up in transit and the

fact that, without orders, they hed stood dovm, thinking they- would
not arrive, By this tiase, iy 16 assanlt boats were available,
but the CRE of 43 Division lial found some German assault boats which he
proposed t5 use for fvether o, wati-ns on the night 25/26 Septanber,
In the ELST area, 214 Infantyy Arigade, helped by 4/7 DG, continued
Lopping ub operstin s, buc as on the previouvs day the eneay nade
strong points of all houses and each house had to be cleared individually,
The tanks suffered casualsies COrow bazpokas which fired at very
short range, and the encny seens? to have thickencd up his defences
with additional Spendav, By 1630 hcurs, however, ELST was finally
cleared and the enciy withdees Norshwards towerds BLDEN 7375. At
0700 hours, 69 Infanbyy Driraie veswicd its attack on BRMEL E 7267
but continued to nest seubbora rogisianos. By 1700 hours, however,
they were estavlishecd ln the Huwn and the eneiy had withdrawn.

GRUUND TRUUES = USERATLNS Ul HE T U ¢

—

© 624 SUUTH of the ZULL WINIEMS V.&RT Canal, the Corps wuain axis
was still MUT cleared, znd n. traific had been able to get through
during the past 24 nours. 50 {N) Divigsion reported that they
considered that the rosd sanuld Lo cpen by the morning of 26
Septenbere At 1700 hours, patrols of the 2 HCR reported that 32
Guards Brigade had estaslished contact with 29 arnoured Brigade of
11 arioured Division whio had reached 8T ANTHONIS 7238.

During the d-y, & subaidiary class 40 bridge, which had
beern built in case the cnamy caould bomb the GRWVE bridge, was
congleted,

AIXBURNE TROUES UEERATIONS

- —

63. During the nigit 25/25 Septerbder, 130 Infantry briugade,

(4 DURSET3), of A3 Division, cerried out operations for the withdrawal
of 1 Airborne Division in assanlt Losts.  These operations continued
until 0600 hours when intense cneuy Pire rade further crossings =
iripossibles  These operations, which were carried out with the
greatest gallantry and sikill Ly all concerned, resulted in the
evacuation of 2163 men of 1 4Airborne Division, 160 of Polish Parachute
Bripgade and 75 of L LDUQSEL. 180 Lign of the latter were left on the
NORTH bank of the TEOER 20N 5411l flghting to cover the withdrawal.
arrangeents were nale £or the recueption by 43 Division at short
notice, the survivi.s ocing twusod in the barracks at NLJiEGEN,

The Jucricen &2 .ad 104 Advborne Division continued
their respective tasks of Clank protection, and assisting to clear
the L of C.

e l/nlthl}ugh
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_-’slthough activity against the 82 US Division was not very
ncticeable, therc were signs that they werc mreparing to counter
attack on this Divis ionts RIGHY {lank in that area.

4LIR SUPFPORT

64. The priority was still on the SRNHR sector. &L very
large nurber of targets cound the perimeter of the Jiirborne Division
viere engaged in spite of cloud, sleet and rain. Gun and mortar
positions,. including Nebelwerfers, werc attacked.

Some rather decner terpgets werc also taken cn. liovement
into ARNHEM from RENKUL on the WEST wes given a gocd strafe and
armed reccnnaissances went to ~4EREFOORT where camouflzged MT wes
reported, Noiesults are available.

Tactical Reconnaissance was hindered by bad going on
the reconnaissance airfield early cn and by cloud banks later.
By 1700 hours, the sorties had zll proved abortive.

ENEIY AIR OTIVITY

65, At about 0830 hours, avproximately 40 aireraft made an
unsuccessful attempt to destroy both the NIJWICGEN bridges.

Throughcut the day fighter paitrels wads contact with enemy
fighters, on two cccasions while covering the JRNIFER and NIIJMEGEN
arcas, It was apparent that the eneny was making o majer efford
to cut the NIJUEGEL bridges with the ohjf‘ct of' disrupting our L of
C for our troops operating between the IS 2and the NEDER RIJN,

FLANKS

66. On the RICIE fiank of the Corps, SOUTH of the R iiaiS, the
enemy woas gradually being pushed E astwards. At 1700 hcurs, 30 and
8 Corps jcined up ~t 3T ;u'{[Ht"A'LS 7138, Turther SCUTH, GEMERT 5730,
HELIIQND 5522 and JBEUIWE 6520 were now firmly held by 8 Corps.

Thus this Eastwards zdvance by 8 Corps meant that there was little
hope of the remnants escaping Bastwards acrosz 30 Cerps L of C.

On the Cerrs LEFY flank, 12 Ccrps had reported that the
main axis of advance NMORTH of 3T OZDENRODE was still NOT clear and
the remzinder of the day was eccent in trying to clear up this area.



EXECUTION OF MOVELEND. aND TRATFIC FL..N OF 30.CORES

ZURDIG OFERAT ICN "iLARKED GARDEN"

THE EXECUTICN COF THE rial

67. (2) In general the (lan vorked very wall, and proved itself
flexible to meet =ll tactical situations. During the

course cof the cuel
CETEMROIE and VECGHEL was
cocasions: —

EY
Le
~

ration the axis of advance between ST

cut by enemy action on two

PIRST “or 25 hours
. SECOND for 49 hours

Mo movement of sof t—siil:
thesc veriods.

(b) The difficul., vrecess of

n.4 vehicles tock yplace during

. n -

.

"freezing', to pass forward

(=L |

traffic of vital nccessity, was successfully accomclished.

BINDHOVEN was heavily bombed and thus blocked on night
19/20 Septenber: ST OEDENRODE was shelled intermittently
with ~ir bursts throughout the operation.

(c) The Praffic Control orgunisation, (vith one exception),

consisted of H: officers

team pssenmbled als Main H

and wireless cperators. This
: 30 Corps the day nrior to the

start of the ocveration for briefing and wireless netting.

(d) Wireless commnication between Rugulating liQs and TCPs
worked sovasmodically from the ouliset of the opcration and
could not be relied upon. Thiz was due to the limited
range of the sets. Recourse was nade to DRs.

Wireless touch was, houever, successfully maintaipned on

P sc¢ts oeuvwveen the Des

ratching ¥nd, (30 Corps Traffic

Office), and tho Receiving End, (G(8D) lain HE 30 Corps),
throushout the oonerallon,

(e) The organised movencnt of large nurbers of vehicles is

entirely dependent on -

(ii) Cced comaunics

(1) A svsien of control
ticns

L8 regards the latter, it is suggested that line

cormunic=ting is cssentbi:

1l ‘The control crjianisation

should not bs over el:boraute, =nd should be sufficiently
flexible to desl with wiforescen contingenciss. lduch

will depend on wwebive patrolling of the reute by enthusiastic
cfficers well verszed in the Goetical plan. uick thinking
and firm action we freguently regnired.

ERIORITIES
68. Changes of priority werr

G (SD) located vath M-in Corpu.
ordered ;-

(i) Beidge colwm,
te GRUVE.

potified to Trafiic Office through

Ponr sueh cismpges in priority were

L50 vehieles, MoG/UY Canal

ees/(i1) 69 Brigede
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(ii) 69 Brigade, 450 vehicles, ESCAUL' Canal to
ST ORIENRCIE.

(iii) 50 Division, less 69 Brigade, 3,000
venicles, ESCAUT Canzl to ST OEDENROLE.

(iv) 7 iArmoured Division. This formstion
reouired the axis from EINDHOVEN to VEGHEL.

The accelerztion of these colunns involved the !freezing!
of all other colwms on the road to allow for their free passage.

In all four cases these columms had unhindered runs to
their dispersal arees, the Bridping Column covering the distance
of L7 miles in 3% hours, and 50 Division having their best run
since landing on D Day.

FREEZING

694 Chanpges in priority =nd order of march were made for reasons
of urgent opcrationnl nccessity,

It must be borme in wmind, heowever, that 'freczing' does
impose a delay in timc and space on woving columns which have to be
frozen. The nrocess should not, therefore, be attompted except
after carcful considerdfiion.

YRAFIIC DISCIPLINE

70 In pencral 2 nigh standaxd of individual driving and convey
discivline wag naintained.

Double boniding, was NOT permitted excent by order of the
Traffic Conircl orgrnizaticn with the objuet of passing through
vriority columns.

PROVCST
75 Pointenmen, rercying corties, and mopile detachments of

CiF must De included in ench YWCHs  Pointsuen were excellent, but
movile putrols were not sufticiuntly in cvidence.

a reserve is cssentinle.

UEDICAL AND HECOVERY

725 Hoth were necessary nn:d should be spaced along the axds,
TCPs are suitable loc:tiins.

BREAKDOVIS

15 "he nuiber of vehicle easu~lties due bto mechrnienl brvnkdovns
was neglirible. .

{LCHT LIOVERISNT

Mo In order Lo make up for time lost owing to enany netion it
beeame necessaxy to nove by night. In gpite of no woon, the standard
of driving vdth no lights was very high indecd.

fhe ilnposition of lightine restyictions ine to tocticnl necassity
mst be enrelully weighed with the stroin on drvivers.

« + o /CLSULLTIES


Rob
Highlight

Rob
Highlight

Rob
Highlight


...?1*__

C.SUALTIES

754 Scme vehicles and cquipment of TCPs werc destroyed by
eneny bombing, s reserve muet be held immedictely availnble,

SFEED 0F MOVIIENWT

76. * The speed of any convey debends on the specd of the slowest
vehicle. It was noticeable fhat American convoys travel at a higher
speed than their British counterparts.

200 USA 2% ton vehicles were frequently observed to pass
a point in 16 - 18 minutes.

LISCELL/NEOUS TRAFFIC

77, (o) Vhilst control was rigid, it was inevitable that in an
creration of this scop¢ a large amount of miscellancous
traffic was on the moads It is estimated tha’ not less
than 25 per cent of the traffic using the axis comprised
incidental vehicles wiidch made their way independently
to their destination. In all planning, allowance must
be made for this traffic.

(b) . commitmenti not comsidered in the planning stage was RAF
traffice During the period under review, at least 1,000
R/ vehicles used the axis to EINDHOVEH and later to GRAVE.
This priority must be accepted if we are to have udequate
air cover for an operation of this nature., RAF wmust make
their demands in time for thein to be incorporated in the
controlling Amy Formation Plan.

TOAL TR.FVIC

78, A tetal of 25,280 vehicles had been passed up the axis

from 1900 hcurs 19 Septomber 1944 to 2359 hours 26 September, 1944,
This movement tock place Auring seven days running, i.e.

an average of 3,610 vehicles  day.

TRAIWIC CONTROL CRGNIC/TICK FROPOSAL

79. (a) Recent opcretions of %0 Corps hove uvroved the necessity
for a hidhly efficicnt Traffic Control organisation to
deal with larse scale movencnts on roads,

(b) Provost resources in the Corps are not capable of providing
the personncl =nd commnicotions required, It has always
been foun:d nccessary to form an "ad hoe" traffiec orpanisation
within the Corps to Acal with this problem.
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SEOTION 10
30 CORPS AND 1 BRITISH AIRBURNE CORPS
- AnLISTRATTVE ARRANGEGNTS P A
GENERAL ¥ : :
80, The administrative arrangements that were nade for thlis

operation have already becn outlined in Part I, Section 6,
It is now nroposed ©o exmnidne the main aspects of these arrangements
with a view to sceing how they were cxecuted during the operation.

The adiinlstrative sachinery and the eff'cet operations had
during thu veriod 17/25 Scptumbor, are now considered., TFor case
of refercance in thc inatial day Lo day accounts the maintenance
aspect of’ Ground and Airborne Troops is considered separatcely during
poriod 17/18 Scptembor. : ’

81. Scales uf' noldings for formations

Formaticns wihered Lo those scales of' commoditics as shewn
in Part I, Scction 6, cxcspt tnat doth the Guards Armoured Division and
8 Armoured Brigade were deficicent of meny second line natures of
anmunition which Bucond rmy could not meet from Army Roadhcad,
This was overeome by Suveond . may epreeing that these deficient natures
should be 'pillaged' from 11 Lrmourcd Divisicn and 4 Armourced Brigade,

82+ Transosort

(a) Seernd army were short oi' tranzport for the inmediste
roquirenénts of 30 Corps, and were not in a position
to orovide transport Lil't for the two US airborne
Divisiong whosce orgenisations made no provision for
transpory 1lif't aftee landing. Tn meet this transport
dcriciency, four U3 Truck Compenies were told to
report from LB w273 t0 39 Corps by 19 Septamber,

(b) The working or the Curps Transport ressurces wes-normal,
supplemented by: -

(i) 90 armourud Brigrdc R.SC Company, primwarily
allotted ioy troop lifting. This Company
possed, howover, to 8 Corps with 50 (N) Division,
and werce fully enployed in the lifting of
50 () Division, *

(ii) Three artillery R3C platoons.

(1ii) 8ix »latoons formed fron the scaborne element of
52 Division, plus four US Truck Conpanies,
3 -

(¢) Two platuvons were fully comeitted in lifting CCSs until 26
septeber,  Their roturn to Corps control would have been
more ranid had it nov beon for the "eut" in the axis.

03e 17/18 Scptadber : Ground Troops

From 17 Septomver “nenpds, 30 Corps was based on 161 FiC
at BOURG LEULULD which in turn ves stocked by Corps transport drawing
from .ruy Roadheod at DRUSSELS.

84 17/18 Sceptusber @ .irbornc Troops

(a) 17 Septanwer. The sutonabic dpop for all formations
af 1 British .drborne Corps was carried out successfully
on 17 Septeauber.

) LD)




(v)

o 17k

18 Septeuber. Uwing to inaccurate dropping, due to tho

intense cnony flak, the rusupply of 1 British Airborne
Corps vias not suzcessful wmd the majority of containers
wore drooned on the enaay. 82 US Lxrborne Division
were, howcver, successfully resupplied, whilst 101 US
£irborne Division had taoken with thorn sufiicioent supplics
and awauniting For 40 hours,

85« Ground and .irorrne Forces

(a)

(1)

()

19 Septciiber. During this day CDrps- troops transport

was ennloyed in building up 161 siC.  aAlthough 50 Division
were sut nocraticmally under co wand of 8 Corps, thoy

remained adudnistratively wder 30 Corps. Liaison officers
were sent ©o 101 and 52 US airborne Divisions whose adminig=~
tirative situation was satisfactory. The Tour US Truc
Cioupanies that Second lrny were »roviding for the maintenance
of these two divisinnsg failed to arrive, =

20 Septeombers .ilthough the US Truck Companies errived,

they wer: incaapl:te, ond they were also loaded up with the
weong type ol 105 iz aurunition; in addition, vital trens-
port 1lift had not been znle use of, as some trucks cane up
einpty. Truck Crupanies wer:e sorted under 390 Corps direction,
and each JAirbrrne Division was allocated 20 trucks for ground
distributi n within divisisnal areas, During the night,
heavy enaiy bonbing of ETTUAOVEN destroyed aoproximately 27
second line vehicles of Guards arrcured Division. Un this
day all thrue 2ivisins wore maintained by air, but not
adoquately, as dropning into DZs was inaccurate owing to heavy
flak, insxporience of the pilots and misty sweather.

21 Septaaber. .dvance elauents of 162 FuC were despatched

to Main Corps wibth tuc nvject i establishing 162 MC in the
area of _RVIELL | Operati nally, this proved impossible ‘and
a site wes chosen instead in the GRAVE area. a8 a start,
sur platoons of FUL were sent up b0 GLVE from 161 BIC at
BUURG LEVURULD, but thesc did ¥0T arrive until 25 September
owing to the "eut" in the L of C, .
i platon of iodiwn awrunition was sent up to 162 WiIC for
a special artillery progracsic by 6k iediwn Regiment, in
support of 1 British Airborene Division; this arrived just
provious to the eney cutting the Corps L of G 50 (N)
Division, =nd such Corps troops as were in the vicinity,
centinued t5 be raintsined fro:o: 161 FC at S0URG LEGFOLD.
4 large Goriien supoly dwip was captured at USS and this
subsequently proved of great value, as owing to the "cut"
in the L of 6, tho umaintenance of certain Corps troops becane
the rusponsibility nd Divisions in whose arcas they were
located. Corps then directed that Divisinnal transport should
draw or this dumo on a day=-to-day basis until the L of C had
boen restored, having installed a cronposite platoon to
balance¢ ratims and cuntenl ‘issues. Composite imnintenance
vacks of XL znt supplics were also despatched to 82 and 101
US Lirborne Divisions during the day, '

22 Scptedber.  uUn this Joy tho Corps L of C was cut in the
afturnoon. uwing t2 congestion on the roads and changes

of priority, the four platoons of FOL despatched on 21 Septomber
wers hell u: SUUTH of the "eut", as z2lso was the maintenance
lift for J2 US .irborae Division, but that to 101 US Airborne
Division gri throughs

«es/(e) 23 Septeuber
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86.

(e)

()

(2)

R

23 Septembers Owing to the L of C being cleured, transport

that had been sent on the 21 Scotember te the 82 US Air-
borne Divisicn delivered its lcad. The four platoons
carrying 0L continucd their journey and declivered their
load to 162 ¥C. IMurther composite maintennance packs were
2lso despatched tc voth US Divisicns.

During the night, scven platoons of Main Ammunition Netures
were desvatched by Corps 'Q' from BUURG LEOPOLD te stock
162 THC at GRAVE.

3 and 10 QCS werc estnblished at NI.J]-.J;(IE‘H and 163 Tield
Ambulance moved forvward to DRIEL 6875 to deal with Airborne
casualtics evecuated over it NEDER RLJN in DUKWS.

24 Sectember., On the L of C being rostored, Rear Headquart-

crs 30 Corps moved, but the L of C was again cut at 1200
hours on 2i .mgtumbez, and Rear Corps were marocned SOUTH of
the 'cut' in the VEGQIEL arcea, together with three of the
ammunition platoons despatched the previous night; in
addition, NORTIL of the 'cut', the four platoons which had
delivered ammuniticn werc also prevented from returning,
together with som: ¢l the four plateons which had delivercd
POL, 82 US Airborne Division's previous days maintenance
requirements were also held up S0UTH of the 'cut.'

The German supply durp at C88 continued to be made consider-
able use of to meet Corps troors' requirecments and to supple-
ment Divisions' dwindling resources. Whilst droodng from
this dunp, the socond line RISC Company of the 8 .hrmourcd
Brigade routed encmy clements who were also trying to use
the dump, and, af'ter killing several of the eneny took 75
prisoncrs of wnr.

The supply situation 2t Ansy Roadhead was not goecd at this
time but the Corps werc ~ble to maintain themselves to the
extent of 400,000 rations e¢ven though the main balancing
items, i.e, tea, sugar, milk and cigarettes were unprocurable
k11 available Corps transport resources “were concentrated on
the task of building up stocks in 161 FMC to the moximum, as
forward maintenance was impossible.

25 September, Mo change f'rom 24 September,

The total number of prisoncrs of war that were captured by

the formations within 30 Corps during the period 17 to 26 September, was
as follows:~ "

uff'icers CRs
Guards s;ixmoured Division 10 140
43 Divisian 14 500

50 Division 5 LOO

Total 26 1,040
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A PPENDIX ’G" to
PART TII.

3C CORES MOVEMENT INSTRUCTION I'OR OFERATION 'GARDEN'

1»  General.

This instruction is fo be read in conjunciion with 30
Corps Mperation Instruction-io. 24, extracts of which are included
under Section 4 of this report.

p . ;4. J’;d 210
2 xecs of /.dvarnce

30 Corps is dvancing on one Main Axis as laid dovm in 30
Cerps Operation Instruction llc. 24. (Sece Lppendix 'B' {o Part I),

The subsidiary axis will assist the advance tactically and
may provide & mest inwortant zltern:iive route should the main axis
cr any part of it prove unusable. It will MOT howcver materizlly
inerease the overall specd of movement. :

3¢ Order of liarch and Pimings

At Lnnexure 1 is a2 table showing grouping of formations
and units for movement,

The table is arranjed in the order of march, but it rust
be appreciated tliat this will vary in accordance vwith the tactical
situation.

Guerds fmacured Division will however advance at '4! hour.

. 44 SP and Dispersal PYoints

. SP for all serials, (less those already WORTH cof it), is
the SOUTH end of the bridge 3596« ' 2

Dispersal point is the Northern cutskirts of [RWHEL.

He ‘Rate of iovement

(a) The rate of movement depunds clearly con the tactical
situation. It is, however, hoved 1o move 2t ayproximately
35 vtm and 1) mih.

(b) It is cstimated that T'or tactical reasons the lew past SP
on 'D' gy is unlikely to excced 3 hours.
Thereafter 1t is honed that a 13 hour flow daily, (viz from
C60Qi. hours to 19004 hours), will pass SP.

(¢) There will be NO movement on the wain axis during the hours
of darknesa. The only cxzcertions to this rule will be :-

(1) ™Pnctical necesaity.

(ii) Whon a Greoup Cormander is satisiied that his group
can couplete its move, vithout fdisrupting traffic
arrangencnts, within two hours of last light.

(@) Groups leagucring for ihe nipht w/ill probably have te do so
on the main read owing o the nature off the pground, though
it may bLe pessible for them to pull off into ficlds adjacent
in some placos. IFP UNITS LELVE THE ROAD FOR LE \GUSRING THEY
WILL LEAVE & REGESENTACIVE 06 THE ROLD to indicate the point
at which the thil of the columm was when it storted to leave

e ./thc road,
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the road. TFollowing seriacls will NOT pass this point
except under provisicns of (c) (i) and (ii) above.
In any case, it is essential that all serials start to move
again punctually 2t C600 hours. If this is NOT done the

order of march will be disarranged and chaos is likely to
ensue. R '

6. Lights
No lignts will be allowed on the main axis by night.

No open fire will be 1it by night on the main axis or in
its immediate vicinity.

7. Rearward Traffic

Rearward traffic on the main axis of advance will be kept to
the barest minimum for at least the first 48 hours., This includes
local and inter-unit maintenance traffic,

8. Provost
APM 30 Corps will co-ordinate volicing of the main axis.

Cne section 43 Diviesional Frovost and two sections 50
Divisional Provest are placed undsr command .EE 30 Corps.

In princinle, each formaiion will police its own move,
Divisional Chl’ working under the general dircetion of 'TCF contrclling
the sector cf the roand concerned. (This does NOT apply to Guards
armoured Division whe will be entircly responsible for policing their
ovm movement).

9. Ireffic and Movement Couirol Organisation

(a) At Apnexurs 2 is a description of 30 Corps Traffic and
Movement Control organisatisn for operation 'GarTEN'.

() All Groups will forward to this HQ by not later then 2000
hours 16 Septenber, details of sub-allotment of serial
numbers and, if possible, un anticipated order of march,

(This does HOT apply to Guards Armoured Division, sxcept

for /idminigtrative Group. Guards Armourcd Division will
however keep Traft'ic Office 30 Corps fully informed of the
progress of ‘their move. This is ssscntial so that subsequ-
ent, proups can be got on to the roads,

(¢) Each group will maintain an LO at Traffic Nffice 30 Corps.
LO will report 24 hours before the day on which the group
is expected to move.

(d) 'TCP 2t 3P has authority to pass through onto the rcute

groups of NUU more than 10 vehicles as and when opoortunity
offers.

(Spd) OODTRCONONXX

Brizadier,
Cencral Staff.
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INNEXURE 1 to-
AFPPENDIX 'G!' to

PART II
LGROUPING OF MORLATTIONS AllD UNITS TOR MOVEMENT - OFERATION
' GLRDFL
Formeticn -4ddi tional Serial Destination Approx- Approx- Remerks
or Unit Troovs uwnder Numbers irate irate
respensiltle  Cormizand or rumbsr  time
for Greoup under Comrand of rnast

. for movement

vehicles point

() (b) (o) (d) (e) (£) ()
Armourcd and
Brigade NORTH
One Squadron A2 do %0 8  Under
2 HCR ' command
' 5 Brigade
for:
move
2 HCR less
L. Squadrons A3 do L0 8
Guards 8 Ci AL do 158 30
Divisional vohicle 4
Headaguartors
AP A b do 20 L
9L Lii Regiient k6 do L0 8
less detachments
Reconnaissance hg do
Party 100 AL
Brigade
One Squadron w0 do o) 8
2 HCR
32 Guards A9 276 180
Brigade
8, Medium 410 do 170 70
Regiment less
2 Sections
100 ai Brigade A 11 NIJITHGEN 81 15
elements 3
148 Field I'ark A 12 L SINEER 50 10
Squadron
11 Field Company B do 113 20

and Bridging

e ./J'l 1&»0
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Pornmation ~dditionzl’ ~Serial Desti- Approx— appro¥- — Remarks
or Unit Troops under Numbers nation inate inate
responsible Corrand or nwiber tine
for Group undor conand of veh= past
for movement icles-- post
(a) (b) (e) (9) (e) -(£) (g
hir OP A 1L - LBNIOM 16 L
2 HCR &
(Squadron) i. 95 do 282 55
and A
Echelons
Squadron
2 HCR and i 16 do 440 50
RS0
Headquarters
30 Corps-TCEs 3 200 Various GO 12
15/19 H Battery 86 ¢ 220 EINDHUVEN 300 60
Field Regi-
nent, Squadron
RUYALS
L)y RTR SE Batterys D 230 VEGHEL 350 70
Sguadron
RUYALS
Detach-
nent 27 Lud
SRY Battery 147 E 240 GRLVE 375 75
Field Repi-
rients Squad-
ron RUYLLS
Detachment
27 Likh
123 Lk G 260 NIJMEGEN 108 20
Reginent
(less
battery)
Y GOR G 26% do 9 2
Headquarters G 262 do 14 I
100 4A
Brigade
165 Hii Regi- G 263 do 124 25
laent less
one troop
Seaborne 270 AWNHEM 517 100
Tail vA'
43 Reconn-  Squadron K 301 ARNHER - 350 70
aiszance arroured and
Regte 12 KRRC Repinment NurTH
Reconnai- —m K302 do - 15 5
ssance and :
Harbour
Tarties
430 Brigade K 303 do 719 140 Incl 100 DUKWS

Group

and 46 RASC
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NURTH

Formation additional - Sorhl Dcsti- APDLOX= APProX- ~Remarks
or Unit Troops wnder . Nurbeys nation imate  inete
responsible Coiiend or nuwiber tine
for Group - ° under of veh- past
.+ coraand for icles  post
rovenent - U 395 =
(a) (D) gt S fiepe—stey Tl (6) (2)
Tao 43 Tpoop 236 inti= K 304 ARNHEM 49 10
Division Tank Battery and i
Tac 8 ' NORTH
Armoured ,
Brigade - . ‘ . .
64 Mediun  Survey Troop K 305 . do - 351 70 Incl 70 RASC
Reginent Re fia R
112 Pield
Reginent ;
43 Divisional K 306 do 110 25 5 7
RE Group . e s "
Reconnalssance X 307 do 18 2
and Harbour
Parties
214 Brigade Armicured K 308 do 675 135 Incl 100 DUKWS
Group Reginent = and 22 RASC
8 Armourcd e
3rigade =
RN Brigado K 309 do 330 65
Divisional Troop 236 anti- £ 310 do 238 50 s
Headquarters Tank Battory 15
and Head=- FDS
quarters 8
aArmoured ; b
Drigade : =
179 Field RN Artillory - K 314  do 4k2 90 Incl 400 R4SC
Reginent 48 Survey g Sovt 5
9L Ficld Battery
Regiront .
419 Heavy
Battery = .
429 Drigade Armoured X312 Tdo 592 120 Incl 100 DUKWS _ ..
Group.. . - - Reginent ' .and 25 ‘RASC
less Squadron - ¢ S =
Bridging K33 + do =46 3
Platoon i
207 Field
Park Conpany A
61 Recconn~ Detachient L 500 ARNHEM 177 35"
aissance 508 Conpany
Reglinent RA4SC ;
5 E YURKS L 500 do 273 55 BLridgehead
Group Detachnent
115 Lia M 501 do 114 25
Regiient - '
less battery
'X' GOR M 502 do 11
une Troop 557 M 503 do 20 2
SL 3attery
3 ccs J 300 ARNHEM 70 15
and
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324 Conpany RASCV 1103

Formation Additional Serisl Desti- Approx- spprox-  Remarks
or Unit Troops under. Num~ nation imate .imate
responsible Conmand or bers number time
for Group under ; of.. past
cormand for . vehicles point
movement - AR e s ol e
() (v) (e) (d) (e) (£) (g)
10 COS N 510 ARNHEM 70 15
and
NORTH : _
Seaborne C 5%1 ARNHEM 195
Tail 'B!
69 Brigade 86 Field Regi= P 530 ARNHEM 754 150
Group ~ment less 3 to and
batteries P 537 - NORTH
Dattery 7 '
Medium Reginent
Mein Head- P 540 275 55
quarters to do
50 Division P 54
Group
151 Brigade 7 Mediun less P 560
Group one battery to do 82 180
4 P 565.
Rear Head- 7 Kedium Regi~- P 570 incl
quarters nent artillery to do 819 165 1 HAMES
50 Division Flatoon P, 579
Group
231 Brigade P 580
Group to do 630 125
P 583 a
Rear Headw Air Troops Q 700 do 350 70
quarters Headquarters ,
30 Corps Reconnaissance
162 PMC
Seaborne ! S 800 ARNHEM 202 - 45 T ;
Tail tO! :
US Airborne \ _ il
Tail U1000° ¢ 4$0CO 200
162 MG 2650 52 300 60
Guards
Zirmoured
-Division
Adninistra=
tive Group
43 Division B echelgn.110 K 900  ? 850 170
Adninistra= Laa Regimént to !
tive Group K 949
50 Division Dattery 75anti= P 950- 7 174 35
-~ Administre= Tank Reginent to
tive Group P 95 -
165 Hak Regi- 123 Lai RegimertV 1100 ? 200 40 All B
nent 113 Lid Reginent to |

echelon
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The following serials will be phased in as required according to
progress of operaticnal and tactical situation,

Fornmation Serial- .pproximate Approximate Renarks

or Unit Nuvbers nunber of = time past

responsible vehicles post

for Group _—
(2) () (e) (a) (e)

Main Headquarters F 250 370 75

30 Corps

RE Group

HARRY R 733=741 878 180

JI R 742-746 483 95

MM ICHAEL R 747=754 380 75

PRTER R 755~760 536 105

RICHARD R 761-760 766 150

HAURICR, R 769-775 1110 220

GEORGE R 776~=778 56€ 115

SPIKE R 779-784 - 1486 300

JOHN R 785=790 1146 230

Q1 1 720=722 300 60

FRED R 720-722 - 300 60

BILL R 723=726 419 - 85 -

BERTR/M R 723-726 - 419 85

RIGGIE R 727-728 109 25

BAaSIL R 729-732 . 316 65




ANNEXURE 2 to
APPENDIL ' G’

TRAFFIC AND MOVEMENT CONTROL ORG.ITISATION FOR
OFER.I'TON 'G.ARDEN, '

ORGANISATION OF MOVENENT

1, ' Control of movement will be excrecised through 30 Corps
Traffic Office. -This Office will be cstablished initially at Main HQ
30 Corps, passing to Rcar 30 Corps when iain 30 Corps moves forward,

When Rear 30 Corps moves forward, Traffic Office will
remain at 30 Corps 4dn Post until ordered forward,

2 The organisation within HQ 30 Corps for calling forward of
movement groups is as follows :w=

(a) G (SD) Branch will control prioritics for movement
on the Main Axis and will give nccessary instructions
to the Traffic 0ffice,

(b) Traffic Office will issuc nccessary movement orders and
make all arrangements for the implementation of the move.

ORGAMNISLTION OF TiuFFIC CONTROL

G © Draffic Control will be exercised through regulating HQ's
and TCP! s. vy
L, ' f{cgulé.tinf; HQs' will cach be in charge of a certain geotor

of the Main ixis and srill control certain TCFs,
The location of these is as follows :-
(a) Regulating HQ No. 1 - Bridge over MEUSE - ESCAUT Canal,
TCPs -~ A IEUSE = ESCAUT Cenal Bridge
B VALKENSW,u.RD
C EINDHOVEN
(b) Regulating HQ No. 2 - VEGHEL
TCPs - D ST OEDENRODE
E VEGHEL
F rd junc ESCH.REN E 6251
(¢) Regulating HQ No. 3 = ARNHEM

TCPs = G NIJMEGEN

H ARNHEM
TICP COLLUNICATIONS
5e | Sec diagram at Sketch '.i' to this Annexurc,
6. No, 2 Regpulating HQ at VEGHEL will act as control station

for all Repulating HOs and will be in communication with kain and
Rear Corps,

T5 Linc comrmunication will be 1aid to Trafiic 0ffice Rear
30 Corps fron No., 1 Regulating lQ at BESCAUT Bridge through HECHTEL
cross roads K 3483,

000/8. Cod-e
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8. _Code signs; frgquencies, etec, will be <dissued by €SO 30 Corps.

COMPOSITION OF REGULATING H end ©CPs

9 (&) Regulating HQ ~ Personnel One senior officer .
One NCO . . —
Three wireless operators

Equipménit  One wircless vehicle
Jeep or Car,
(b) ICPs - Peraornel One of ficer 1
e Onc senior NCO
Three wireless operators
Two regimental DRS
Half Scction Provost
Cook
Recovery Personncl

Equipment  Onc wireless vehicle, with two
banke of batterics and charging
set,

Four gallons clcar pctrol
Onc 15 et domestic vchicle
Onc Reecovery vechicle
Provost motor cycles
Cooking facilities

POSITIONTNG AND HOVELSEIT OF TCPs AND GULATING HQS

10, TCPs and Regulating HQs will move into position as orderecd
by HQ 30 Corps, Thosc forward of Corps SP will move behind Guards
Armoured Division and will drop off on arrival at their rcspective
destinations, y

CODE NAKES

11, * FEach TCP will be known by the code name !'TARE! follodred
by a placc code name of the town in which it is located.

#




TRAFFIC CUNTROL NET

cP
TARE MALVOLIO

ICP
NIJMEGEN
TARE BELCH

TCP
ESCHAREN
TARE TYBALT

IcP
VEGHEL
TARE WULSEY

Gp II 6487

IcP
ST OEDENRODE
TARE COBWED

Ice
EINTHOVEN
TARE BRUTUS

SKETCH '4' TO ANNEXURE 2
TO APPENDIX 'G' TO PART I

ARNHEM
MAIN
o~ 30
+ ™. 7\ Nos 3 REG HQ ¢\ CORFS
7 i 6 EASY \_ ' 6 BAKER
/
(H/
iy
/
e / -
® /e
N i / v 6 POX
> / i
{eg ) /
.n /./ -
7w /T VEGHEL
o i _,$. i
- § 15 i i Control
~i 4 Station
Gp TV 2036
2s Rear 30 Corps will
control one to one
link to No.1 Reg
e HQ until No. 2
{ ! \ Reg HQ opens,
NS el
: 3, TCEs R/T if
e oonditions
( \ favourable, Contxol
s \ may order CW.
i 4+ Reg HQs and 30
Corps will be CW.
No. 1 REG HQ \
ESCAUT DRIDGE  \
.’"-"\. P 6 DOG \ REAR
t--—L-r T E e s A e
Nl . _ — \__/ .6 CHARLIE
b PG = R
—
e

HECHTEL CRUSS RDS
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HQ 30 CORES TRAFFIC 4ND }i VEMENT CONTSUL URGANISATION

GS0 I (L) -
: T TS :
GSO II (Ops) ~ DAQMG -~ ~ SORE ' G30 IiI AR

1« Res ponsi’léili-ties ‘

GSO I (L) = (a) Co-ordinatinn of moveément 4nd traffic
control.

(b) availability of routes,
- (c) Liaison w:ith -{.)ps;-'l '
GSO II(Ops) (a) Operational situatici;_i. -
* (b) Informe ¢ion on unti:i-:;ai:'e;'l pperational moves,
(¢) Pricrity of r:i;jvel.wnt.‘

(d) Details of routes unler Ccrps control.,

DAQMG - (a) Co-crdiration of movement and issue
of nmove oxders to all administrative

units.

(b) Planning and execution of TC organisation.

(e) Liaison with provost. ‘
* SORE - (a) -dvice on state o routes and route
maintenance,

(b) Information on bLridges, bridge
classifications ete.,

‘GSU I1I (a) Issue all exccutive movement orders
(Ga.m) for operatipnal units.

(b) state road availability,
._}‘sR{» . = (a) Implementation of wmovanent instructions.
(13) Co-ordination of Corps rrovest resources,

(e) Provision of Provost resources For
' TC organisation.

(a) Establislument of necesaary diversions in

conjunction with RIE.
2, GS0 I (L), DAQMG, and GSU IIT (c un) will be established
at Traffic Oftice Main 30 Corps. -




W APPENDIX 'J'_to

PART II

TOPOGRAPHICAL, AFPRECIATION OF THE AXES OF ADVANCE
aND OF RIVERS WAAL AND NEDER RIJN

WESTERN AXIS

1e

(a) ESCAUT Canal - EINDHOVEN

(o)

()

"=

First class road 25 - 30 £t wide with a tarmacadam surfaco
and ample grass verges in most places. Parts of the

road, however, are embanked and flanked by ditches.
Deployment is difficult except in sandy woodland areas
immediately on either side of the road between VALKENSWAARD
and EINDHOVEN. This stretch is also suitable for the
dispersal of vehicles, as there are many wooded stretches
which also are most suitable for the defence.

ETNDHOVEN

Except for the main NORTH - SOUTH road, the streets
are tortuous and narrow.

EINDHOVEN - GRAVE

Shewn as first class road, width 20 - 30 ft, but in

places the road surface is very bad. Deployment pnssihle
along most of ‘its length except between ZON L4426 ard

ST OEDENRODE 4232 where the surrounding country is peaty,
and in the neighbourhood nf GRAVE where the road is embanked
with ditches rn either sido.

The bridge cver the WILHEII{INA Canal is a class 40, but can
only take single line traffic. That over the ZUID WILEEMs
VAART Canal at 4736 is shewn on a German map, corrected

to March 1943, as having a maximum load capacity of 16
tons. '

The loop at ST OEDENRODE can be by-passed by a new road,
(not shewn on the 1:100,000 maps), from 424317 to the
cross roads at 427322,

GRAVE to NIJIMEGEN

First class road with concrete surface, 20 - 30 ft wide, and
two cycle tracks, 5 't wide, flanked by broad grass verges.

From GRAVE to 6459 the road crosses the MEUSE valley
polders which aro intersected by hedges, trees and ditches,
except for a stretoch on an embankment half-a-mile each
side from the MEUSE bridges. Frem 6459 the road follows
the railway through country dotted with clumps of trees

cr bushes, and villas. Almost the whole of the road is
dominated by the high ground SOUTH and EAST of NIJMEGEN,
Between GRAVE and NIJMEGEN there are firm dry soils except
for two belts of wet clay, one f'or two miles NORTH of GRAVE
and the other a mile long at 652600,

NIJMEGEN to ARNHEM,

The old road via ELST 7070 varies from 20 £t to 40 ft in
width. The surfaco is concrete for most of the way,
thougl parts are of rolled clinker,

.../The roﬂd
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The road crosses the Wil river by a new bridge, 716631, to
IENT 716k, and traverses the open cultivated plain to the
lower RHINE through fluat c¢pen t'ields lined with deep ditches,
and small scalitered orchasds near the villages. The road
is raised about 4 to 6 Teet above the surrounding country.
Firm dry, sandy soil-  Trces aloug the roadside and the
orchards afford the only cover as far as BLST, whilst
deployment is limited to ewvernl secondary roads.

At 715737, a new road leads teo ARMHBEL via a.new bridge over
the lower RHINE at 746707, The road is believed to be
still under construction., It chould be capable of taking
tracked vchicles, but these wolld have %o by-pass two
incomplete "fly-over" tridges,

EASTERN AXES

2, (&) VAIKENS/.iRD - JEEIDE ls-BOT - GELDROT L4816,

First class road, but deployment very difficult, except
for a short stretel Betuecn ILEENDE and HERZE 4911, owing to
peaty nature of the zrcund, Tinited ceolojment Just VEST
of road IEEZE to GELDRCP. - =

(b) GELDROP to HELMOND 5522

'Firet class road with CUinssd 10 bridge over the BINDHOVEN
Canal. pploynent poor a5 far as IXERTO 52186, but fair
from there to HELIOHFD.

(¢) HELLOND - BAKEL %‘,1 2y, - CEMERT 5780 - VOTKEL 5640 - MILL
6415 — BSCHERBIT 6154, .

Sezondary road, in sevoral placez it only for single line
traffic, Surface menerally good, and suitable for heavy
loads, excepl for a atreton midway botween VOIXEL and
MILL where the subsoil is poatis

One Clags 4O and twic Cisss 24 p-idpes over thé ZUID
WILLEMS VAART at HEILHOND,

Deployment possible aleng nost of the road, though
there are bad stretches WESI of the roal at 6026; on.
either side of the road between VOLZLL and ;ELL

and for a couple of miles NW of MILL.

Note:~ Sec Appendix 'B', 2AIT I {or rouses used. «
RIVERS

3 Data on the Rivera isdS, 7T .mﬂ ;\F‘T"'F‘ ‘?IJ“I where the main
axis bridges cross them is as shewn hercunder:.

RIVERS MAAS, VAAL, AND NEDER RIJN
(a) RIVER MAAS
Dime:sions GRAVE

Depth : 64 feet
Width : 800 feet

Current

The AAS riscs and £alls very suddenly af'ter heavy
raing, sometines 13 feet v wore within a few days,

.8 ./B:?.nks
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Banks 3
The banks are flat over a conciderable stretoch; they
are covered with gravel and peat; the fields and heaths
which back the banks offer little cover; woods seldom
approach within 550 verds of the bank; on the left *
bank there are concrete casemates at every 220 yards,

RIVER WAAL
General

The River WAAL is the most important shipping channel of

the RHINE by which ships can reach the RUHR area from

the estuery ports of the NETHERLANDS. The river flows
through polderland, which gives place to river terraces

in the upper reach near NIJMEGEN. The river has a

constant seasonal variation which is felt along the whole
stretch, as there are no locks, Low water is in September -
OCtObeI'. fricle .

- Dimensions

Width (at normal low water) : normally 850 feet.
Depth varies according to the seasonal levels of the RHINE.
Banks

Normally dyked along each bank, exoept at points where

there is a quay, loading stege, or port,

RIVER NEDER RIJN
Dimensions

Width at ARNHEM approximately 300 fcet.  In winter the width
of the river may incresse to 1640 fect.

\
Depth 8 - 1l feet.
Current
The tide is noticeable as far as CULEMBORG (E 2?);
Banks
The river is fairly constricted between dykes along
the river bankc, These dykes are normelly of earthen

construction, reinforced at intervals by stone setts,

There is normally & towpath along one bank, though the
path frequently changes from one bank to the other,

There ic little cover on either bank of the River EAST
and VEST of ARNHEM,
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. . . APPENDIX 'L' %o
h‘:- wh, 3 .h : _——P‘.\RT II i ;
P LAV EXTRACTS GDS ARD DIV 0O NO 12 T 5 R
e e bl D L By 1T AR R L
1 L3 _&}__ M
OP "GARDEN"
w 15 Sep Lk
S ORI WO 2 st [
RS 006 0 0.9 60 00.6000606000604
3 '."' :.. i : .‘
5 G8&  Armd. Div will adv at 'H' hr'at maximum speed to area ARNHEM

- and, by-passing APELDOORN, will dominate the area from incl NUNSPEET to
excl APEIDOORN,

METHOD

t«-.-

6, Grohplng ahd Order of “iarch

GrOUp:th and Order of uhrch are shewn at Annexure t,
7. Adr Sp s ' .
(a) Allotment of Tentacles

(i) ~One contact car under §irect.div control for
Phase I then pasaing to 2 HCR

(ii) Onc tentacle to 32 Gds Rde
One tr=ntacle to Div HQ

(b) 30 Corps will raintain a Fwd Gontrol Post in order to
monitor ‘all calls for sir sp so that should appoals
from ourselves or the Airberne Corps conflict or
endanger the vther, a veto 2an imnediately be imposed.

(e) Ground to Air Recosnition

Will te necessary Aduring this OPs During the rapid adv, .
cerise fluoresscnt pancls will be displayed wherever
available. Theiz use way be suspended at the discretion
of cords as auC when the taclical situntion demands it.

(1) Tetween H'idnus 15 mine and H hr yellow smoke will
be burned when ricndly aireralt are seen,  NOT more
than 50% of stocks held will be burned., The other
recognition aids will be used in accordance with
previous instrs. . 5

(ii) The very limited nir effort which the enemy may make
is likely tc¢ be directed agsinst the airborne force and
it is most improb.ble that our tps will be attacked
by enemy aireraft during the period 'of the drop.
Therefore, for the period H minue 1 hr to H plus 2
hrs, Sa fire will NOT repoat NOT be opened on any
‘alrcraf't whatsoever.,

(iii) Retalistory fire ogainst friendly aircraft who are
attacking ow: opy tps walli huve only ohe eft'ect = to
. esonfirm the pilot's belief that he is ati-acking
" “Geymans. _
8. Al

Separate orders will be isgued by CRA incl instrs for 100
ltl/f.ul
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AA Bde for their anti-river craft role at NIJMEGEN, TFwd tps will
give every assistance to enable this det to get into zction at the

earliest possible moment, beglnm.ng on D Day, and continuing unti})
further orders.

90 . Airfds

The airfds at EINDHOVEN 4210 and VOIKEL 5640 are urgendly -
required by RAF, Tps from whichever Bde reach these airfds figef
will pass a report on their condition with the highest pnow.ty.

Arrangements for taking over will then be made with all
speed.

10, RE

CE 30 Corps will control all bridging ops, sufficienf eqpt
being carried initially to provide crossing over the canals, up %0
and incl R MAAS, end ferries for the rivers WAAL and NEDER RIJN,

It is possible that DUKWs and DDs will also be employed
on these crossings should brs not be availables

11, Div Tasks
Gds Arind Div will carry out its task in two phases:=
PHASE I

(a) On the afternoon of D Day, Gds armd Div with 5 Gda
Armd Bde leading will capture VALKENSWAARD 4108.

(b) The adv will be preceded by full arty sp as coord
by CRA

(¢) As the adv outsteps the range of arty sp this will be
taken up by TYPHOONS on a pre-arranged plan, '

(d) Two bns 50 (N) Div will move forward behind leading tps,
astride the main axis, to proteot the flanks and -
subsequéntly take over VALKENSWAARD,

(e) Leading tps will pause on the bound 'JUDAS' until ordered
fwd by GOC to make contact with 101 US Airborne Div
in area EINDHOVEN.

(f) The Div may conc SOUTH of EINDHOVEN in areas of the
CL preparatory to further adv,

PHASE 1T

(a) T™e Div will continue the adv two up, as ordered by GOC,
at first 1t D + 1 and will go through to the final
objective,

(b) At GRAVE 6253, where the CLs converge, the bde which
reeches this pt first will continue the adv, while the
other bde will wait for the tail to clear.

(¢) If 32 Gds Bde should lead, it is probable that Div HQ
will pass through 5 Gds Arnd Bde and take sta between
the two bdes.

.a "/A.DL‘L
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12, __I‘_{eg‘aﬁa‘ary._ adm instrs will be issued separately.
INTERCOMN 5
13+ Location of HQs

Div HQ will be located in the area of the Factory 3695 before
the commencement of Phase I, thercafter will move by LEFT CL,

1h, LOs

(a) 2 HCR will provide LO with WT set to report to HQ
101 US Airhorne Div as soon as contact is made. -He
will remain until such time as relieved by IO from
HQ 30 Corps.

(b) 2 HCR will also provide LOs with 82 US Airborne Div
' and 1 Brit Airborne Div from the time contact is firast

gained until such time as the tail of the main body of
Gds Armd Div has passed through their area.

1.5. AG{
NOTE :Orders were alsc written on Recognition
. and Passwords between Adlrborne- Forces and
Ground Troops.
Time of siganture 235598 hrs

ifethod of despatdh SDR
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ANNEXURE 1 to

JPPENDIX 'L' to
PART II

GROUPING AND ORDER OF MARCH

1« (8) SP - JOES Br 359%
(b) Spead - Best possible
(c) Density - 60 vtm

(@) Halts - When considered essential by Bde Comd, who
will inform this HQ

(o) Lts - Full, at discretion of comds,

2, (2) Div will move on one CL as far as VALKENSWAARD 4108, subseguently
on two CLs until CRAVE 6213, when Div will again move on one
GL- !

(b) Ord.re of March and Grouping for RIGHT and IEPT CLs and Order
of March on one CL are att at Annexures 1A and 1B respectively.
Order of Harech on one CL is llable to alteration by GOC
should the op situation demand.

3 As the prelininery adv is dependent on ops to be carried out
by 5 Gds Armd Bde, it is impossible to give timings across SP. As a
result of this, and with the exception of 5 Gds irmd Bde, no ‘unit will
leave its praesent harbour area until ordered through this HQ.,  Each
unit will send an offr to the unit preceding it on the order of march
in order to

(a) Give warning of move of preceding serial (should thiz HQ
order Several units to follow each other), and

(b) Ensure that there is no blocking of rd to SP
This offr will have WT set,

b APM will arrange TCPs at X rds 3493, X rds 3595 and when the
op situation warrants, at X rds 415083,

5s _19%/73 A tk bty will be under comd 2 HOR and will be allotted
to the two sgqns of 2 HCR responsible for the protection of A Echs 5
Gds Armd Bde and 32 Gds Bde, and RASC vehs,




ANNEXURE 1A TO

- APPENDIX °‘L"
ORDER OF MARCH AND GROUPING - PART 11
IHPT CL -RIGHT CL
Unit - No of Vehs Fan/Unit No of Vehs
One sgn 2 ECR 40 One sqgn 2 HCR . 4O
5 Gds irmd Bde Gp, (less 1 Jrwd COLDM GDS) ING 32 Gds Bde Gp 340,
with under cozd. with vnder ccnd .
ST AT T % I 125 1 Arad COIDK GDS 127
—-153 Fd Regt, l)lu' one se¢c B4 Med Regt 130 .2 4@ Recco TG 127
Two btys 21 4 tk Pegt (one SP, 55 ¥d Degt, plvs onc sec 8. ied Regt 116
one tractor nx.am) 63 21 A4 tk Regt, (less 1u.o btys, oo SP
19 Lt Fd amb 40 . and one towed) 60
with in sp ' 128 Fd Aob 38
14 Fd Sqgn, incl br lorries 64
2 HCR, (less four sgns) 40 with in n_sp
JDJ.V HQ, (4 Ech, to incl 8 Civil Affairs vehs) 158 015 Fu Sqn, (incl 14 br lorries) Gl
20
—~8L lfed Regt, (less two secs) 170
94 Lii Regt, (less dets) 4LO
Recce Party 100 A4 Bde
Elenents 100 A4 Bde 3
148 Pd Pk Sqn 5
11 Fd Coy, (incl 72 br lorr:n.os) 113
AOP (Portee) 16
4 One sgn 2 HCR with, under comd for mov and protection,
4 Echs 5 Gés 4Arnd Bde, 32 Gds Bde, 2 HCR and RA 282
4 One sqn 2 HCE with, under cond for mov and protection,
RASC vohs 440

$ One Bty 73 4 tk Regt will be sub-allotted to theso

sgns by CRA and will came under cond.

-16_
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' ANNEXURE 1B to

e

DART I1
ORDER OF iiiRCH ON ONE CL
Sor Fan/Unit No of Time REMARKS
No Vehs Past
Point
(inol
50%
largin)
1 5 Gds arnd Bdc' completo 888 120
2 One sqn 2 HCR 40 6 Under comd 5
Bde for mov
3 2 HOR, (less four sgns) 40 6
L Div HQ 158 20 Incl 8 °A vehs
5 aP 20 L
6 8L lied Regt, (luss two secs) 170 22
7 94 Lii Regt, (less dets) 40 7
8 Recce Party 100 i Bde
9  One Sqn 2 ICR 40 7
10 32 Gds Bdo Gp complete 876 125
w5 Elements, 100 .4 Bdo 81 10
12 148 Fd Pk Sqn 50 7
13 11 Fd Coy 113 14 Incl 73 bridg-
ing vchs
14  Adr 0P (Porteo) 16 3
) One sqh 2 HCR with, undor cand for
rove and protcotion
A BEchs 5 Gds .rad Lde, 32
. Gds'Bdo, 2 lICR =2nd RA 282 36
16 One sgn 2 HCR with, under cond for
ylove and protection
RASC vohs 140 55



= 992

SR g APPENDIX 'M'
16 September 1944 to PART II
MAIN EXTRACTS

50 _(NORTHUMBERLAND) DIVISION OPERATION INSTRUCTION NO 36

OFERATION "GARDEN"

INFORMATION
XYX¥XXXXXXXXXXXXX
- INTENTION
9 50 (N) Division will :=

(a) Send detachment to secure & crossing over R ILJSSEL at
DOESBURG E 9081,

(b) Advance and secure high ground to the NORTH of ARNHEM
keeping contact with the Northern troops of 1 British
Airborne Division.

(e) Be available as Corps reserve.

METHOD

10. Grouping

(a) 50 (N) Division will be grouped for the advance in
accordance with Appondix 'D'  (Not included).

(b) Grouping will commence as soon as péssible and will be
completed by 1800 hrs 18 September as far as the tactical
situation permits.

11. Ordor of March

The anticipated order of march within the Division and the
probable datc of movement is as followis:-

61 Reacc Rogiment

Bridgchouad Detachment

69 Brigade Group

Main Divisional Group

151 Brigade Group

Rear Divisional Group

231 Brigade Group

50 (N) Divisional Administrative Group

Doouoouboug
+ + 4+ + + + + +
FUiliHH O N

12, Movement

(a) Tho Division will move on tho Corps Main Axis by groups.
Details will be issued later.

(b) Scrial Numbers are allotted as shevm in Appendix 'D'.
(Not includod). They have been allotted to all groups,
and to units, the movement priority of which it is con-
sidorcd it may be neocessary to change from one group to
anothoer, Group Serial Numbeors will be whitowashed on
the windscreen aznd tailboard of as many vehicles as

+ss/possible.
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(e)

()

(o)

13. Task

- 100 -

! E:_as.:;'.'-i.‘ole. Leading and rear vchicles must be marked with

Group Serial Numbers., Scrial Numbers allotted to units
wiithin groups will NOT be marked on vehicles unless tho unit
is ordered to move separately from its group.

Ratc of movement dopends on tactical situation but it is
hopcd to be at approximately 35 vtm and 10 mih.

Night moveucnt. There will be NO movement on the main axis
during the hours of darkness, cxcept:- = i

(i) Wherc it is a tactical nocessity.

(ii) Vhen a Group Cormander is satisfied that his group can ---

complete its move, without.disrupting traffic arrange-
ments, within two hours of laost light.

Leagucring,  Groups lcaguering for tho night will probably
have to do so on tho main road owing to the nature of the
ground, though it oy bc possible for them to pull off into
adjacent Iields., - 1f units leave the road to lecaguer they
will leave a ropresentative on the road to indicate the
point where the tail of the colwmn was whon it started to
leave the road. Following serials will NOT pass this point
cxcept under provision of ?d) above,

In any casc it is essential that all serials start to move
again punctually at 0600 hours., If this is NOT done the
order of march will be disarranged and chaos is likely to .
onsuo,

Lightss NO lights will bo permitted and no opén fires will
beo 1it by night.

Rearvard traffic. No rearmrard traffic other than tho
barcst winirmm for command and local maintenance will be
peridtted on the nain axis,

March Discipline. The success of the opuration will depend
upon the speed of the advance, strict march discipline and
adhorcence to riovenent orders. The contents of 50 (N)
Division Standing Oporation Instruction No. 4 will again be
irpressed on all ranks,

of Bridecncad Detachnent,

Tac Bridgehead Detachuent, as constituted in Jppendix 'D*

(not attached), wall, on arrival at ARNHEM, proceed immediatoly and

take over

1k, RE

the bridgchead at DOESBURG from troops of 43 Division,

RE 50 (N) Division may be called upon to carry out tasks

undor dircction of CE 30 Corps. . J'ield Coupanies arc therefore grouped
under brigades for rovenent only and reimain under the coumand of the

CRE,

ADMINISTRATION

15. ®#aintonance

On arrival in the ARNHEZR arca, 50 (N) Division and troops

undor corsaand will bc based on 162 FilC, which is opening D plus 3.
Location and timos for drawing will be notified to all concerned

latorx,

aw |/16. Su‘ppliﬂs and POL
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16, Supplies and POL

A1l units will carry four days rations, and full tanks plus
200 miles resorve POL in unit transport,

17. Ammnition

Full first line of all natures vill be carricd less those
natures dotailed by formation corvianders.

18, Replenishment

(a) As there will be no backward iloveient in the initial stages
of the operation, units will eat down supplics and POL .
carricd in unit tramsport until the divisional supply, potrol
and araunition point is c¢stablishod,

(b) CRASC will attoch to the bridgehegd detachuent sccond lino
transport carrying 50 miles POL, ono load of :iixed ammunition,
and 180 rpg 25 pounder arymnition, .n officcr representa-
tive will roport to HQ 69 Brigade for voveicent ordors 0900
hours 18 Septerber, In addition, two lcads POL and one of
arvunition will bc attached to 61 Rocce Rogiment.  Transport
will report, loaded, to 1§ 61 Rocece Regiment 1200 hours 18
Septenber,

(¢) Units will icke their first replenishment frown the vehicles
attached as in paragraph 18 (b) abovae, so that the transport
will be irmwediately available to return, when ordered, on
reaching the destination,

19 L] mvs »

TCVs will report to brigades undor arrangeicents CRASC by 1200
hours 18 Scptember, as under:- :

One platoon 20 Company RiSC to 69 Brigado
One platoon 90 Company RASC to 69 Brigade
Two platoons 90 Coupany RASC to 151 Brigado
Two platoons 20 Coupany RASC to 231 Brigade.

20. Medioal
(a) Field .mbulnnces will move under comaand brigades as under:=

186 Ficld .suwibulance under coruwiand 69 Lrigado.
149 Field .uibulance under comand 151 Brigade.
200 Fiold .aibulance under eormand 231 Brigade.

(b) 'B' Platoon 111 uiAC, will nove under corrand 48 FDS at the
roar of the Divisional aduinistrative Group.

(e) 411 casunltios will be carricd forward by Fiold iribulances
end 48 ¥DS and ovacuated to the CCS on arrival. Field
ambulances will be prupared to evacuate casualtics from
airborne units on routo. :

(d) PField .uibulancos 2nd 48 FDS will each detnil 2 scction CCP
for attichiont, under arrange onts .DS, one ai cach of tho

- following TCPs :-
Crossing ESCAUT Canal 3695
EINDHOVEN 1218
VEGIEL LB37
GRAVE 6253

«ss/Theso sections
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Theso scctions will boc propared to hold casualtios and sick
for a pericd of up to 3 days.

(e) 3 CCS will be established JARVHEN 7577.
10 CCS will be established NIJMEGEN 7162,

(£) Ono section of 163 Ficld imbulanco is ostablishing a staging
- post at ST OEDENRODE 4332,

(g) 4 COS will bo esteblished at BOURG LEOPOLD as a staging post.
21, ORD
A dotachment of 50 (N) Division Ord Pd Pk will travel with
Rear HQ 50 (N) Division and will be located in the arca of Reor
Division., All indents on tho Ord Fd Pk will be put through this

detachnont.

22. REME

(a) Rocovery sections fron brigade workshops will romain undor
" command .rospectivo brigades.

(b) Vchicles which break dowvm will, if possible, bo towed forward
to final destination, Should this not be possiblc, the
vohiclos will be pulled off the road and the location
reported to CREME at Rear 50 (N) Division.

(c¢) 69 Brigade Workshops only will sove forward with tho
division, 411 units will be notifiod of its loeation
when established at the final destination.

23, Civil .iffairs

The threc Corps Detachuicnts are noving under comrmand Guards
sriourcd Division and will be established as under -

222 Ci Dotachrient - APEIDOORN 2 70

213 Ci Detachirent - ARNHEM = 77
214 C.i Detachinont - NITVMEGEN B 76

(a) PW takon whilst on the wnrch will be handed ovor to the
nearest TCP.

(b) Tho Qivisional PV coge will bo established at the Supply
Point on arrival final dustination,

ANTERCOLIMUNICATION

25. Place Code Nanes

(a) attached at Appendix 'C' (not included) is a list of placeo
codo naixes for usc in operation 'G.LRDEN', Those place
codo narios cone into force 12004 hours D Day at which tino
all previous place code nwica arc cancelleds

ess/(b) 4 supplomentary
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(b) 4 supplcmentary list of place code names will be issued for
distribution NOT bolow Brigade 1HQ, to bo taken into ust if
tho list at .ppendix 'C' becomnes coipramised. This
supplacntary list vall be taken into use and the preseént
list canceclled on receipt of code word 'BRAKESFEARE sesseses

a hours,'
ACKNOWLEDGE
(Sel) X X EXT XXX
Lieut-Colonel,
Time of signature 2305 hrs General Staff,

Method of issuo ~- Normal. 50 (Northuribrian) Division
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DIX 'N' to
PART II

Appendix 'B!' to 30 Corps
Operation Instruction No. ]
2h of 15 Sep k.

NATY IXTRACTS

1 _ATRBOLNT CORFS OPERAPION ORDFR FOR OPERATION 'MARKET'

1e British Airborae Currs s under cormand Second British
Armys It is ccmmanded Uy ! ieut=Gieneral I, A,M., BROWNING. It
consists of 1 British Airborne Divieion and 82 US Adrborne Division.

28 ., - 101 US Adirberno Divisicn is being dropped under arrange-
‘ments British Airborne Corps, but on landing comes under command 30
British Corps,:

3 Missions assigned to the Airborne Divisicns are in general
terms as follows: - : '

(a) 1 British iirdorne Division
to land and capture thz bridges over NEDER RIJN at .
ARNHEM with su.7Ticient bridgeheads to faoilitate the
passage of' 30 Corps.

(v) 82 US airboine Division

To seizec and hold the cridges over R MiaS at GRAVE and
over R WALL at NIJMIGEN s0 as to facilitate the passage
of 30 Corpss The capturc end retention of the high
ground between NIJMEGEN and GROESBEEX 7554 is considered
imperative for the accomplishment of this task.

(e) 101 US Airborne Division -

to seize canal and stream crossings in area EINDHOVEN, Z(N,
and VEGHEL in order to facilltate the advance of 30 Corps
to R MAALS.

be A heavy air support effort is being carried out by 8
United States Lmmy Air Force in support of this operation directed
chiefly against FLAK in DZ areas,

5e Details oi' plan and commnsition of 1 British Airborne
Division are as follows:-

(a) Commander ' - XX

(¥) Ordor of Bettle - { Parachute Brigade

4 Parachute Brigade
1 Air Landing Brigade
1 Fzlish Parachute Brigede

(e¢) Dzs, Lzs and obj}cotives of Brigsdes are as shown at Appendix
'B' to Part L.

6. Details of plan and com.)sition of 82 US Airborne
Division are as u'ol’ows: -
(a) Commander - A A

esoa/(B) Order of Battle
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; .
(b) Order of Battlec - p 504 Parachute Infantry Regt
M 505 Parachute Infantry Regt
508 Parachute Infantry Regt

352 Glider Infantry Regt

(e) IZs, LZs and objectives of Rogmcntal Combat Teams are
as shown at Appendix 'B' to Part I.

7e Details of »nlan and CO.-upO..:J.‘Llon of 101 US Lirborne Division
are as follows:=

(a) Commander - XXX . L

‘(b) Urder of Battle - HQ 101 US aiirborne Division
; 501 Parachute Infantry Regt

502 Parachute Infantry Regt

506 Parachutc Infantry Regt

(e) IDzs, LZs, and objectives of Regimental Combet Teams are as
shown at Appendix 'B! to Part Ie

8. HQ British siirborne Corps lands with Lirst Glider:\lift in
area 02 US airborne Divdision and will be established initially in area
7454 It will move later to area EiST of iiadS/Winl br:t.dge:‘ on main
axis GRAVE - NIJMBEGEN,

9« Recognition and Passwords.

; XXXXX XXXXX.KXXXXXXXXKX

106 Tj—rm&:iﬁ.'
(2) H hour is thc time at which the first parachutists (less

Pothfinders) are dropped. This will probably be 171300i
hours.

(b) This tiuing is subjeot to confirmation.  Postponcments

would ‘each bt for o period of cxnct 24 hours or multiple thereof.

(¢) Aipproximate tbrﬁngs for dropping in each Diyisional arca
will be as follows =

H minus 30 minutes , - ‘Pathfinders
H to H plus 1% hours = Firat lift (parechutists)
Later D Day = Pirst Glider 1lift .

There will be no drop during the night O/D plus 1,

The next 1ift will be carly on D plus 1 and will include

both gliders and parachutists and also possibly supply dropping.
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appendix 'V'
to Part II
Corrected! )
23 Sep ik
30 CURES UFERATION INSTRUGTION NO. 25
(To be read ih conjunction ‘with 30 Corps Operatisn
* Instructisn No. 24)
INFURMATION
Qwn Troog _
1a 8 and 12 Corps are c..ntmuzng_, with present tasks.

2+ British airborne Corps

British Airborne Corps with under cond R. Netherlands
Bde, SRY Gp less one sqn, 52 Recce Gp, (wef 0900 hrs 24 Sep),
is 1= .
(a) Continuing to h')ld presont posns w:Lth 1 Br Airborne
Div, 82 and 101 US Airborne Divs and R Notherlands Dde.

(b) Relieving 69 L.de Gp by 1400 hrs 24 Sep of responsibility
for close protection NIJMEGEN Dbrs and also taking over
-Eazponsibili-ty for brheal fron PURT 7264 - GRUUT WIEL

965.

(e) Assuming responsibility for protection Tanding ground -
sites in area WEST of Guw.VE.

(d) Assuning responsibility for the following recce tasks :-
(i) WEST flank from excl R wiul as. for SOUTH as

Conal VEGHEL - &YHERTOGENROSCH, (HOR ray also
be op in th:L.s area while 32 Gds Dde ia SUUTH

of GRLVE).
(11) EiST flank from R Wil buUTH tc 4O N’-rthinb

* Grid.
INTENTION
e 30 Corps, in conjunctisn with British iirborne Corps,
will c=o ntinue with op "GAKDIN,"
AETHUD
L Tesks 43 Div

43 Div will :=-

(a) Sccure the RIGHT flank of 30 Corps from incl
ELST, (after capturc), to incl SUUTH bank
NEDER RIJN ..1; the pt whero brhead is being est.

(b) Ensure that w»lish tps n'w in area SUUTH of
RIJN pass over t0 join 1 Or Airborne

Div during nijht 23/24 Sep.

(o) Pass two coys over NEDiR RIJN night 23/24 Sep
to link up With EST flank of 1 Or adirborne Div,

sseaa (d) When
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{(q) When 129 Bde is relsased from present
<. - task by action of Gds Armd Div, (see para
_5(a) below), bLe prepared to pass this Bde
over NEDER RIJN with the sbject of
widening brhead.

(e) Carry out reconnaissance WEST between WAAL and
'WEDER RIJN as fa.r' as b0 Ea.stin[, Grid..

S Tasks Gds J:I‘]".ﬂ Dlv R St S Ll Vg

69 Inf Bde Gp cwxe.;; under cond Gds Armd Div at 1400.
nrs 24 Sep, (after rclicef from present tasks by 82 US Div).

Gds Amd Div will :=
(a) Protect the RIGHT flank of 30 Corps

frod incl BEOEL 7367, (which will be
captured), to excl ELST.

(b) Clear and keep clear the main rd NIJMEGEN - aoh=lifsl. !

- ELST.
(¢) Retain one amd reg t up in res NURTH of R WAaL.

(d) Continue to op with present force in aroa
' excl VEGHEL to excl GR.VE to secure 30 Corps I of C,

6o Tasks 69 Inf Dde Gp
- 69 Bde Gp will :=

(a) Continuc with present rccce task WEST
' between MinS and Wasl until 1200 hes
2L Seps

(b) Continuc wlth renaining present tasks
until relieved by 82 US Div 1400 hrs
2L Seps

A

(¢) GCome undor cod Gds Arnd Div at 1400 hrs 2 Sep.

7 HCKNOVLEDGE
(simed) XXX X XXXXXXXX
Bripgadier,
General Staff.
JETHUD UF ISSUE -~ ¥y LO and SDR

THiE UF SICNATURE 2015 A
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Appendix '®'
to Part II

239/G

25 Sep bk

30 CURYS OFERATIUN INSTRUCTIUN No, 26

INFURMATION

Jﬁ. (a)

(b)

(e)

2

1 airborne Div brhead over NEDER RIJN is no longor
tenable owing to casualtics and shortage of sups,
Necessary rfts and sups can only be provided on a
limited scale by ni, ht with assault boats, etc,
cach effort will anmount to & wajor op since the
encmy doiainate the narrow cerossing place fraa

the high ground Ni and Ni/.

The area in which 1 airborne Div have their present
brhead is NOT suituable fir developrent as a Corps
brhead cwing to difficulties of exzpansion and the
inpossibility of building and nedntaining a br in
this aren.

It has thoreforé bLoon decided to evacuate 1 Airborne
Div froa the brhead night 25/26 Scpe

British Lirborne Corps are at present responsidble

for the close def of NIJMBEGEN brhcad, for ops between Widil
ond MAAS and for close L:a1c-o1:ta¢::1'..lrm of GRVE brhead.

e

8 Corps are directed on CUYT 7149, 32 Corps are

directed on SCHIJNDEL 4138,

INTENTIUN

30 Corps will arrange evacuation of 1 Lirborne Div

Ly
night 25/26 Sep and w.ill continue present ops.

METHOD
Se

1=
*

e
L ]

la
-

Ops will“Bé carried out in three phases -
mvacuation and reception of 1 airborne Div,
Temporary re-adjustizent,

Preparation for future ops.

e A A

sssnss ./L‘Vn.cua.tion
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EVACUATION AND RECEPTION OF 1 ATRGURNE DIV

6 (a) 43 Div will carry out the evacuatisn of 1 Airborne
.. Div incl deception plan z2nd backward 1lift of personnel
to the SOUTH bank of NIJMEGEN rd br,

(b) 4ll elements 43 Div on NORTH bank of NEDER RIJN will
alspo be withdrawn and rejoin the main body of the div,

(e) CCRA will co-ord fire plan to cover withdrawal;
for this purpose all 25 pr arm less 50 rpg may be
used, :

(d) All dets of Poles NURTH of NIJMEGEN will be withdrawn
under orders 43 Dive 43 Div will arrange with 1
Alrborne Corps diréect into what area Poles should be
concentrated,

Te D4 & QMG 30 Corps, in conjunction with Br Airborne
Corps, will arrange reception 1 Airborne Div in NIJMEGEN areas

TEMFURARY RE-ADJUSTMENT

(5 Tasks Gds Axmd Div

(a) Proceed with capture of BRMEL.

(b) Continue to hold securc EAST flank of 30 Corps
from R WAAL to excl ELST,

(c) Continue to operate with 32 Gds Bde SOUTH of
GRAVE to keep the Corps axis clear. This will
incl positioning one regt gp in area 5851.

(a) Continue with present recce tasks SE, SUUTH and
SW of GRAVE, SUUTH of R IAAS,

NOTE :~ This task is being taken over by British
Asdirborne Corps at a time to be notified
later,
e Tasks 43 Div
(a) Proceed with capture of ELST.

(b) Hold secure the EAST flank of the Corps from
incl ELST to incl SUUTH bank NEDER RIJN.

(e¢) Protect the WEST flank of 30 Corps between
R Wiilo and NEDER RIJN reconnoitering as far
WEST as 50 Easting Grid.

(d) Hold one Bde Gp, (incl one anad regt),
centrally placed in res,

essoses/REPARATION
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PREPARATION FOR PUTURE OPFRATIONS

10, Gds Armd Div will continue to op in NE diraection with 2 view
to pushing the cnemy out of range of NIJMEGEN br and with a view to
further ops NE of NIJ}EGEN,

1 18 i will zed with recce and planning for a
possible river crossing op between RENKUM 6276 and WAGENINGEN 5776.

12. Bdy between Gds Armd Div and 43 Div,

Incl Gds Armd Div LENT 7164 - REEK 6968 excl Gds irmd Div
ELST 7071 - ELDEN 7375,

135 ACKNOWLEDGE

(Signed) X X X X Z X X

METHOD OF ISSUE BY 1O Brigadier,
General S5tnff,
TIME OF SIGNATURE 1545, '
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APPENDIX 'Q!
to PART 11

EXECUTION 30 CORPS SIGNAL PLAN

BEFORE DROPPING OF ATRBORNE CORPS

1% The two links to Airbornc Corps in UK, (49 and A11), were
established satisfactorily by afternoon September 14 and worked throughout
24 hours,

AFTER DROPPING AIRBORNE TROOPS AND BEFORE THE
MOVE OF MAIN HO 30 CORPS

2, No contact was made with 101 US Airborne Division until 0830
hours 18 Septembor, Contact for a short time was made with Airborne
Corps evening 17 Septomber, but this was not satisfactory until about
0830 hours 18 September, One HP set was taken off A11 to work on

C8. False contact was made with the Phantom detachment with 101 US
Airborne Division at 1800 hours 17 September, Three cipher messages
were roceived in the Corps Signal Office from that link, They
looked like book cipher but did not work out and were initially assumed
to be corrupt, It was then discovered that they were Phantom messages
and the true idontity of the outstation was confirmed, The Phantom
dctachment with 101 US Airborne Division had been allotted the same link
sign as 101 US Airborne Division or C5 and Corps Ciphers held no details
of Phantom ciphers, On 18 September, lain Second Ariy could not work
at any time to Airborne Corps on C8. 30 Corps was given priority

on that net as it wns not possible to take over control because of the
confusion of code signs that would have been caused at Airborne Corps,.
Conversely, there wore periods by day when 30 Corps could not work
Airborne Corps on C5 and Main Second Army could, Particular attention
was necessary to ensure the most expeditious routing of traffic

which could always be cleared if nccessary through Rear Airborne Corps in
UK.

The US detachment sent to work on Ci4 had no contact. A HP set
was put on to this link with no results,

30 CORPS ON THE MOVE

3 The link to Airborne Corps in UK was maintained throughout

the move, As far ns EINDHOVEN, the move was by night and rod aerials
only could be uscd, Contact was lost with 101 US Airborne Division

and 1 Airborne Division by midnight and traffic was routed via Rear
Airborne Corps in UK or Main Apmy., Until Main HQ Corps was NORTH of
EINDHOVEN there was no contact on Cll. Early on 19 September perfect
contact was made with 82 US Airborne Division, On the move, cipher
traffic reached 10,000 groups over a pcriod of 24 hours, That was made
possible by the addition of the extra 3-ton cipher office at Corps HQ.
As soon as Main HQ) 30 Corps was established in MAIDEN, line was laid to
Adrborne Corps and 82 US Airborne Division.

ARTILLERY

L With 101 and 82 US Airborne Divisions artillery communications
werce generally satisfactory. No contact vas made with RA representative
1 Airborne Division under the arrangements made, On 21 September, a

set from 1 Airborne Division came up on 64 Medium Regiment Command net,
This was authenticatcd and a s¢t put on the same not at Hain HQ 30 Corps,
64 Medium Regiment was at the time firing in support of 1 Airborne Division

.r./and it



Rob
Highlight


~ 112 -

and it was not advisable to attemnt to change frequency to produce a
one-to~one link CCRA 30 Corps - CRA 1 Adrbornme Division.  Communications
with RA 1 Airborne Division werc through 64 Medium Regiment Command

net until the relief of 1 Airborne Division on night 25/26 Scptember,

CONTACT DETACHMENTS

5 The SCR. 300 se¢ts werc the most satisfactory.. - When' 1

DORSETS were given the task of crosaing the NECDER RIJN and patrolling
for some distance to the NORTH, there was no British Army pack set
available which would gunrantce communications through thick country

to a distance of thiee or four miles for patrcls which had to cross

a river and travel as light as possible, Five 5Ck, 300 were loaned
from 82 US Airborne Division and produced perfect communications for the
ta-Sko ; ;




PART ITT
SECTION 11
IIMPORTANT LESSONS
GENERAL :
e In attompting to summnrize the main-lussons of this

operation, it is nppropriatec to realise that a decp thrust of some i
60 miles was made inte country occupied and held by a stubbern encmy, |
that five major water crotslnns were successfully negotiated in the |
face of strong opposition, and that the'plen as originally conceived
was 90% successful,

WEATHER
2. » The weather will always be an over-riding factor both in
planning and in executing =n operation of this nature, During thi

particular operation, the weather had 2 Jdefinite effect on the course
of operations, nnd there is ovory renson to suppose that the operntion
would have been 100% successful, =s distinet from only 90%, if the
following conditions had beecn fulxxllcd t-

(a) If the weather hnd permitted the 1 Polish Parachute Brigade
to be nceurntely dropped on D 4+ 2, and 352 Glider dcyiwunt
on D + 2, as planned, and thcroby enabled the 1 Airborne
Division to obtnin its quick ard vital build-up,

(b) If the weather had permittcd the normal scale of air support
available,

(¢) If the woather had permitted the ‘nir zupply as planncd,

3 Refercnce to the attached Appendix 'R', which shows the
forecast and nctual wenther conditions, indicates the effect the weather
had on this opcration. In sumary, the weather did not permit
thosc essential rcquiremonts shown above, and ‘therefore the 1 Airborne
Division portion of the operation did not achicve 11 success as
originrally planncd, This statement in no way detracts from 1
Alrborne Division's magnificent fight in the ARNHEM arcn, as without
this action, the fellowing ramifications would have been felt by the
remainder of the US forces undertaking the operation, Had 1
Airborne Division not clung on to its bridgchead in the ARNHEM arca
the enomy might woll have concentrated superior foreces against us in
the NIJMEGEN bridgehead, ond impeded our reorganisation within that
bridgehend during the period whon a2ir support and air supply were

mde impossible by the weather,

From the above it follows that under Northern European
climatic conditions at this time of the: year, »n airborne plan which
rclics upon linking up airborne forces dropped on D Day and dropping
additional forces =t D +1 is risky, since the weather may frustrate
the plan,

PLANNING

b The plamning 6f the operation was nchieved by the visits of =
(2) The Commandors of the iirborne Formntions
(b) A number of stuff officers fuon ‘irborne Corps and Div HQ

(c) Reprssentatives of Troop Corrying Conmand,

3 .es/In addition
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In addition, an LO from Airborne Corps HO was attached to
HQ Second Army. . ;

5. It is considered thdt it would hayve been a great advantage to
have had a planning and advisory staff from Allied Airborne Army at
Army HQ. The functions of this staff would be to become fully

acquainted with :~

(a) The groind Army Plan for the ground fofces
(b) The grownd Apmy Plan for the Airborne Forecs after. landing

(¢) The Airberne Army Plan for the initial dropping and
subsequert build-yp of the Airborne Forces,

(d) The Transsort Command's Plan for the initisl fly-in and
re-supply, and

(e) To advise *he ground forcc comnander on 'Cll aspects of
sub-paragraphs (c) and (&) above,

To do this, it is essential for this staff to have excellent
communications with 30 Airborne iArmy and the rear echelon of the senior
formation carrying out the operation, This staff should be large
enough to provide representatives on the Continent and in the UNITED
KINGDOM Both during tic planning and after the operation has takon
place, until the build-up by air has finished,

Provided sufficicnt staff is available, it is considered that
the attachmont of ceriain officers of Airborne Formations to Army and
other headquarters prior to the operstion would be of value, so that
staff's can get to know each other prior $o and not during an operation,
when events are moving very quickly,

This is particularly desirsble when applied to officers who
are handling close =ir support and intelligence.

6. In planning tae operation, the build=up of the enemy's AA
must be taken into cuhsideration because a rapid concentration can
vitally affect the air supply and reinforcement of the Force, At
the same time, the possibility of orovid:l.ng counteor flak artillery
fire should be considered,

7o An operation of this nature may force us to make deep narrow,
penetrations, which demand the eclimination of 2ll vehicles which are
NOT cssential, A& point to beer in mind when planning, therefore, is
to investigate the possibility of using special hdaptations of "assault"
or "light scales" of transport, which may\ sase the traffic problem,

8. In considering the artillery plan, long range artillery and HAA
artillery must be moved well forvvmrd in the ground Army columns to be in
a position to provide ultiate swport for the Airborne Forces and their
landing strips at the first possiblie opportunity,

USE OF ATRBORNE TROOES .
9 There is one outstanding strateficel lesson, Airborne troops
nust be used in mass, and the rate at vhich they are built wp must Be
extremely rapid, From thé woment trat airborne troops land, they

are faced with two conflicting tasks -

(a) The accorplishing of the mission assigned to them - a task
which becomes prozressively more difficult as the enemy
recovers from his initial swoprise, and,

‘ ‘ . ..(b)/The
L
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(b) The continual protection of the landing zones, without
~ which operational and administrative build-up collapses,

The simultaneous execution of these two tasks demands
dispersion, which can only be compensated for by concentrating the
full effort of large airborne forees upon 2 small number of tasks,
Dispersion of airborne troops is just as unsound as is the dispersion
of cffort of normal zround forces, y

10, The Dropping Zone¢ of the 1 Airbornec Division was too far
fron their objective, i.c., eight milcs from ARNHEM ; this was because

the terrain and flok made it impdssible to land the Division
closzs to ARNHEM, JInformation bofore the oporation was also to
the effceet that landings SOUTH of the River NEDER RIJN were also
impossible owing to the terrain, In view of this, it was decided to
drop and land the Division on the NORTH bank of the River NEDER RIJN,
The net result of these factors was that the leading troops of 1
Adrborne Division did not zrrive in ARNHEM for four hours, by which
time thke enomy defence scheme had been put into effect,

PR—

11 The policy of landing airborne troops to secure vital points
along the axis of advance of the ground troops was a grcat success.

The strengthoning of these garrisons with Avmy Troops was sound,

Their tasks should include wide patrolling and the maintenance of a hard
hitsing reserve to deal with any enemy throeat before it reaches the

L o C axis,

oy . Immedintoly the main forces of the lcading corps have

sssed through the corridor, consistont with circumstances existing at
the time, it is desirable that the responsibility for the protection of
<he L of C should pass to & deparate commander and none of the leading
sroops should be required to turn-about, In the particuldr
¢ircumstances under review, the course of diverting ground troops back
<o deal with cnemy activity against the Corps L of C was inevitable,

In addition, the existing routes were fully cormitted with the follow=
ap fighting troops and supporting arms ; thus it would not have been
possible to pass additional troops up the axis for the protection of the
L of C,

COMMUNICATIONS

13, (2) The operation proved that ecxcellent communications must be
vrovided between the various headquarters a considerable
<ime before the operation is plammed to take place, so
<hat postponements or last-minutc changes of plan csn be
cuickly communicated, and information betueen .the ataffo
vorking within the theatre and iirborne Base quickly bassed,

(b) ‘It was difficult to £ind out what units had landed and what
<he build=-up and re-supply intontions were from day to day,
Tho planning of this was done at Airborne Base and the scele
of commumications provided did not permit of the information
teing passed in time to Second Army, This made it immpossible
t0 pauge at Army-Headquarters the fighting capacity from day
to day of the \Airborne Formations being employeds In future,
it is conzidercd that messages from Airborne Bese regarding
build-mp should be repeated direct to Army, to save the necessity
for retransmission from Airbornc Basc. Cipher delays could
be reduccd by pre-arranced codes for passing information
indicating troops and weapons landed,

«..(c)/on the
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(c¢) On the Corps level during the planning stage, the greatest
carg was taken to arrange a sound system of comuumications
betwecn elements of 30 Corps and Airborne Corps, but it is clear
from results that ftarther training and improved wireless seots
are essential in order that communications between airborne troops
and ground trocps following them up become more efficient,
Comraunications with 1 Lirborne Division were alrost non=- °
existent, as were communications between 1 Airborne Division
and 1 Parachute Bricade, £

(d4) Air support commmnications must be provided by exvert air
support tentacles and parties, and British tentacles must be
suitable for carrying by glider, In this case, US air
support parties were formed at'the last moment, but the Air
Corps operators had not reached a reasonable stendord of |
wireless operating,

A modified Porward Control Post (FCP). should also be provided
at Lirborne Force H) in the field in order %o provide

VHF Communication tc reconmaissance and support aircraft as
well as communlcation on the normal ASSU network,

(e) Fool-proof communications must be arranged between the

Airborne Forces and the main body of the Army, Without

- thesc commmications adequate artillery support cannot be
provided, Liaison Officers with wircless sets, preferably
erystal controlled, should be attached from the Airborne
Forces tc the artillery scheduled to support thom, Liaison
Officers must be sufficiontly sonior %o act as representative
of the CRA Airborne Division if necessary.

et

EFFECTING THE BREAX=-OUT

14, Yhen ground troops are co-operating ih such an operation as
"MARKET GARDEN", the first essential is to make surc of the "break-out,"
In this operation, meticulous care was taken to produce o really
powerful support plan including artillery and air forces, ' In the
circumstances, the enemy was in considerably greater strength than

had been anticipated ; but for the weight of this support and for the
magnificent fighting qualitics of the breaking-out troops, the junction
with the Airborne troops might well have been delayed for a number

of days,

ORGANISATION ..IRBORNE CORPS

415, The orgnnisation of Airborne Corps HQ is NOT entirely
satisfactory. The problem is now undor study,

AIR SUFPPORT

16, The close air shpport given to the Airborne Formations by

83 Grouwp RAF was seriously curtailed by the fact that 83 Group was not
allowed to operate during the various flying-in operations, Owing

to the fact that these took place, for obvious reasons, during the
periods of good weather and such periods as havo already been noted were
very limited, this meant that on cortain days Airborne Fermations,

and in particular 1 Airbornme Division, received practically no close
support at all,

. It is considered that some alternative system should be devided
whereby ground forces should not be deprived of air support at vital
periods, .

s+ /CONPLICT
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CONFLICT EBETWEEN AIR SUPPORT AND ATR SUFPLY ATRFIELDS

17. A conflict of interest was experienced between the provision
of forward airfieclds for air supply and the requirements for fighter
and fighter bomber formations of the RAF Group supporiing the Army,

48 olways, in this type of operation, there will be 2 number of ruling
factors ; the main ones are :=-

(2) Availability of airficlds and uuztablllty of country for
quick construction.

(b) Amount of support that Pighter or fighter bombors can give
from operational airfields already in use,
: < 3T
(¢) Priorities as betwoen Fighter Borber Suppert and emergoncy
maintenance reguircments,

There may bo areas where fighter and supply strips can be made
in sufficient numbers to sccomodnte both fighter and transport aircraft.

Nevertheless, regardless of how far the above factors will be
rolevant, normally the conflict of intercsts referred to above will
usually roqulrc that priority be given to the RAF Grouwp supporting the
Army,

Where it is essontial to fly-in vital maintenance requirements,
it is considered that the landing of supplies by vulnerable aircraft
in forward areas should not be forbidden solely because casualties are
expected ; in fact, the scale of planc casualties should be balanced
against the 'value of #he supplics imported.

ADMINISTRATIVE LESSONS

GENERAL

18, Before atterpting to draw any conclusions from the administrativo
aspects of the operation, it is necessary to examine the administrative
situation which was existirg in Second Army nt that time, Second Army

had just concluded an advance of some L00 miles. The army was still
being maintained from the RMA at BAYEUX, supplemented from DIEPFPE, and

the available road transport was much over-strained, The French and
Belgian railways werc in course of being put into operation, and their
copacity was limited by the existence of rail breaks which had to be
covered by road transport, and the d@ifficultics inherent in operating a
liberated railway,

Having regard to the administrative background outlined
above, the achiovement of 30 Corps in maintaining their formations in
the face of extreme Aifficulty is worthy of note, and points to the
fact that with an oxperienced 'Q' staff nt Formation Headquarters
concerned, it is poas1b1c to accept administrative risks which otherw1se
might be disastroun.

R ]
PLANNING ASPECTS ' ~
19 " When an operation involving the maintenance of airborne

formations, together with thosc of zround formations, is being planned,
the following factors should receive considerntion :=

(2) Firstly, when airborne formations are to be dropped, and
subsequently erployed in a ground role in conjunction with
the leading ground forces, the leading ground Corps nust
be administratively reponsible for those Airborne formations

.+ /25 sOON 23
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as soon as the ground troops join up. This will be necessary
' because, the airborne Corps Headquarters does not, at present,
_in the ehr1y phases of this. type of operation, posscss

the facilities or knowledge of local conditions to exercise

exccutive administrative control and provision,

(v) Secondly, if therc is any uncertainty ns to the length of
time which may elapsc before the zround and airborne forces
unite, maintenance of the Lirborne force by air will be

inevitable,
This will be a very important factor when making the
operaticnal plan for the Airborne force, Por, df

maintenance by air is to succeed the Airborne Forces dropped
must be large enough to hold a perimeter of such size that
supplies can be dropped 1ccuratcly within it without undue
loss from enemy fire,

(c) Thirdly, the maintenance requirements of airborne formations

’ for the time whilst they are operating with ground forces
should be assossed on the basis of requiring a minimum of
one month's maintenance, This is ngcessary to .ensure
that administrative provision will not Le lacking should
the airlorne forccs have to be employed in a ground role
1onyor then originally anticipated. This “pplies

particularly when US Airborne Forces arc operating in

front of a British L of C and vice versa,

RESERVES

20, The value of ordering formations to carry the maximum possible
reserves was anply demonstrated when the I of C was cut, the first

time from D + 5 to D +6 and tho second time fromD + 7 to D 4 9. Duwe
to operational prioritics, it had been impossible to get more than

the minimum essential ammnition, petrol, oil and lubricants

fOI"i"fard.

Formations were thus forced to make the fullest use of their
reserves and the larger reserves of dlvialons were used to help the
more necdy Corps and Army troops.

USE OF AIR TRANSPORT

21, Once ground contact has been established wiph airborne troops,
their maintenance should be carried out in the normal manner as for
ground troops, and air transport should be relied on only to bring to
the theatre such items of special natures as are unobtainable in

the theatre, because air dropping or air landlng of supplies depends

on the*veather plus air supcrlorlty, Plus availability of transport
aircraf't, :

288 Finally, when planning operaticns of this nature, it is
imporative to appreciate that the enployment of an nllizd Airborne
Formation hagno administfative objections, but by doing so the
administration overheads are greatly inereased,

The essential feature will be the Barly establishment of
a complete chain of Iiaison Officers and Administrative Signals of
the same nationality as the Airborne force at successive HOs along
the L of C.




OPERATION "MURKET GARDEN"

Serial Day and

Summary of Final Weather Time of Issue

Summary of .ctual

Appendix 'R' to Part III

No Date Forecast and Period Weather Repercussions Notes
(3) (33) (311) (v) ) oo . R (vity
4" D4 Period 17-20 Sep suitable for 1630 hrs, Lt-Gen BRERETON decided to
16 Sep airborne ops with fair wcather proceed with op MARKET
apart from niorning £og.
Light winds. ’
2 D Fog over bases clearing by 1000 0708 hrs. Similar to forecast Op proceeded On advice given to Lt-Gen
17 Sep hrs with noderate amounts 0800-1800 hrs according to BRERETON at 18CQ hrs of
cuwmulus 3000 £t thereafter and plan fog on morning 18 Sep, it
good vigibility. Light winds. was decided tc postpone
2 a4 i take-off till 1030 hrs.
Thick cloud, base 600 ft
A (e Fog at bascs clearing shortly 0800 hrs, Bases as forecast but Ops proceeded or less, had been moving
18 Sep after 1000 hrs, visibility 1000-1900 hrs cloud well broken base according to slowly NORTH from FR«NCE
beconing goods Yell broken cloud 2500=4000 £t 2ver sca  plan, but towards target area all

3000 ft over bascs becoidng 8-
10/10 sea and target arca base
15/2000 £t but some petches 7-
800 ft in coccasicnal raine ‘Rain
dying out, cloud lifting during
afternoon. Wind light variable.

and target. Weather
over the airfields and
and battlc area was
-bad-.

NCRTHERN route
only used. Take
off around 1030
hrs., Ground
troops did not
get suCh ess-

. ential close
support fram
the air as they
did on the
previous day.

night 17-18 Sep. 4dvice
given by Met that NORTHERN
route via DUTCH islands
should definitely be
adoptede This was done
and conditicns were even
better than forecast. Had
SOUTHERN route becn
adopted nany gliders
would have been lost in
cloud.
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(v).

Appendix 'R' to Parc III (Sheet 2)

(vi)

(vii)

two pts -

[€ SEES) (ia1) - (iv)
L D+ 2 Extensive area of low cloud 0900 hrs., As forecast except for
19 Sep basze 500-1000 ft MIDLAMDS, 1000 -
lifting and dispersing 14100- 2000 hrs

1200 nrs. Elsewhere well
Lroken cloud base 2000-3000
i't. Hazy, visibility 2-5
miles, Light EAST - SE winds.

1. Low cloud remzined
in GRANTHAM area, per-
sisted all day. Base
600-1000 f't.

2. Patches of low
floud 500-1000 £t

Most pléxnes in GRANTHAM area
were unable to take off
despite pestponement 1130~
1400 (i.e. gliders of USA
troops and i Polish Para.
Bde). 38 and 46 Gp and
GREEITHAM COMON tock off on -
time - 4430 hrs, 12% of

Lt-Gen BRERETON was advised at
0900 hrs that NORTHERN route
better than SOUTHERN with
practically cloudless
conditions, He adnpted J
SOUTHERN youte for tac reasonsa.
It appears from scanty
observations there was little

NOTBS: Attached summary gives actual weather on were encountered along  gliders lost mainly it is or no low gloud on the NORTHERN
T T routc at pts where RADAR wos provided. and near coast of LOW believed because of petches route,
Ne flying on 22 Sep. ' COUNTRIES. of iow stratus neer RELGIAN
; coast. Over 2/3 made the DZ.
Rest lended in friendly
BELGIALN territory,
D 4+ 3 TFog and low stratus, base 090Q hrs, Similar to forecast, In vicw of the slow clearance  GRANTHAM &rcea take-off post-
20 Sep 500-1000 ft lifting ard 1000 = of low cloud at NORTHERN ' poned from 1030 - 1400 hrs
dispersing by midday at 2000 hrs bases, decided to put on awaiting lifting of low cloud.

SOUTHEIW bases and by 1500
~ 1600 hrs at HORTHIZN
bases becoming broken
cunulus base 2000-3000 ft
afterncon, Stratus over
SOUTHERIN NORTH SEA ard-
Continent lifting above
1000 {t early aftcrnoon
and bresking around 4600
hrs. Winds light variable.

paratp (1 Pelish Para Bde)
and re-sup missions only,
These carried out. Tac/R
could produce little infor-
mation, and this enabled
the cnemy to concentrate
EAST and WEST of 30 Corps
axis of advance with = view
to disrupting traffic on it.

38, 46 Gps and GREENHAL COMMON
area - take-off as planned
1430 hrs.

g
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0900 hrs, Stratus persisted

6 D + 4 Extensive misi and low
21 Seép cloud below 800 £t clear-

ing by 1100 hrs in SOUTH.
1200 hrs in NORTH. Then
visibility 2-8 miles and
cverland, thereafter 4-
8/10,cunmulus base generally
2-3C000 £t but below 1000-
1500 ft at times in showers.
Small amounts cloud at 2000-
3000 £t over sea, Winds
light vericble.

1000 -
2000 hrs

Appendix 'R' to Part III (Sheet 3)

(i)

(vii)

base 600 - 1000 ft
tops arcund 2000 f't
over EASTERN ENGLAND,
few patches cver sea.
Mo showers encountered.
Otherwise as forecast.

—_— — —

In view of low cloud conditions
and moderate visibility decided
to send re-sup planes only.
Tac/R limited and prevented
additional informatior from
being obtained abcut the enemy's
operations against the L of C
axis. 30 Ccrps agreed urmisual
procedure of strefe on reoog-
nition.

—

GRANTHAM areas take cff post-
poned until 1400 hrs. 38 and
L6 Gps and GREENHAM COMMON
areas took off as plamned at
1100 hrs flying over low
stratus in EASTERN ENGLAND.

0900 hrs,
1000 -
2000 hrs

7 D $5-
22 Sep

Widespread mist or fog
togethér with low cloud
belcw 1000 £© over ENGLAND
with cloud base improving

tc over 1000 ft during early
efterncon.  Visibility im-
proving 1500 yds or more by
noon except in NORTHERN bases
where 1000-2000 yds toc 1500
hrs. Over sea and target
area well broken cloud 2000-
3000 ft but local rain like-
1y, cloud lowering to arcund
1500 f't.

— -

- ————— . —

Ops cancelled at 1300 hrs.
Reason appeared to be glider
work not possible in view of
lew cloud, and no re-=sup or
paratps required although
this cculd have been done.

let briefing of Gen STEARLY
FALL at 1715 hrs: -

Explained that clearing cold
front would pass area on 23rd
giving gcod conditions for
glider work behind it provided
it &4 not become stationary
over target area, as seemed
possible at the time.
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Appendix 'R to part IIT (Sheet 4)

@) (1) (1) e (iv) (+) (vi) Ol
8 Forecast amended at 1200 hrs. ;
Fain out out but sone other Similar tc forecast.
intemnittent rain spreading
from TEST to affect all bases
by evening. Clcud 41000 £t ox
'l?ettér.
9 D+ 6 Cold fromt clearing target arca 0800 hrs, Conditions as fore- 41l gliders sent over from Time over DZ fixed at 1600 hrs
23 Sep by 1400 hrs giving ver; good 1000 - case apart from cne  GRANTHAN that had been to give front good chance to
conditions behind. Visibility 2000 hrs slight shower in waiting to go since 19th, move by.
8 + miles., Clouwd 5-8/10 2000- torgst arca with Ov MARKET concluded.,
3000 £4. .Wind Testerly 10-15 cloud base 1500 -
mph increasing 15-20 nph over 2000 f't,

land,

-
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